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X HIS gentleman acquired a 
Tcry confiderable name by his po-» 
fitical and poetical works ; his early 
Mlachment to the revolution inte-*' 
reft, and the extraordinary zeal and 
ahility wkh which he defended it. 
Ut became oneof the moft eiitcr. 
prifing authors this,' or any other, 
:age ever produced. 
- The work by which he is moft 
diftingui(heil( as a poet^ id his True 
Born EngliSiman, a fatire^ occa- 
fioned by. a poem entitled' Foreign- 
ers, written by John TucHin, Efq. 

Vol. I. B Soon 
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Soon after the revolution, the 
people, who arc reftlefs ki their 
inclinations, and loath that to-day 
for which they would yefterday 
have facrificed theit llue^ began 
to be uneafy at the partiality their 
new King difcovered to his coun- 
trymen* ' • 

The popular difeon tent rofe to 
ikch a bright, that King WiUi^vK 
was obliged to diTmifs biSfDut^h^ 
guards ; and tiio' he died in pe£^ 
kSiQn of the crown of England^ 
yet it proved tor him a -crown of 
thorns, and he fpeyitiewer peaces* 
ful moments in kis^ r^oi. iUtion> 
than- before hi^ head was^ environ- 
ed with an uneafy diadem. 

Mr. De Foe^ wl^p had- a. very- 
true notion of civil libersty, eng^^ • 
g^sd the enemies of the new gp*- 

vcrn- 
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vcfntneh^ ind levelled the force 
of his fatirt againft thofe who va- 
lue themfelves for being tfue-born 
EnglHhmeir. He expofes the fal- 
lacy of that prepofleflion, by lay- 
ing opcnf the fourccs from whence 
the Englifti Have fprutag. 
** Normans, Saxons, andDaties,'*^ 

w 

fays he, ** were ovtt forefeth^s ; 
we are a mixed people f weiittvt? ' 
no genuine origin 5 and why fhould 
not oMt neighBdiirs be as' good a$ 
we to derive from ? And I m^ik 
add, iflHit had'We been an uifrfiixed 
nation, I am of opinion, it had 
bc4h to <Mt difftdvantagcj ''for \o 
g6'.no^furthep, vte ha^'tlrfec riai- 
tion^ about us clear from' mixture 
of blobd, as any in the wotld, and 
I ktfow lib^ ^#HlcIi 6f tfiem we 
cou^dWiflVburftflves to bViiSej I 

B 2 mean 
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mean the Scotch,, Wdch- and I- . 
rifh ; and tf 1 > Were to write fl, re- 

verfc to the Satire, I would exz^ 

- «_ • • • • 

mine all the nations of Europe^ and 
prove, that thofe nation^ ; which 
are the moft mixed, arp^^the beft. 
and have leaft barbarifm and bru- 
tality amongft them. " 

Mr. De Foe begins <kis iatlre 
vrith the following lines. 

X 

WhotTcr God creas a JiouTe of prayV, 
"Hie dtril alwiys builds a chapel there : 
And 'twill be Ibund npon examination, 
Tke latter has the la^geS congngation. 

After pafling a general cenfuce 
on the furrounding natipns^ 1^^/^ 
Genbany, France, &;c. he then 
takes a view of England, which 
he charges with the Uack crime 
of ingratitude. He enumerates 

thc^ 
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the feveral nations from whence 
we arc derived, Gauls, Saxons, 
Danes, Irifl), Scots, &c. and £fys. 

From this ainplixbious ill-born mob begafn^ 
- Tli^ Vila, iH-Milvrcd Ab^, an EogSftman. 

' Thi$ Cztkc, written in a rough, 
*«ipoIiAird manner, without aa^t or 
'agaHwr p}s^p contains fimie very 
ix)ld*and mafcnline ftrokes againft 
athe. rMicoIotts yanity of valuing 
^OiK^Hves tipon. de^nr and bediw 
gtti^: in the concluiion^ he has 
:thc following ihwig, and we fear 
too ju(l> o^iervation. 

. Coold but'otf anceflors retrieve dMnr fats^ 
And fee their ofl^pring thas degenerate ; 
How we cofiitend for birth, and names anknownj^ 

' And build on' tlieir paft adions, niot oilr own ; 
.They'd canyDel. records, andtbcv: to^bst deface, 
Atid openly difown the vile degenerate race : 

3 J Jw 
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For Sune of families is all a ck^M, 
'Tis pcurs'nal Ji^irtue only makes us gr^at* 

The next fatire which Dc Foe 
wrote, was entitled Refoi:m*ation 

of Manners m wludi Airaf prU 

vate charadlers are fcvcrcly attack-* 
.cd*. it is ciMo%^ ajwod at fi>me 
ipedbns^^ndbo being v^ftedciMt 
vthority to fnfif>!irc& vice, ^ 
dejjed themiiblvifis adlfgcaoe to 
Qouatry, jenpouragmg mkkedMis 
4)y that'verjrjsikthQffityfth^ hadito 
fupprefs it. r. • •»; ) • • 

Poetry W49 &r frocn bekig jdie 
talent of De Eeie, He wrote with 
more pcrfpicuity and ftrength in 
preife ; and he feems to 'haive un-. 
derftobd, as well as ^ny man, the 
^ivij coailitution of the kingdom^ 
which indeed was his chief ftudy . 

In 



MR. BANIIEL D£ FOE. f 

fn.ib^ fiifft voiuine of ht$ >Morks 
^gfie is a |>ro& ^ffay^ which he 
entitles. The Original, Power of 
the Colledtive Body ^f the Peo- 
ple i^f Enghtodt exEixiuhcd and 
aSeified. TlM^r-vrae imewied to 
fcfute a Tery -ridiculous opiolon^ 
which jpoltticians;^ more tealoiifi 
than wife, Iwd induftriqufly .pro-^ 
pagited, vizj, ^* TJailt the repre- 
ientatives of the pcopk^ /• t. itbe 
Hotiie of Comcpoas^ had a ng^t 
to enqid wfattev^ laws, and enter 
into whsteveMiy^fuoes thqy ftlea^^^ 
wifbout any dependciice q», i>r*r 
ven ixmfukiog the •opimdft of j 
their coojSituenls ^ «id that fcbe 
coHefibive body^f the people i^w 
no right to. call th^o to an api 
countt or to take ai^. /(^Ahs^oe 
of their H^oadu^/' . 

B4 In 
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In anfwer to which, Mr.' |3!e 
Foe very fenfibly ol^erves, ** that 
it is poffible for tvej^, .a Houfii of 
Commons, ta be in ^he wrohg. — 
They may be mifl^.(i by fadtion^ 
and parties; and it is as ridiculous 
to fuppofe them infallible^ as to 
fuppoie the pope of Rome, or the 
popifh conclave infallible, which 
have more than once^detcrmiued 
againft one another. 

*Mt is poffible (fays be) for them 
to be bribed by peniiqns and pla-* 
ces, apd by either of thofe ex- 
tremes to betray their tiruft, and a* 
bufe the people A^^ho entruil thein ; 
and if ^m people ihould have no. 
rcdrefs iji fuch a cafe, then would 
the nfition be in haaard df being 
raioed by their own reprefentati ves,- 
And it is a wonder to find it af-^ 

fcrted 
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w 

'ierted in a certain trcatife^ That it 
is QQttobe fappafed, that ever the 
Hdbfe^of GDmmcFQS can injqre the 
people Wha ei^tcuft then*. 
: -**tThere cao^he:;nfgti|)ctter way 
ta denumftrate the: poflifeility of a 
ifbing, tbaa by proving^ that it has* 
iseen done akeady ; and we. need 
go ho further baclc than to^ the 
treigmof King Charles 11. in which; 
inre have ieen lifts of 1 80 members 
who received private peqiions from, 
.the court; and if any body (honld 
^Sk^ whether that parliament pie«- 
ierved thci^ balance of power in the 
-three branches of our conftitution,, 
ia the due diilribution fome have 
mentioned^? I am. not afraid to an^ 
.^ef inthc negative., . 
. .*^ Arid" why, even to this day, 
/are gentlenien fo fpnd of fpending 
•dieitiieftates to fit in the Houfe^ 

B ^ that 
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iJifLtftn (iMwifimdfKmnds have imci 
fpent M ft ivntp to be ch^frn ; und 
now t^jit way of procuring dec- 
tions is .9t jm end> private bribes^ 
«d4 ehmteftbe concrivaooefe> ' are 
snido vkkibi to get ioto theHoufe? 

^* No man would give a groat 
toJ&t, where he caonot get a gcoat 
for fittitagp unlefs there werejeither 
|)9riies to gratify^ profits to be 
made» or intereft to fupport. * In 
this cafe it i® plain » a people maj 
be ruined by their repxeieatativea, 
and the firft kwcf natufe» felf-* 
prefervatiofi^ gives the people n 
right to refent public encroach^ 
ments upon their valuable libor^ 
ties/' . ' , . 

In the fame volume is a tnuft^ 
entitled. The Shortcft Wa^ mth 
the DiiTenters^ which contained 

reikc- 
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refie£ti0fa£ againft £>me eocltfiaftios 
in fower. for i)rMthiag too much 
a ipjsit of j^ricciitton. H« be* 
came obnoxious to tbe Mim&fy 
otm tfaas a«ooiiot». snd was obliged 
to }u&ify him&If, by witting aa 
caq^lanaisbn of it^ 

Mr. De Foe^ xn bis pre^tce.to 
the ibcoind volume of his w^r^V 
takes bccaftoa to ixientKH) th^ f^-- 
vdic ittfd^ps he . laboured underj^ 
oora&Qoed by Ubofe jMinteiB who 
Biajse a |xra<5tice of pirating every 
work of his attended with fucce^s;. 
\:>Asi ^1 xs^tfkQt of this ki^nd of 
oppreflioo; he faaenUons the True* 
horn Eagliihn^n^ by which, had 
he enjojped the full {M-oiit of his 
own lahoura, he tn^Si, have [gained 
a thousand pounds j;.;£br beiides 
nine editions which pafled under 

B 6 his 
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hii own infpe^ion^ this poem "kn 
twelve timea pirated ; but the in^ 
fi>lence of thofe fraudulent dealers 
did not ftop here. A printer of a . 
bad reputation coUe£ked a fpurioas 
and erroneous copy of ievera! «i^ 
De Foe*s pieces^ ^nd entitled them 
The Works of thf Aiitjipc of the 
True-^born Eftgliihman j <and tha' 
he was then embroiled with the 
government foi^psc of tb&pampb^ 
lets which thiS^colksi^oh qontain* 
^, yet had tliis'mah the' impu- 
dence io print #mongft them the 
fame pamphlet^ prefunnng. fo far 
upon the partiality of |lie public 
refentment, that he fhould pafs . 
with impunity f<^ publiihing that 
yery thing for which the authoc 
was to be profecuted witt he ^t« 
moft fcvcrity^ 

This, 
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This> however, was an irrefifti- 
ble teftimoaj^ that the reientmmt 
(hewn to the author was on ibmc 
other and lefs jafBfiablr acooimt^ 
than the pabUottioa oi that hixky 
£6 was it: a jEbv ere iafise on. the tmi^ 
^i^hefs. o£: the' miniftt^^ ^vhikhad 
Aot; eyes : to. Hifbe^nr tbcir juftice 
|>lainl)ii e^polbd^ taiid their :genafal 
pBac6Qii&njgs bantered by a priniter^ 
for pftbid£bri(i^ in defiance of them 
that fame bo(^ £>f.which another 
xnbn^Kood arra^ned^ \ 
: Mn..D[e Foe^: who poiSefled a 
refolute temper; and a . moft con-* 
firmed fortitude of mihd». was ne^ 
ver awed by the threats of power; 
nor deterred from fpeaking truth 
by the infelence of the' great. •» 
Wherever, he found vice he lafhed 
it, and frequently^ as Pope fays> 

Paih'd 
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Da1h*d thc*proud gam'fter from his gildeicar, 

.t.Cor^ifoitte rvsgofoos attacks a^ 

potty,, i^d&ack Mr;:>De'Foe reckon^* 
ed' bocenititiuiDnal flhd< anjofiv ^ 
imt pra&cifted; and mcekod &iw 
tenoe ;^to .^ftand .otx the '.f>illory i; 
wfaioh ponifiimcDt he ^undeowQit^ 
jAit the very tmm tie ivas ia tlsie 
hxiais of tfad tniniiftty, to iiiow the 
invincible force .vi his^ mkad,. im 
wrote a .H3qiiA tp ihe Pillaty^ a 
kind of defiance to tbeif poi^^er; 
^^.Tbe roader (Jay^s he) is dcfired 
to obfer^ie, this poem was tiae an^- 
thctti's declaratioD^ even 'udben ia 
the cruel hands, of a laercikfs as^ 
well as tuajttft miiuAry^ that the ^ 

t]:;eatineat ' he had from them was 

unjuftf. 



A$ theflittHftAry did net iSunj^ 
|>roper tpprofecuto faim fbr dai^ 
fri$0i infolt againft thfim^ that for«* 
l3»r^«K» vc^^coiadOkrued a oxhfeC- 
lioQ of guiU in tbdbr former pro«- 
'Coedings. 

. Xa thr ifedoikl volwiie x>f our «tt^ 
thpr'is WQr^jB> is a piece ttntsded^ 
Mcire Reforaoation, a J&tire tpoa 
him&lf. We baye already taken 
iiotice of a iatire of hh called Re* 
l0tm»tion of Maimers^ in i^ffhkk 
fome perfonal charaders ane ftig*- 
mati^dt which drew much odium 
Km Mr. De Foe. This fatine call- 
^ More Reformation^ is a kind of 
fapplement to the former. In the 
pre&ce he complains of the ifevere 
ufage he had met with, but, fays 

he. 
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be, ^^ that the^43ir^; l»^ difcem 
that I am niiit ,gi)e o^Vt&ofe whe 
puadife wl^ they refirov€> I ^bc- 
gan thif:feii«. with; owning in 
myfelf ! : tho fe finsr and misfortunes 
-whicliv I' ^in Jio more exempted 
&dm than other men : and^ as I 
am far from- pretending to be free 
from human frail ties, but forward-* 
*r to confefs any of. the errors of 
my li&^'tban any man^ can he to ae- 
cufe'me, I think niyielf inabet?tet 
way to refoxraationthan thofcwhoj 
excufe their owb jiiults by reckon- 
ing up mine, . '^ 

** Some that have beard me comi* 
plain of this hardufage^^ have told 
me, there is fomething of a retail*- 
ation of providence in it, for my 
being fo very free with the charac*- 
ters of other men in a late iatire 

called 



Called The Rdformation :bf MftA-* 
ners«. .To tbiftii.anfv^ £rft>:^iii 
«hatr fatire^ 4^^y other' I ^i^^i* 
;!g(rQte; Lhzrc atw^s csa^eAiUy ' a-^ 
l^oidSd. 1alhii% any majA'i private 
in&rmitks, as being too fefilibleof 
my own ^i hvifiJ^f- have ^&iiglcdL<)«it 
any man by cha|a£ter« it htt ckher 

fMcea ^tfckr. ^' iMeddlAg «> ir^Otm 
^thenr. and execoie the y^rs %^ 
gainft vice, have' been the greaceft 
exampfes and -cnqnoragers of k ia 
their own prance ji or fuch as have 
been ditr lifted with the executivb 
power of ^uftice, and having beei^ 
called upon by the laws to refbm 
us, have 'been a public reproaich to 
the magiftracy of this nadkdi; 'and 
ought to'be.puniihfd. hf. the laws 
theyhavirheon pro|e<S^edbyi : 
' ^* 5c(;o44k;^ -1 ' bl?te: never made 
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the 6xbje&> ^ miYi OktHc^. I never 
coproachjsd adpy jooan.£br,ltavifig5fa»r 

f 0<HM4 A:IIUka;bMMfkilfeiaQ'.0(dM 

pftjr fail dcfbfe0# Ar! &r ihis. bebg a 
evfikold. .. / -• 

aiky ihnA ^ kb rftpintQii i(iiBdi^ 

Icir4ifferiiig:m:pp^ i 

tNMiDMi I ihaMC:rei:6vtxi is .$iift x>q 
«tt» f(Mrabj»fiiigt>tli£f3s> I muft -aft 
fiiich^ ivJUD is i&wi inan ? Where is 
the dncadtr I have given that is 
not juft?. Anil iw!be]?c is thereta<« 
liation of Providencej, (that theib 
men entitle them^lves to in. laacU 
ini^me-withfaliities ^nd lies« as a 




c« 
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jaft puniihnv^ tfbr my (poakkig 

^^fiut, p-ocioniiim, fiuda certain 
ibhiergfintlemaQy faeis a Whig, and 
what need he have jmeddled midi 
Jbts own pdctjTf rauld Jioc he irave 
J«£t tbem xmtv thece wece cfaacac^ 
icnamgh on, the othor ifide.? 
Wiiy realljr, I jebuA: ovrn^ il 
dcfio^v 90 Whig lOr Torjr in itice; 
the vicious and the virtonosase 
j^ anhf itwo frurtks I ims .tt$ do 
fwa^h^ jf jt vicjottfu J$wk}» debimdb* 
'^ Wf^^rMte jia^ned ito be la 
:W^ig« yviitt thtnl let him nnKl 
'hi$ {Qanoers^ m^ be may kti a 
Whig AtU; and if owrt, the reft 
KHight IQ :b« aibamed of him.-/ . ; 

W.e have been induced to make 
!thi8 Extra^j as it fbems to (hear 
dhe genius and Cpirii of the author 
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in a more advantageoas light than 
we could have otherwife done. -^ 
Though he was a refolute aflerter 
of iWhig* principles, and. a^ichajn?* 
rjHon -for thercaafe of Liberty, yet 
.was he never blinded by party pr e- 
judice, but could difcern defign^ 
ing and fdfifli men, and ilrip thena 
.o£ their diiguifes, though jofhed 
;with idm iii the fame pc^iiical 
xontefts. 

I There are in the fenye yoliime^ 
many other poetical ' pi$(i:es^ and 
poliU€al aad:^lemicaltr^s^, the 
. greotteft part i of which 'are ivntten 
with great force of thought, tho* 
in an unpolifhe^ irregular ftile« 
The natural abilities c^ the author 
feem to have been very high;. He 
had a great knowledge of men and 
thipgs, particularly what rehted to 

thfli 
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kiiigdoms: \K(e ^^rdteiriaid^^ 
phlets on both, w|iiqh wane: irdl 
received, thp*. ;his ^»ne wjfis &c vrr 
prefixed • His ipifligi^ation wa$ fdr« 
tile, ftrong, and:live]^is;;a3 may be 
cpjile<^ed f^QinvMs m2^nf works of 
fancy, particularly his Rabiniba 
Crufoe, which was written in £> 
natural a manner^ and with, ib ma- 
ny probable inddeats, that, £>r 
fqme time after its publication, k 
was Judged by moft pfople to he a 
true ftory. It was indeed written 
upon A model entirely new, and 
the fuccels :and eAeem it has mtt 
with, may be appertained by die 
xiuny editions it has iMdL Nor was 
h^ leTs remar^kable in his writings 
of 9 ^feiipus and religious turn, 
witnei^his Rdigipiis Coiirtdii|), 

and 
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and bi& Family Inftrttabr ; bbth 
of whicb ftmiigly incukMe the 
worfiiip of* God^ the i^la^ke do-* 
ties o£ Iltt(bi9ii)d8> v^ivt^y parents, 
and childftfii ; not in a dry, dog-^ 
indic msMtier, but in ^ kind of 
dranaatk wH|f> whi^h orekes ctt-» 
rio&iy, 'keeps the iatr^niton awake, 
and is etxtretnely inCerefting and 
pathetic.^ 

Wcr lieitet»%reftdf iedn, that \ti 
his poUtkral capfac^ity tid Was a d^- 
ckf^ ehMiif tQ popttry, afnd a bold 
dd^def of revolittion principles. 
Pfei wa«v helH' ilht ntfueli efteemf by 
nUBy gttiat-' xmtfy -arid though- he 
nevbr ^tijc^^^iiy-rtgttfcrpoft nn- 
def the^go^felfimeht, yfe* fee ww 
it^sp^tsxlif dmplbyid'ifii' mattem of 
tmfti'ltnd^^oiiiSdenci^ ^^tularly 
in :^tkwd^. wkMve. he-^vdraHimes 
•^ was 
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vns' fast en «SaBi»Gf giseati4i3ip<irt- 
ance, efpecially thoie^ rd^tiiM* to 
th& Unioi^ of the KmgdoniSr of 
ivhich he was one of the iliegof ia«» 
tors. 

biw^ Unpoffible M arrive at the 
knowledge of half the produ^<Mi9^ 
of this ingenioM ma», as he never 
put his name . ta any. Hbw0v«r» 
it is now well- known the fbllt>w« 
ing agreeable works are a part of 
his performances^ 

ififltory of Rcfeinfcw Chifoe. 

'Voip^Qi roKiridx th€»>Wok*ld by ar 
Courfe never failed beftkiei D^^ 
fmbirig tHe. mdbi9e»« of the C^tti- 
lia» Iitdiata^ a^peoplfe tilP then en-^ 
tireiy unknown t^the Eufopeans^. 

Life Md Adventures of €ipt<Litl 
Siijgletofi> 
-- ^ ;• Life 



-,.Lifc.of Rozana; or. The For- 

tunatie Miftnefs. 

. Life of Letitia Atkins.; or, MoU 

Flanders. 

Life of Colonel Jack^. .- : 
' Jiiftpr/ of ithe great ; Blague* in 
London.. 

Re}igi(H)9,Courkdu{u.. •» Iti ^ 

. Family Inftinftor. : ...: 
. Hiflj&ry.of.Apparifion'Si 
I?9Utical Hiftory of die.Deyil, 
Hiftoiy of Magic. I 

Wichmany others, that are oiily 
to ^ ^et ^ith in the librarie&'bf 
thecuriouS^. • 

Confidefed as a poot^- Dankl De 
Foe is not fb eminecyt as in a poll* 
tical light : he has tajcen no pains 
in vcrfificatioa; his ideals arcmaf- 
culinc, his exprciSons co;^rfe» and 
his nunAcrs generally rough.— 

He 
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He feems rather to have fludied to 
fpcak truth, by probing wounds 
to the bottom, than, by embel- 
lifhing his verfification, to give it 
a more elegant keennefs. This, 
however, feems to have proceeded 
more from carelelTnefs in that par- 
ticular, thaa want of ability : for 
the lines in his True Born Englifli- 
man, in which he makes Britannia 
rehearfe the praifes of her hero. 
King William, are harmonioufly 
beautiful, and elegantly poliftied. 

What provocation De Foe had 
given to Pope we cannot deter- 
mine, but he has not efcaped the 
lafh of that gentleman's pen, Mr. 
Pope in his fecond book of his 
Dunciad thus fpeaks of him. 

Earlefs on high flood unabafh'd Dc Foe, 
And Tutchin flagraot from the fcoorge below 

Vol. I. C It 
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It may be remarked that he has 
joined him with Tutchin, a man, 
whom judge Jeffries had ordered 
to be fo inhumanly whipt through 
the market towns, that he petiti^ 
oned the King to be hanged. This 
feverity foured his temper, and 
after the depoiition and death of 
King James, he indulged his re* 
fentment in infulting his memory. 
This may be the reafon why Pope 
has ftigmatized him, and perhaps 
no better a one can be given for 
his attacking De Foe, whom the 
author of the Notes to the Dunciad 
owns to have been a man of parts. 
De Foe can never, with any 
propriety^ be ranked amonft the 
dunces ; for whoever reads his 
works with candour and imparti- 
ality, muft be convinced that he 

was 
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was a man of the ftrongeft natural 
powers, a lively imagination, and 
folid judgement, which, joined 
with an un(haken proBity in his 
moral conduft, and an invincible 
integrity in his political fphcre, 
ought not only to fcreen him from 
the petulant attacks of fatire, but 
tranfmit his name with applaufe 
to pofterity. 

De Foe, who always enjoyed a 
competence, and was fcldom fub- 
je£t to the necefiities of the poets, 
died at his houfe at Iflington, in 
the year 1731. , He left behind 
him one fon and one daughter. 
The latter was married to Mr, 
Henry Baker, a gentleman well 
known in the philofophical world. 



C* The 



The Reader is dcfired to obfervc, in this work, 
as in all his other writings, Mr. Daniel De Foe 
ever cho(e to conceal his name, and left it to the 
public to difcover the author. For his genius 
was fo extremely prolific, and his imagination tb 
lively, that in every defcriptioa of adventures, 
in any of his works of fancy^ both by fea and 
land, he adhered fo clofely to nature, that no one 
had the lead fufpicion of their being merely inven- 
tion, but founded upon real truths ; until Mr. 
Shiells, the writer of his life, which is here pre* 
fixed, and never before publifhed in any of his 
works, gave a catalogue of his writings, as far 
as he could coUeft, and which is confirmed, con- 
cerning the prefent work, as a fiction, by the in- 
genious Mr. Forller, in his Voyages and Difcove- 
ries in the North, printed in 1786, where he fays, 
fpeaking of a pretended difcovery made by a Spa- 
nifh Admiral, Bartholomew de Fonte, ^' Indeed 
he would make fuch a figure in this work as an 
extrafl of twenty pages from the well-known Da- 
niel De Foe's Voyage round the World, by a 
courfe never failed before, would, when blended 
with the genuine materials for hiftory gathered 
from ftate-papers, or with a cdledion of authen- 
tic records.'* 

The above extract is taken only to prove, that 
Captain Forfter had a high opinion of Mr. Da- 
niel De Foe's abilities as a writer of fiction. 
And to this opinion every one will readily concur. 

The EDITOR. 

P. S. Since the above Mr, Sbielis, Mr. Paul fnitebeaJ, 
author of a Foem entitled Manners^ a Satire, difcovered another 
work of Mr. De Foe-^Memoirsy Travels, and Adwenturei of a 
Cavalier, of which a new edition has been lately fuhlified by 
F. NoBLK, in three voltmes^^ice ninejhillings bound* 

IN- 
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IT has for fome ages been 
thought {b wonderful aii en-* 
terprife to fail round the globe, 
that when a man has performed 
this mighty exploit, he prefently 
thinks it deferves to be recorded 
in print, no lefs than that of the 
iirft adventurers. So as foon as 
men have adted the failor, they 
come- a-»fho: e and write books of 
their voyage, not only to make a 
parade of what they have done 
themfelves, but, pretending to (how 
the way to others who may come 
after them, fet up for teachers and 
chart makers to pofterity. Though 
moft of them have had this mis- 
fortune, that whatever fuccefs they 

C 3 have 
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v^-xf hi»^. in the voyage, they have 
>- >r \v-%' little in the relation ; ex- 
.-0 N S i« to t^ll "s, that a feamen 
tV* he comes to the prefs, is 
*,-o;ty much out of his element, 
.i.»vt that a very good failor may 
Ji>uk.e but a very indifferent author, 
I do not in this, leffen the merit 
of thofe gentlemen who have made 
fitch a long voyi^, as that round 
the world; but 1 muft be allow- 
ed to fay, as the way is now a 
common road» the rcalbn of it 
thoroughly known, and the occa- 
iton of it more frequent than in 
former times ; the world has done 
wondering at it. We no more 
look upon it as a mighty affair, a 
ffrange and marvelous undertaking. 
This cannot be now expcdted of 
us, the circumflance is made ^- 
miliar, every ordinary failor is able 
to do it, if his merchants are but 
qualified to furnifh him for Co long 
& voyage ; and he that can carry a 
Hiip 
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(hip to Lifbon, may with the fame 
eafc carry it round the world. 

Some tell us, it is enough to 
wonder at a thing nine days ; one 
would reafonably then conclude, 
that it is enough that failing round 
the world has been wondered at 
above a hundred years : I fhall 
therefore let the reader know^ that 
it is not the rarity of going round 

the world that has occafioned this 

.4 

publication ; but' if fome inci<» 
dents have happened in fuch a voy- 
age, as either have not happened 
to others, or as no other people, 
though performing the fame voy- 
age, have taken notice of, then this 
account may be worth publi(hing, 
though the mere voyage round the 
world be in itfelf of no value. 

It is to be obferved, of the fcveral 
navigators whofe voyages round 
the world have been publifhed> 
that few, if any of them, have di- 
verted us with that variety of events 
which a circle of that length mufl: 

C 4 ne^ds 
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needs offer. We have very little 
account of their landings, their 
diverfions, the accidents which, 
happened to them, or to others by 
their means. The ftories of their 
engagements, when they have had 
any fcuffle either with natives, or 
European enemies, are told fupef- 
ficially and by halves ; the ftorms 
and difficulties at fea or on fhore, 
have no where a full relation ; and 
all the reft of their kccounts are 
generally filled up with diredions 
for failors failing that way, the bear- 
ings of the land, the depth of the 
channels, entrances and barrs, at 
the feveral ports, anchorage in the 
bays and creeps, and the like 
things, ufeful indeed for feamen 
going thither again, and how few 
arc tbey ? but not at all to the pur- 
pofe when we come expedling to 
tind the hiftory of the voyage. 

Another fort of thefe writers 
have juft given us their long jour- 
nals, tedious accounts of their 

log- 
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log-work, how many leagues they 
failed every day ;. where they had 
the windsy when it blew hard, and 
when fbftly; what latitude in every . 
obiervation, what meridian dif^ 
tance, and what variation of the 
compafs. Such is the account of 
Sir John Narbrough*s voyage to- 
the South Seas, adorned with I 
know not how many charts of the 
famous flreight of Magellan, a 
place only now famous for (howing 
the ignorance of Sir John Nar- 
brough, and a great many other 
navigators before him, and for 
being a paflage they had no need 
to have troubled thcmfelves with, 
and which, no body will ev^r go 
through any more. 

Such alio are the voyages of 
Captain John: Wood, to Nova 
Zembla, at the charge of the pub- 
lick, in King Charles the lid's 
time, and Martin Forbifher to the 
North Weft paflages, in Queen 
Elizabeth's time; all which, are 

C 5 indeed 
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indeed full of their own journals, 
and the incidents of failing, but 
have little or nothing of ftory in 
them, for the ufc of fuch readers 
who never intend to go to fea, and 
yet fuch readers may defire to hear 
how it has fared with thofe that 
have, and how matters fland in 
thofe remote parts of the world. 

For thefe reafons, when firft I 
fet out upon a cruifing and trading 
voyage to the Eaft, and refolved to 
go any where, and every where that 
the advantage of trade or the hopes 
of purchafe ftiould guide us, I alfo 
refolved to take fuch exadt notice 
of every thing that paft within my 
reach, that I (hould be able^ if I 
lived to come home, to give an ac- 
count of my voyage, different from 
all that I had ever feen before, in 
the nature of the observations, as 
well as the manner of relating 
them : And as this is perfe<aiy 
new in its modification, £0 I can« 
not doubt but it will be agreeable 

in 



INTRODUCTION. 35 

in the particulars^ ieeing either no 
voyage ever made before, had fuch 
variety of incidents happening in 
it^ fo uieful and £0 diverting, and 
that no perfon who bad failed on 
thofe voyages, has thought lit to 
publi(h thetn in the form andmao^ 
uer I have chofen.^ 
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HAVING been fitted out in 
the river Thames in the year 
171 J, and on a defign- perhaps not 
vtry coniiftent with tne meafures 
taking at that time for the putting 
an end to a war of fbme years 
flandmgy I muft be allowed to own 
I was at firfl: obliged to adt not in 
my own name, '^but to put in a 
French commander into the fliip, 
for the reafons which follow, and 
which thofe who underftand the 
manner of trade upon clofing the 
late war, I mean the trade with 

Spain, 



{ft DE FOE'S VOYAGE 

Spain, will eafily allo.w ta be jufi 
and well grounded. 

Ehiring the late war between'Great 
Britain and her confederates on 
one fide,^ and the united crowns of 
France and Spain on the other^ we 
all know the French had a free trade 
'mto the .South Seas ; a tirade carried 
on with the greateft advantage,, and 
to the greattft degree^ that anjr 
particular commmerce kas beea 
carried on iji the world for many 
^ges paft f infomuch, ., that we found 
the retur;^ of iilver that came back 
to France by thoie fhips, was not 
only the Enriching of the mer- 
chants of St.. Maloy Rochell^ ^nd 
Other ports ia France, fome of* 
whom we iaw get immcnie e{tate$- 
in a few year^, even to a million: 
ilerling a maa*. ^ But it was evi- 
dent, the King of France himfelfl* 
was enabled by the circulation of 
£o much[ bullion through his mints,, 
to carry on that war with ver/ 
great advantage. 

It 
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It was jttft at the clofe of thu 
war^ A$^hen A>me iqerchants of Lon- 
don looking with envy on the fuc-» 
cefs Qf that trade^ and how the 
French 9 notwithftanding the peace^ 
would apparently carry it on» for 
fome yeai:$ at leaft^ to infinite ad* 
vantage, began to confider whether 
it might not be poffible to come 
in for a portion of it with France^ 
as they were allied to Spain^ an(l 
yet go abroad in the nature of a: 
private cruiser. 

To bring this to pa6^ it wag; 
thought proper in the firft place^ 
to get a inare^ if pofliblej^ in a new 
defign of an Eafl India trade ia 
Flanders, juft then intended to be- 
fet up by fome Britifh merchants^. 
by the affiftance of an Imperial 
cnarter^ or at lead under colour of 
it J and fo we might go to iea in a 
threefold capacity, to be made ufe 
of as occaiion might prefent, viz. 
when on the coaft of New Spaia 
we fought to trade, we were French 

men. 
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men, had a French captain and a« 
fufficient number of French fea- 
men, and Flemish of Walloon fea- 
men, who fpoke French, fo to ap- 
pear on all proper occafions. Whe» 
at fea We met with any Spanifli fliip 
worth our while, we were Engli{h 
cruifers, had letters of mart from 
England, had no account of the 
peace, and were fitted for the at- 
tack. And when in the Eaft In- 
dies we had occafion to trade, either 
at the Englifh or Dutch fettle- 
men ts, we fhould hare Imperial co- 
lours, and two Flemifli merchantsi 
at leaft ia appearance, to tranfa^ 
every thing as we found occafion ^ 
However, this laft part of our prb- 
je6t failed us, that affair not being 
fully ripe. 

As this myfterious equipment 
may be liable to fome exceptions^ 
and perhaps to fbme enquiries, I 
fliall for the prefent conceal my 
name, and that of the ihip alfo : 
By enquiries^ I mean enquiries of 

private 
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private perfons concerned; for as 
to publick enquiries, we have no 
uneafinefs, having adted nothing in 
contradiiflion to the rules and laws 
of our country ; buti fay, as to pri- 
vate perfons, it is thought fit to pre- 
vent their enquiries, to which end, 
the captain in whofe name I write 
this, gives me leave to make uie 
of his name, and conceal my own. 
The fliip failed from the river 
the 20th of December, 17131 and 
went dire(flly over to the Cpaft of 
Flanders, lying at an anchor in 
Newport Pitts, as they are called; 
where we took in our French Cap- 
tain Jean Michael Merlottc, who 
with 32 French fcamen, came on 
board us in a large fnow from 
Dunkirk, bringing with them one 
hundred and twenty-two fmaH 
anchors or rundlets of brandy, and 
fome hampers and cafks of French 
wine in wickered bottles : While 
we were here, we lay under Englifli 

colours, with pendants flying, our 

fhip 
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ihip being upwards of five hundred 
ton, and . had 46 guns mount- 
ed, manned with three hundred and 
fifty-fix men : We took the more 
men on board becauie we refolved a$ 
Dccafion fhould {>refent^ to fit our^ 
felves with another (hip, which w^ 
did not queflion we fhould meet 
with in the South Seas. 

We had alfo a third defign in our 
vojrage, though it may be efteemed 
an accident to the reft, viz. We 
were refolved to make fome at- 
tempts far new difcoveries, as op« 
portunity ofiFered ; and we had two 
perfons on board who were exceed- 
ingly well qualified for our direc- 
tion in this part, all which was de- 
rived from the following occafion» 

The perlbn who was principally 
concerned in the adventure, was a 
man not only of great wealth, J)ut 
of great importance ; be was par- 
ticularly addiiSsd to what we cal) 
new diicoveries» and it was indeed 
upon his geniuj^ to fuch things^ 

that 
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that the firft thought of the voyage 
was founded. This gentleman told 
me that he had already fent one fhip 
fully equipt and furnished for a new 
attempt^ upon the North Weft or 
North Eaft paflages^ which had 
been fo often in vain tried by 
former Navigators ; and that he 
did not qucilion the fuccefs, be- 
caufe he had directed them by new 
meafurea, and to fteer a courfe that 
was never atteiupted yet 5 and hia 
deiigB in our voyage was to make 
like difcoveries towards Ae South 
pole ; where^ as he faid, and gave 
us very good reafons for it, he did 
not doubt but we might difcover 
even to the pole itfelfp and find out 
new worlds and new feas, which 
had never been heard of before* 

With thefe defies, this gentle- 
man came into the other. part of 
our projedt, and contributed the 
more largely/ and with the more 
freedom, to the whole, upon that 
accounts in particular jt all the^ 

nccdfui 
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needful preparations for fach dif^ 
coteries, were made wholly at his- 
expence, which I take notice of 
here, as being moft proper in the 
beginning of our ftory, and that 
the reader may the lefs wonder at 
the particular wzy we took to per- 1 

form a voyage which might with 
much more eafe have been done by 
die ufual and ordinary way. 

We failed from the coaft of Flan- 
ders the fecond of Janoaiy, and 
without any extraordinary incident 
made the coaft of Galloway in Ire-^ 
land the tenth, where we flayed 
and took in a very extraordinary 
flore of provifions, three times as 
much as ufual ; the beef being alfo* 
well pickled or double packed, that 
tve might have a fufficient refervc. 
for the length of our voyage, re- 
iblving alfo to ^are it as* much as^* 
poffible. 

We had a very rich cargo on 

board, confifling of all forts of Bri- 

"tiifa manufadures fuitable for the. 

Spanilk 
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Spanifh trade in their Weft Indies ; 
and as we aimed at nothing of 
trade till we came to the Spanifti 
coaft, we failed diredlly for the 
Canary Illands ; haying not fully 
rcfolved whether we would make 
our voyage to the South Seas firft, 
and fo round the globe by the Baft 
Indies, as has been the ufual way, 
or whether we would go firft by 
the Eaft Indies, and upon the dif-- 
coveries we were directed to, and 
then crofs the great Pacific Ocean 
to the Weft coaft of America, as 
was at laft refolved. 

We made the Canaries the ele- 
venth of February, and coming to 
an anchor there to take in fome 
frefli water, we put out French 
colours, and fent our boat on fhore, 
with a French boatfwain and all 
French fcamen, to buy what we 
wanted : They brought us on board 
five butts or pipes of wine, and 
fome provifions, and having filled 
our water, we fet fail again the thir- 
teenth : 
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tcenth: In this time we called a 
council among oarfelves, by which 
way we (hould go. 

I confefsy I was for going by the 
Cape of Good Hope firft» and fo 
Co the Eaft Indies^ then keeping 
to the South of Java» go away to 
the MoluccoeSy where I made no 
doubt to make fome purchafe a* 
mong the Dutch Spice Iflands> and 
fo away to the Philippines; but 
the whole ihip's company, I mean 
of Officers, were againft me in 
this fchome, although I told them 
plainly that the difcoveries which 
would be made in fuch a voyage as 
that, were the principal reafons 
why our chief owner embarked in 
the adventure, and that we ought 
to regard the end and defign of our 
voyage ; that it would certainly in 
the conclufion amount to the fame» 
as to trade, as if we went the ufual 
way, feeing the places we were to 
go to, were the fame one way as 
(he other, and it was only putting 

the 
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the queftion which wc (hould go to 
firft ; thit all the navigators on fuch 
voyages as thefc, went by the South 
Seas firft) which would be no ho* 
Bour to us at all 5 but if wc went 
by the Eaft Indies firft, we fhould 
be the firft that ever went fuch a 
voyage, and that we might make 
many ufeful difcoveries and experi- 
ments in trying that courfe ; that 
it would be worth our while, not 
only to go that way, but to have 
all the world take notice of it, and 
of us for it. » 

I ufed a great many arguments 
of the like nature, but they anf^ 
wered me moft efFcdually, with 
laying before me the <iiificulties of 
the voyage, and the contrary me- 
thods of trade, which, in a word, 
made the going that way imprafti- 
cable : Firft, the difficulty of the 
voyage, over the vaft ocean called 
the- Pacific Sea, or South Sea, which, 
if we kept a Southern latitude, 
and took^ the variable winds as we 

fhould 
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(hould find them, as I propofed to 
do, might very well be a voyage of 
fix or eight months, without any 
fight of land, or fiipply of provi- 
fions or water, which was intoler- 
able ; that as to trade, it was pre«- 
pofterous, and juft fetting the voy-. 
age with the bottom upward ; for 
as we were loaden with goods, and 
had no money, our firfi: bufinefs 
they faid, was to go to the South/ 
Seas, where our goods were wanted^ 
and would fell for money, and then 
to the Eaft Indies, where our mo- 
ney would be wanting, to buy other 
goods to carry home, and not to go 
to the Eaft Indies firft, where our 
goods would not fell, and where we 
could buy no other for want of 
money. 

This was feemingly, fo ftrong a 
way of reafoning, that they were 
all again ft me, as well French as 
Englifh, and even the two agents 
for difcoveries, fubmitted to it; 
and fo we refolved to ftand away 

from 
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from the Canaries, to the coaft of 
Brafil, thence upon the Eaftern 
coaft of South America to Cape 
Horn, and then into the South 
Seas 5 and if we met with any thing 
that was Spanifli by the way, we 
Fcfolved to make prize of it> as in 
a time of war^ 

Accordingly we made the coaft 
of Braiil in twenty-fix days, from 
the Canary Iflands, and went on 
(bore at Cape St, Auguftine, for 
frefli water, afterwards we put into 
the Ba^ of Ail Saints, got fome 
j&efh provifions there, and about 
^ an hundred very good hogs> fome 
of which we killed and pickled, 
and carried the reft on board alive, 
having taken on board a great quan« 
tity of roots, and maize, or Indian 
corn, for their food, which they 
thrived on very well. 

It was the laft of Mardh when 
we came to the Bay, and having 
ftayed there fourteen days^ to fur* 
nilb ourfelves with all things we 
wanted, we ^ot intelligence there. 
Vol. I. D that 
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that there were three (hips at the 
Buenos Ay res, in the River Rio de 
la Plata, which were preparing to 
go for Europe, and that they ex- 
pected two Spanifhmen of war to be 
their convoy, becaufe of the Porta- 
guefe men of war which were in 
Brafil, to convoy the Brafil fleet. 

Their having two Spanifli men 
of war with them for their convoy, 
took away a great deal from the joy 
we had entertained at the news of 
their being there, and we began to 
think we fhould make little or no- 
thing of it : However, we refolved 
to fee the utmoft of it, and parti* 
cularly if our double appearance 
would not now ftand us in fome 
ftead. 

Accordingly we went away for 
the river of Plata, and as ufual, 
fpreading French colours, we went 
boldly up to Buenos Ayrcs, and 
fent in our boat, manned with 
Frenchmen, pretending to be home- 
ward bound from the South Seas, 
and in want of provifioas« « 

The 
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The Spaniards received us with 
civility, and granted us fuch pro- 
viiions as we wanted 5 and here we 
found, to our great fatisfadtion, 
that there was no fuch thing as any 
SpaniOi man of war there 5 but they 
faid they expedted one, and the 
Governor there for the King of 
Spain afked our French officer if 
we would take one of their (hips 
under our convoy ? MonfieurMer- 
lotte anfwered him warily, that his 
fliip was deep loaden> and /oul, 
and he could not undertake any 
thing, but if they vvrould keep him 
company, he would do them what 
fervice he could ; but that alfo, as 
they were a rich fliip, they did not 
defign to go diredly to France, but 
to Martinico> where they exped:ed 
to meet with fome French men of 
war to convoy them hfome. 

This anfwer was fo well managed^ 
though there was not one word of 
truth in it, that one of the three 
jfhips^ for the other two were not 
ready, refolved to come away with 

D 2 us. 
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US, and, in an evil hour for them, 
they did fo. 

To be brief, we took the inno- 
cent Spaniard into our convoy, and 
failed away to the northward with 
them, but were not far at fea be- 
fore we let them know what cir- 
cumftances they were in, by the 
following method : We were about 
half a league a head of them, when 
our captain bringing to, and haul- 
ing up our courfes, made a fignal 
to the Spaniards for the captain to 
come on board, which he very rea- 
dily did ; as foon as he was on 
board, our Captain let him know 
that he was our prifoner, and all 
his men, and immediately manning 
their boat with thirty of our own 
men, we fent them on board their 
(hip, to take pofleflion of her, but 
ordered theili that they (hould be- 
have civilly to the men on board, 
and plunder nothing : For we made 
a promife to the Spanifh Captain, 
that his {hip fhould not be plun- 
dered, upon condition he would 

give 
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give US a juil account of his load* 
iiag, and deliver peaceably to us 
what riches he had on board ; then 
we alfo agreed, that we would reftore 
him his fhip, which by the way 
we found was chiefly loaden with 
hides, things of no value to us,, 
and that the fhip alfo was an old 
veflel, ftpong, but often doubled,, 
and therefore a very heavy failer^ 
and confequently not at all fit for 
our purpofe, though we greatly 
wanted a fhip to take along witb 
us, we having, as I have faid, both* 
too many men, and being too full 
of goods. 

The Spanifh Captain, though 
iurprized with the flratagpm that 
had brought him thus into the 
hands of his enemies,, and greatly 
enraged in his mind at being cir- 
cumvented,, and trepanned out of 
his fhip,. yet fhewed a great pre- 
ience of mind under his misfor- 
tune ; and, as I verily believe, he 
would have fought us very bravely, 
if we had let him know fairly 

D 3 what 
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what we were, fo he did not at att 
appear deje<flcd at his difafter,^ bu^ 
capitulated with us as if he had 
been talking fword in band. And 
one time when Captain Merlotte 
and he could not agree, and the 
Spanifli Captain was a Uttle threat- 
ened, he grew warm; told the 
Captain that be might be ill uiedj^ 
being in his hands, but that he 
was not afraid to fuflfer whatever 
his ill fortune had prepared for 
him, and he would not^ for fear 
of ill ufagej^ yield to bafe condi«» 
tions ; that he was a man of ho^ 
nour, and if be was fo too, he de^ 
manded to be put on board his own, 
{hip again, and he (hould fee he 
knew how to behave himfelf. Cap- 
tain Merlotte fmiled at that, and 
told him, he was not afraid to put 
him on board his own fhip and 
fight for her again, and that if he 
did {o, he was fure he could not 
efcape him ; the Spaniih Captain 
fmiled too, and told him he ihould 
iee (if he did) that he knew the 

way 
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way to Heaven from the bottom of 
the iea as well as any other road, 
and tl^at men of courage were ne- 
ver at a lofs to conquer their ene* 
my one way or other ; intimating, 
that he would fink by his fide ra-* 
ther than be taken, and that he 
woald take care to be but a very 
indifiPerent prize to him, if he was 
conquered, 

. However, w&came to better tenna 
with. him afterward. In ibort, 
having taken on board all the fiU 
ver, which was about two hundred 
thoofand pieces of eight, and what- 
ever e}fe we met with that was va- 
luable (anK)ng the reft his^ ammu- 
nition^. and fix brafs guns) we per«» 
formed conditions, and fent him 
into the Rio de la Plata again with 
his ihip, to let the other Spanifh 
captakis know what fcouring they 
had efcaped. 

Though we got a good booty, 
we were difappointed of a (hip ; 
however, we were not fo fenfible of 
that difappointment now, as we 

D 4 were 
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were afterwards: For as we de- 
penjded upon going to the South 
Seas^ vye made no doubt of meetings 
with veflels -enough for our pur- 
pofe. What followed the reader 
will ibon be informed. 

We had done our work here, 
and had neither any occdion or any 
defire to lie any longer on this 
coafl, where the climate was bad, 
and the weather* exceeding hot, 
and where our men began to be 
very uneafy^ being crowded toge- 
ther £b clofe all in one fhip ; fo wc 
made the befl of our way South. 

We met with fome ftormy wea- 
ther in thefe feas, and particularly, 
a North Weft blaft, which carried 
us for eleven days a great way oflr 
to fea : But as we had fea room e- 
nough, and a ftout ftrong built 
(hip.undcr us, perfeftly well pi^c- 
pared, tight and firm, w,^ made ligjht 
of the ftorms we met with, and foon 
came into*our right way again ; fo 
that about the 4th of May we made 
land in the latitude of 45 degrees i z 
minutes South. i We 
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We put in here for frefli water, 
and finding nothing of the land 
marked in our charts, we had no 
knowledge of the place, but com- 
ing, to an anchor at about a league 
from the (hore, our boat went in 
queft of a good watering place ; in 
purfuit of this, they went up a 
creek about two leagues more, 
where they found good water, and 
filled fome cafks, and fo came on 
board to make their report. 

The next day we came into the 
creek's mouth, where we found 
fix to eight fathom water with- 
in a cable's length of the fhore, 
and found frefh water enough, but 
no people or cattle, though an ex- 
cellent country for both. 

Of this country* I^ made many, 
obfervations, , fuitable to the defign 
and defire of our ingenious em- 
ployer and owner, and thofe ob- 
fervations are one end of publifhing 
this voyage : I (hall mention only 

D 5 one 
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one obfervatian here, becaufe I 
ihall have occafion to fpeak of thetn 
hereafter more largely. My ob- 
ibrvation here, is as follows : 

The particular fpot which I ob- 
fcrve upon, is tnat part of the 
continent of America which lies on 
the fhore of the North Seas, a» 
they are calledi though crroneoufly^ 
for they arc more properly the Eaft 
Seas, being extended along the Eaft 
fhores of South America. The 
knd lies on the fame Eaft fide of 
America, extended North and South 
from Coafta Deferta, in 42 de- 
grees, to Port St, Julian, in 49 de- 
grees and a half, being almoft five 
hundred miles in length, full of 
very good harbours, and ibme na- 
vigable rivers 5 the land is a plain 
for feveral fcores of miles within 
the fhore, with feveral little rifing 
hills, but no where mountainous 
or ftony; well adapted for enclo- 
fing, feeding, and grazing of cattle; 
alfo for corn, all forts of which 
would certainly not only grow, 

* but 
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bat thrirc very well here ; efpeci- 
aUjrwheaty r3re, peaie, and barley, 
thuigs which would icon be im- 
prored by Engliflimen, to the 
making the country rich and po- 
pulous^ the railing grea,t quanti- 
ties of grain of all ibrts, and cat- 
tle in proportioa. The trade which 
I propofe for die confumption of 
all the produce^ and the place whi- 
ther to be carried, I refer to fpeak 
of by idelf, in the further progrefs 
of this work. 

I return now to thepurfoitof 
our voyage.. We put to iea again^ 
the i<^ of May,^^ with fair wea« 
tfaer and a fair wind ; though a fea-* 
&>n of the ^ year,, it is true,> when 
we might ha^i^e reafon to expedt 
ibme ftorms, being what we might 
GaU the depth of their winter. 
However,, the winds held North- 
erly^ which there are to be eftccm- 
ed the warm winds, and bringing 
mild weather ;: and fb they did tilt 
we came into the latitude of 50 de- 
grees, when we had ftrong winds 

D 6 and 
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and fqually weather, with mutfa' 
fpow and cold, from the South- 
Weft, and South-Weft by Weft, 
which blowing very hard, we put 
back to Port St. Julian, where we 
were not able to ftir for fome time.. 
We weighed again the 29th, and 
ftood South again paft the mouth 
of the Streights of Magellan, a 
ftreight femous for many years,, 
for being thought to be the only 
pafr?^,out of the North Seas into^ 
the South Seas, and therefore I fay 
famous fome ages ; not only in the 
drfcovery of it by Magellan, a Spa- 
nifti Captain, but of fuch fignifi- 
cance, that for many years it was 
counted a great exploit to pafs this 
Streight, and few have ever done it 
of our nation but that they have 
thought fit to tell the world of it, 
as an extraordinary buiinefs, fit to 
be made public as an honour to 
their names. Nay King Charles 
the Second thought it worth while 
to fend Sir John Narbrough on 
purpofe to pafs and take an exadi: 

furvey 
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fhnrey of this Streight, and the 
map or plan of it has bees pub-- 
]i{hed by Sir John himfelfy at the. 
public expence^as a^ufeful thing.. 

Siich a mighty and valuable thing 
al£b was the paffing this ftreight,. 
that Sir Francis DrakeV going thro' 
]t> gave birth to that, famous old; 
wives faying, viz. That Sir Fran- 
cis Drake^^^/A^- G«i^ A; a faying 
that was current in England for 
many years after Sir Francis Drake* 
was gone his long journey of ally 
as if there had been but one gulph 
in the world, and that pafling iti 
bad been a. wonder next to that of 
Hercules cleaning the Egean fta- 
ble. 

Of this famous place I could 
not but obferve on this occafion, 
that as ignorance gave it its firfl 
fame, and made it for fo many ages 
the moft eminent part of the globe, 
as it was the only paiiage by which 
the whole world could be fur- 
rounded, and that it was to every 
man's honour that had pafled it ; 

fo 



6z DB FOE^S VOYAGE 

fo now it is come to the full end 
or perldi of its i^me, and will in 
all probability nerer have the fao* 
nour to have asny (hip, vcSid^ or 
boat, go through it more, while 
the wodd remains, unlefiB (whicli 
is vety impmbabk) that ^rt of 
the world ibould come to be fnlly 
inhabited- 

I know ibme are of opinion, that 
before the full period of the earth*s 
exiftence, all the remofeeil and mo£k 
barren parts of it fhall be peopled;, 
but I fee no ground for fuch a no^ 
tion, but many reafbns whicb 
would make it appear ta be im-^ 
prad:icable, and indeed impoilible > 
unlefs it fhould pleafe God to alter 
the iituation of the globe as it re- 
fpeiSks the fun, and place it in a; 
direct, as it now moves in an ob- 
lique poiition > or that a new fpe- 
cies of mankind ^uld be pro- 
duced, who might be as well qua- 
lified to live in the frozen zone as 
we are in the temperate, and upon 
whom the extremity of cold could 

have 
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have no power. I fay, as there 
are feveral parts of the globe where 
this woold be impradtkable, I (hall 
fay no more than this, that I think 
it is a groqndlefs fuggeftion. 

But to return to our voyage^ we 
pafled by the nK)uthof thisfamouS' 
ftreigbt of Magellan, and thofe o- 
thers which were pafled through 
by Le Maire the Dutch ^ilor af- 
terwards; and keeping an offing of 
fix or fcren leagues, went away 
South, till we came into the lati-* 
tude of 58 > when we would, as we 
had tried three days before, h&vc 
jftretcbed away South Weft, to have 
got into the South Seas, but a ftrong 
gale of wind took us at Weft North 
Weft, and though we could, lying 
near to it ftretch away to the South- 
ward, yet as it over-blowed, we 
could make no Weft ward way; and 
though we had under us an excel- 
lent ftrong built veffel, that, we 
may fay, valued not the waves, 
and made very good work of it, yet 
we went away to leeward in fpite 

of 
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of all we could do, and loft grounct' 
apace. We held it out however,, 
the weather being clear,: but excef- 
iive cold, till we found ourielves> 
in the latitude of 64^ 

We called our council feveral 
times, to confider what we (hould^ 
do, for we did but drive to lee- 
ward the longer we ft rove with it;* 
the gale held ftill on, and to our 
apprehenfions it was fet in; blow- 
ing like a^ kind of Monfoon,: or 
Trade Wind, though in thpfe lati- 
tudes I know there is noTuch thing; 
properly called as a Trade wind. 

We tried, the wind abating, to 
beat up again to the North, and. 
we did fo; but it was by running 
a great way to the Eaft ; and once 
I believe we were in the longitude^ 
of St. Helena, though fo far South,, 
but it coft us infinite labour, and> 
near fix weeks time. At lengths 
we made the coaft, and arrived a- 
gain at the Port of St. Julian the 
20th of June, which, by the way, 
is the depth of their winter. 

Here 
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Here we refolved to lay up for 
the winter, and not attempt to go 
fo far South again at that time of 
the year, but our eager defire of 
purfuing our voyage prevailed, and 
we put out to fea again, having 
taken in freOi provifions, fuch as 
are to be had there ; that is to fay^ 
feals, penguines, and fuch like, and 
with tnis recruit we put to ifea, i 
iay, a fecond time. 

We had. this time worfe luck 
than we had before, for the wind 
fetting in at South Weft, blew a 
fiormr, and drove us with fuch 
force away to fea Baft ward, that we 
were never able to make any way 
to the Southward at all, but were 
carried away with a continued ftorm 
of wind, from the fame corner, or 
near it. Our pilot, or mafter, as we 
called him, finding himfelf often^ 
obliged to go away before it, which 
kept us out long at fea, and drove, 
us far to the North Eaft, Eaftward, 
that he advifed us taft^nd away for 
the Cape of Good Hope ; and ac- 
cordingly 
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cordingly we did fo, and arrived 
there the kft day of July. 

We were now diflieartened in- 
dced^ and I began to revive my 
propofal of going to the Eaft In-* 
dies, as I at firft propofed ; and to 
anfwer the obJe&k>n which they 
then made againft it^ as being a- 
gainfk the nature of trade^ and that 
we bad nodbing on board bat Eu^^* 
ropean goods, which were not &t^ 
ted for the Eaft Indies, where mo- 
ney only was fuitabk to the market 
we were to make;. I fay, to anfwef 
this obje£tion^ I told them I would 
engage that I would fell our whole 
cargo at the Phillipine IjQands, m 
well as on the coaft of America ; 
ibr that thofe iflands being Spanifli^ 
our difguife of bdng Frenqh would 
ferve us as well at the Phillipino^ 
as it would in New Spain; and 
with this particular, advantage, that 
we fbould fell here fix' four times 
the value as we £hould on the coait 
ofChUi, ocPeru; and that when 
wc had don^ we could load our 

ihip 
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/hip again there, or ip other 
places in the Indies, with fuch 
goods as would come to a good 
market again in New Spain. 

This I told them was indeed 
what had not been pradtifed, nor 
at any other time would it be 
praAicable : For as it was not a- 
ibal for any (bips to go from the 
Baft Indies to the Phillipines, fb 
neither was it ufual for any £uro«» 
peaD fliips to trade with freedom 
to the South Seas, till fince the 
late war, when the French had the 
privilege : alKl I could not but be 
amazed that the French had never 
gone this way,^ where they might 
have QKide three or four voyages ii^ 
ooe, and with much lefs han^ard of 
meeting with the Bngliih or Dutch. 
cniifers j and have n^ule twice tbe^^ 
profits which they made the other 
way, where they were frequently 
out three or four years upon one 
return ; whereas here they might 
make ao lefs than three returns* 

or 
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or perhaps four, in the fame voy— 
age, and in much lefs time. 

They were now a little furprized, 
for in all our firft debates we had 
nothing of this matter brought in 
queftion ; only they entertained a 
notion that I was going upon, 
ftrange projefts, to ma(ce difcove- 
ries, fearch for the Soutli Pole, 
plant new colonies^ and I knoW' 
not how many whims ef their own^ 
which were neither in my defign^ 
or in my inftrudtions. The pcr- 
fon therefore who was our Super- 
cargo^ and the other Captain wnofe. 
name I have not mentioned, toge* 
tiier with the French Captain Mer- 
lotte» and the reft who had all op«* 
pofed me before, came chearfufly . 
into my propofal, only the Supers- 
cargo told me in the name of the. 
'cft* that he began to be more fen— 
"ble of the advantages of the voy- 
fS^ I had propofed, than he was^ 
oefore ; but that as^ he was equally 
^ drafted with me in the govern- 
'^^^t of the trading part, he beg- 

ged 
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ged I would not take it ill, that he 
^eiired I would let him farther into 
that particular, and explain myfelf 
at lead as far as I thought proper* 

This was fo juft a rcqucft, and 
Co eafy for me to do, and above all^ 
was made with fo much good man- 
ners and courtefy, that I told him» 
if I had been otherwife determined, 
the courteous and good humoured 
way, with which he required it, 
would conftrain me to it ; but that 
however I was veryt4ready to do it, 
as he was entrufted with the cargo 
jointly with me, and that it was a 
piece of juftice to the owners, that 
whom they thought fit to truft, I 
fliould truft alfo ; upon this I told 
him my fcheme, which was as fol- 
lows : 

Firft, I faid, that a« the Philli- 
j)ine iflands received all their Eu- 
ropean goods from Acapulco in 
America by the King of Spain's 
(hips, they were obliged to give 
what price was impofed upon them 
by the merchants, who brought 

thofe 
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thofe goods by fo many ftages td 
Acapulco. For example, the Eu- 
ropean goods, or fuppofe Englifli 
goods in particular, with which 
they were loaden, went firft from 
England to Cadiz, from Cadiz by 
the Galloons to Porto Bello, from 
Porto Bello to Panama, from Pa- 
nama to Acapulco; in all which 
places the merchants had their fe«- 
vera! commiilions and other profits 
upon the fale; befides the extra- 
vagant charge^ of (o many feveral 
ways of carriage, fome by water, 
fonfie by land, and^ befides the 
,Kiag's cuftoms in all thofe places j 
and that after all this, they were 
brought by fea from Acapulco to 
the Phillipine iflands, which was 
a prodigious voyage, and were then 
generally fold in the Phillipine 
iflands at three hundred per cent* 
advance* * 

That in the room of ail this, 
our cargo being well bought and 
well forted, would come to the 
Phillippine iflands at once, with- 
out 
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oat any landing or K-Janding, and 
w^ithout any of all the additions of 
charge to the firft coft^ as thofe by 
the way of New Spain had upon 
them ; fo that if we were to &11 
th^n at the Phillippine iflands a 
hundred per cent, cheaper than the 
Spaniards ufually fold, yet we 
fhould get abundantly more than 
we could on the coaft of Peru^ 
though we had been allowed a free 
trade there. 

That there were but two objec- 
tions to this advantage, and thefe 
w^ere, our liberty of trading, and 
whether the place would confume 
the quantity of goods we had: 
And to this I had much to anfwer ; 
Firft, That it was well known at 
the Phillippine ifles, that the Kings 
of France and Spain were united 
firmly together ; that the King of 
Spain had allowed the * King of 
France's fubjedts a free trade in his? 
American dominions, and confe* 
quently that it would not be de- 
nied there 3 but on the other hand, 

that 
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that if it was denied by the gover- 
nor, yet there would be room to 
find out a trade with the inhabi-* 
tants, and ^fpecially with the Chi- 
nefe and Japan merchants, who 
were always there, which trade the 
governor could not prevent; and 
thus we could not fear a market 
for all our cargo, if it was much 
greater than it was. 

That as to the returns, w^ had 
the advantage either way: For 
firft. We fliould be fure to receive 
a great part of the price of our 
goods in Chinefe or Japan gold and 
filver, or in pieces of eight ; or if 
we thought fit to trade another 
way, we might take on board fuch 
a quantity of China damafks, and 
other wrought filks, muflins and 
chints, China ware, and Japan ware ; 
all which, would be immediately 
fold in America; that we fliould 
carry a cargo of thcfe goods to New 
Spain, infinitely to our advantage^ 
being the fame cargo which the 
four great Acapulco ihips carry 

back 
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back with them every year : That 
when we had gone to the South 
Seas with this cargo, of which we 
knew we (hould make a good mar- 
ket, we had nothing to do but to 
come back, if we thought fit, to 
the Eafl; Indies again, where we 
might load for England or Flan- 
ders, fuch goods as we thought 
proper ; or if we did not think fit 
to take fo great a run, we might 
go away to' the South, and round 
by Cape Horn into the Atlantick 
Ocean, and perfedl thofe difcove- 
ries, which we made part of, in 
the beginning of our voyage. 

This was fo clear a fcheme of 
trade, that he feemcd furprized 
with it, and fully fatisfied in every 
part of it. But the Captain then 
objedled againft the length of the 
voyage to the South Seas from the 
Phillipines, and raifed feveral fcru- 
ples about the latitude which we 
ihould keepin fuch a voyage ^ that 
we fhould not be able to carry any 
provifions which we could take on 
Vol. I. E board 
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board in thofe hot countries, that 
would keep for fo long a run, and fe- 
veral other difficulties ; to all which 
I made anfwer, that when we had 
fold our cargo at the Phillipines, 
and found our advantages, there to 
anfwer our defircs^ I would not 
oppofe our. returning from thence 
direflly to England, if they found 
it needful ; or if they thought a 
farther adventure would not anfwer 
the rifques we were to exped in it ^ 
we would never have any difputc 
about that. 

This fatisfied them fully, and 
they went immediately with the 
news to the men, as what they 
thought would pleafe them won- 
derfully, feeing they were mighty 
taneafy but two or three days be- 
fore, about their being to go back 
again to the South of America, and 
the latitude of 64, where we had 
not only been twice driven back, 
as if heaven had forbidden us to 
pafs that way, but had been driven 
lb far to the South, that we had 

met 
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met With a moil fevere cold, and 
which pinched our mtn exceeding- 
ly, who being come, as we might 
fay, a hot weather voyage, were 
but ill furniQied for the flate of 
the air ufual in the latitudes of 64* 
But we had a harder ta/k to go 
through than we expe<Sted, upon 
this occalion) and it may ftand 
here upon record, as a buoy or bea- 
con to warn officers and command- 
ers of fhips, fupercargoes, and fuch 
as are trufted in the conduft of the 
voyage, never to have any difputcs 
among themlelves ( I fay not among 
themfelves ) about the courfe they 
(hall take, or whither they fliall 
go ; for it never fails to come a- 
mong the men after them, and if 
once the debate is but named on 
the outfide of the gte&t cabin door, 
it becomes immediately a difpute 
among the officers upon the quarter 
deck, the lieutenants, mates, pur*^ 
fer, &c. from thence it gets afore 
the maft, and into the cook room^ 
and the whole ihip is immediately 

£ 2 divided 
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divided into fadlions and parties; 
every forcmaft man is a captain, or 
a diredtor to the captain; every 
boat Avain, gunner, carpenter^ cock- 
Iwain, nay, and even tne cook, fets 
up for a leader of the men ; and if 
two of them join parties, it is ten 
to one but it comes to a mutiny, 
and perhaps to one of the tu^o laft 
extremities of all mutinies, viz. 
running away from the (hip, or, 
what is worfe, running away with 
the (hip. 

Our cafe was exadlly thus, ^nd 
had ifTued accordingly for aught I 
know, if we had not been in a port 
where we got immediate afiiftance, 
and that by a more than ordinary 
vigour in the management too, 

I have mentioned the firft time 
when we called a council about 
our voyage at the Canaries, and 
how it was carried againft my opi- 
nion not to go to the Eaft Indies, 
but to go to the South Seas, about 
by Cape Horn : As the debate of 
this was not at all concealed, the of- 
ficers 
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ficcrs of the fhip, viz, the two 
lieutenants and two mates, the pur-* 
fer, and others, came in, and went 
out, and not only heard all we faid, 
but talked of it at liberty on the 
quarter deck, and where they plea- 
fed, till it went among the whole 
(hip's crew. It is true, there came 
nothing of all this at that time, 
becaufe almoft all the votes being 
againfl my opinion, as I have faid 
already, the (hip's company feemed 
to join in naturally with it, and 
the men were fo talked into the 
great profpedls of gain to them- 
felves, by a voyage to the South 
Seas, that they looked upon me, 
who ought to have had the chief 
direftion ii\ the bulinefs, to be no 
body, and to have only made a ri- 
diculous propofal, tending to hurt 
them ; and I perceived clearly after 
this, that they looked upon me 
with an evil eye, as one that was 
againft their intereft; nay, and 
treated me with a fort of contempt 
too, as one that had no power to 

E 3 hurt 
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hurt them, but as one, that if 
things were left to me, would 
carry them on a wild goofe chafe 
they knew not whither. 

I took no notice of this at firft^ 
knowing that in the procefs of 
things I jfhould have opportunity 
enough to let them know I had 
power to oblige them many ways ; 
as alfo, that I had authority fuffi- 
cient to command the whole (tiip, 
and that the direftion of the voyage 
was principally in me, though I 
being willing to do every thing in 
a friendly way, had to© eafily, and 
I may fay, too weakly, put that to 
the vote, which I had a right to 
have commanded their compliance 
with. The ill confequences of 
which, appeared not, for fome time, 
but broke out upon the occafion of 
our new meafures, as will prefently 
appear. 

As foon as we had determined 
our voyage among ourfelves, in the 
great cabin, the Supercargo and 
Captain Merlotte went out upon 

the 
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Che quarter deck, and began to 
talk of it among the ofHcers, mid- 
ihipmen, &c. and to give them 
their due, they talked of it very 
honeftlyi not with any complaint 
of being over-ruled, or over per- 
fuaded, but as.a meafure that was 
fully agreed to among us in the 
^reat cabin. 

The boatfwain, a blunt, furly, 
bold fellow, as foon as he heard of 
it— Very well, fays he ; fo we are 
all come back into Captain Pofi- 
five's blind propofal, for ib he 
called me ; why this is the fame 
that every body rcjeAed at the Ca- 
naries; and now becaufe we are 
driven hither by contrary winds, 
thofe winds mull be a reafon why 
we muft undertake a prepofterous, 
ridiculous voyage, that never any 
Tailor would have propofed, and 
that man never went before. What 
does the Captain think that we can- 
not find our way to the coaf); of 
America again? and becaufe we 
have met with crofs winds, we 

E 4 muft 
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muft never meet with fair ones ? 
1 warrant him, let us but go up 
the height of St. Helena, we will 
foon reach the Rio de la Plata and 
Port St. Julian again, and get into 
the South Seas too, us others hav« 
done before us. 

The gunner took it from the 
boatfwain, and he talks with one 
of the mid(hip-men in the fame 
dialed:. For my part, fays he, I 
fhipped myfelf for the South Seas 
when I firft came a board the fhip, 
and in hopes of good booty, land if 
we go thither, I know nothing 
can hinder us, wind and weather 
permitting : But this is fuch a 
voyage, as no man ever attempted 
before ; arid whatever the Captain 
propofes can have nothing in it for 
the men, but horrid fatigue, vio- 
lent heats, ficknefs, and ftarving* 

One of the mates takes it from 
him, and he fays as openly, I won- 
der what a plague the reft of the 
gentlemen mean, they were all a- 
gainft the Captain when he ftarted 

this 
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this whimfical voyage before^ and 
now they come all into it of a Aid- 
den, without any confideraticin ; 
and fo the proje<5t of one man muft 
ruin the moft promifing voyage ever 
yet uoder taken, and be the death 
of above two hundred as ftout fel- 
lows as ever were together in one 
{hip in this part of the world. 

One of the midQiipmen follow- 
ed the mate, and faid we were all 
promifed that another fhip fhould 
be gotten, either purchafed pr ta- 
ken, and that the firft fliip we took, 
Should be manned and victualled 
cut of this (hip, where we were 
double manned, and crouded toge- 
ther enough to bring an infedlion 
amongus, in fuch hot climates as 
we are going into ; and if we were 
in the South Seas, we fhould eaiily 
buy a fhip, or take a fhip for our 
purpofe, almoft where we would ; 
but in all this part of the world 
there is no fuch thing as a fhip fit 
for an Englifhman to fet his foot 
in. We were promifed too, that 

E 5 when 
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when we got into fuch a (hip, we 
that entered as n>i<i{hipinen fhould 
be preferred to offices a^ we were 
qualified, and as our merit ibould 
recommend us. What they are go- 
ing to do with us now, I cannot 
imagine, unlefs it be to turn us a- 
fore the maft when half the fore- 
maft men are dead, and thrown 
over board. 

The mafter, or pilot of the fliip, 
heard all thefe things, and fent us 
word into the great cabin of all that 
paffcd, and, in (hort, affured us, 
that if thefe things went a little 
farther, he was afraid they would 
come up to a mutiny ; that there 
was great danger of it already, and 
that we ought to apply fome im- 
mediate remedy to it, or elfe he 
thought it would be too late: He 
told me the particulars alfo, and 
how the whole weight of their re- 
fen tment feemed to tend to a qua- 
relling at my command, as believ- 
ing that this projed: of -going to 
the Eaft Indies was wholly mine j 

and 
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and that the reft of the officers 
being a little influenced by the ac-« 
cddent of our being driven fo far 
out of our way, were only biaflfed 
in the reft by my opinion ; and as 
they were all againft it before, 
would have been fo ftill if it had 
not been for me ; and he feared, 
if they went on, they might enter 
into fome fatal meafures about me, 
and perhaps refolve to fet me on 
(hore in fome barren uninhabited 
land or other, to give me my belly 
full of new difcoveries, as it feems 
fome of them had hinted, and the 
iecond mate in particular. 

I was far from being infenfible 
of the danger I was in, and indeed 
of the danger the whole voyage, 
(hip and all, was in ; for I made 
no queftion, but that if their bru- 
tifti rage led them to one villainous 
adtion, they would foon go on to 
another ; and the devil would take 
hold of that' handle to reprefent 
the danger of their being punifhed 
for it when they came home 5 ^nd 

E 6 fo. 
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fo, as has been often the cafe, 
prompt them to mutiny againft all 
command, and run away with the 
fhip. 

However, I had prefence of mind 
enough to enter into proper mea- 
fures for our general fafety, and to 
prevent the worft in cafe of any 
attempt upon me. Firft I repre- 
fented the cafe to the reft of the 
gentlemen, and alked if they would 
ftand by me, and by the refolu- 
tions which we had taken for the 
voyage ; then I called in to our 
ailiftance, the chief mate, who was 
a kinfman of one of our owners, a 
bold refolute gentleman, and the 
purfer, who we knew was faithful 
to us ; as alfo the furgeon and the 
carpenter: I engaged them all to 
give me firft their opinions vvhe- 
ther they, were convinced of the 
reafonablenefs of my fcheme for 
. the voyage I had propofed^ and 
that they might judge for ihem- 
felves, laid it all before them again, 
arguing every part of it fo clearly 

to 
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to them, that they were convinced 
entirely of its being the moft ra- 
tional profped: of the voyage for 
ps, of any we could go about. 

When I had done this, I re- 
commended it to them to expoftu- 
late v^ith the ratDy and, if poffi- 
ble, to keep them in temper, and 
keep them to their duty ; but at 
the fame time, to fland all ready, 
and upon a fignal v^^hich I gave 
them, to come all to the fteerage, 
and defend the great cabin door 
with all the other hands, whom 
they could be fure of; and in the 
mean time to be very watchful over 
the motions of the men, and fee 
what ^hey drove at. - 

At the fame time I fortified my- 
felf with the French captain, and 
the fupercargo, and the other cap- 
tain; and by the way, all the' 
French captain's men were true to 
him (and he true to us) to a man. 
We then brought a fufficient ftore 
of ammunition and fmall arms into 
the great cabin, and fccured the 

fteerage. 
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flccfjgty as alio the lannd-houie, 
£fk that wc could not poffibly be 
uupiiscd. 

There was nothing done that 
B^ht, but the next morning I was 
infecmed, that the gunner and fe- 
Gond mate were in a clofe cabal 
together, and one or two of the 
midflupmeo, and that they had 
fwom to cme another, not that 
they would not go the voyage as 
was propofed, for that might have 
ended in their mnning away, which 
I flxmld not have been ibrry for ; 
bnt in (horf , their oath was, that 
the (hip fliould not go the voyage ; 
by which 1 was prdently to un-^ 
derftandy that they had feme mea« 
fures to take to prevent my defign 
of the vjoyage to the Phillipines, 
and that perhaps this was to run 
away with the (hip to Madagafcar^ 
which was not fsr off. 

1 had however this apparent en-* 
couragement^ that as the contri- 
vance was yet but two days old^ 
£ot it was but two d^ys fince they 

bad 
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had any notice of our intentions 
to go, they would be fome days 
caballing and farming an intcreft 
among the men, to make up a 
party ftrong enough to make any 
attempt; and that as I had a 
trufty fet of men who wouid be as 
diligent the other way, they would 
be contriving every method to get 
the men over to their opinion, 
fo that at leafl: it would be fome 
time before they could iQake their 
party up. 

The affair was rightly ponjedtur* 
ed, and the three noen who had 
made themfelves the head of the 
mutineers, went on a pace, and my 
men encreafed too, as much as 
could be defired for the time ; but 
the Friday after, which was about 
five days from the iirft diifcovery, 
one of the midfhipmen came and 
defired to fpeak with me, and beg-* 
ged it might not, if pofiible, be 
known that he was with me. I 
aiked him if he defired to be alone^ 
he faid no^ I might appoint whom 

I thought 
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I thought convenient that I could 
truft, but that what he had to fay, 
was of the laft importance to all 
our lives, and that therefore he 
hoped 1 would be very fure of thofe 
in whom I confided. 

Upon this I told him, I would 
name the chief mate, the French 
Captain, and the Super Cargo, and 
in the mean time, I bade him not 
be too much furprized, for , that 
I had already fome warning of the 
fcheme which I believed he had to 
tell me of, and that I was preparing 
all things to difappoint it : That 
howevet I fhould not value his 
fidelity the lefs, and that he might 
fpeak freely his mind before thoic 
men, for they were all in the fecret 
already, and he inight be fure both 
of protedtion and reward. 

Accordingly, I bade him go out 
upon the quarter deck, and walk 
there, and that when the chief 
mate went off into the round- 
houfe, he fliould go down between 
decks as if he was going into his 

cabin 
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cabin to fleep, and that when he 
heard the chief mate call the cabin 
boy, a black of mine, whofe name 
was Spartivento, he (hould take 
that for a fignal that the fteerage 
was clear, and he might come up, 
and (hould be let into the great 
cabin ; all which was fo managed, 
and in fo fhort a time, that he was 
w^ith us in the great cabin in a 
quarter of an hour after the firft 
conference, and none of the men 
perceived it. 

Here he let me into the whole fe- 
cret, and a wicked fcheme it was ; 
viz. That the fecond mate, the gun-- 
ner, three midfhipxnen, the cock- 
fwain, and about fix and thirty of 
the. men, had refolved to mutiny 
and feize upon all us who were in 
the new projeft, as they called it : 
and to confine us firft, then to fet 
us on ftiore, either there where we 
were, or fome where elfe, and fo 
carry the {hip away to the South 
Seas, and then to do as they found 
convenient; that is to fay, in a 

word, 
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wordy to feize upon me, the 
other captain, the French Cap* 
tjun, the fupcrcargo, the chief mate, 
doSor, and carpenter, with fome 
others, and run away with the 
ihip. 

He told me, that they had not 
fully concluded on all their mea* 
fures, nor gaiped fo many of the 
men as they intended; that th^ 
were to found fbme more of the 
men the next nu^-ning, and as &)oii 
as they had made their number up 
fifty, they were refolved to make 
the attempt, which they did not 
queftion would be by Thurfday^ 
and this was Monday morning; 
and that if they were then ready, 
they would make the onfet at 
changing iht watch the fame even«» 
ing. He added, that as they were 
to go on jQiore . the next morning 
for freih water, I (hould know the 
truth of it by this ; that the fecond 
mate wquld come to me, and tell 
me that they wanted more water, 
and to know if I pleafed the boats 

fhould 
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Khould go on (bore, and that if I 
choie it he would go with them, or 
any elie whom I pleafed to appoint; 
and that upon fuppofition that I 
would leave it to him, to take thofe 
be thought fit to go with him, he 
would then take occaiGion to choofe 
the principal confpirators, that they 
might, when they were on (bore, 
conclude upon the meafures they 
in^tended to purfue. 

I had all that day (Monday) to 
oi;d6r my preparations^ and upon 
this pldn intelligence, I determined 
to lofe no time, nor was it long bc^ 
SovQ I refolved what to do i ^r a& 
tSieir defign was defperate, £o I 
had nothing bat defperate remedies 
to provide. Having therefore fet-* 
tied my meafures, I called for the 
cockfwain, and bade him man the 
pinnace^ for that I was to go on 
ftore, and I appointed only the 
fupercargo, and the furgeon, and 
the French Captain, to go with 
me. 

There were no Englifb (hips i» 

the 
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the road, but there were about five 
Dutch veffels homeward bounds 
waiting for more, and three out- 
ward bound. As I paffed by one 
of the outward bound Eaft India 
(hips, the French Captain, as we 
had agreed before, pretended to 
know the fliip, and that the com- 
mander was his old acquaintance, 
and afked me to give him leave to 
vifit liim, and told me he was fure 
he would make us all welcome. I 
feemed unwilling at firft, telling 
him» I intended to go on (bore 
and pay my refpeSs to the Gover- 
nor, and, as was ufual, to afk him 
leave to buy fome provifions, and 
that the Governor would take it 
very ill if I did not go : However, 
upon his allcdging that we would 
not ftay, and that the Dutch Cap- 
tain, upon his going on board, 
would, he was fure, give us a 
letter of recommendation to the 
Governor, by which we (hould 
have every thing granted that we 
could defire, 1 confented to his 

impor-* 
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importunity, and we went on board. 

Captain Merlotte, who fpoke 
Dutch very well,. haled the ihip, 
afked the captain's name, and then 
afked if he was on board; they 
anfwered yes, then he bade them 
tell him the captain of the Englifli 
Ihip was come to vifit him ; up- 
on which, immediately their chief 
mate bade them man the fide, and 
flood at the fide to receive us, and 
before we could get up, the Dutch 
Captain came upon' the quarter 
deck, and with great civility in- 
vited us into his cabin ; and while 
we were there, the chief mate, by 
the captain's order, entertained the 
boats crew with like civility. 

When we were in the cabin. 
Captain Merlotte told the Dutch 
Captain that we came indeed to 
him in the form of a vifit, but that 
our bufinefs was of the grcatefl: im- 
portance, and defired we might 
ipeak to him of it in the hearing 
of none but fuch as he could truft : 
The captain told us with the great- 
ell: 
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eft open-heartednefa imaginable^ 
that though we were ftrangers to 
hitn, yet we looked like honeft 
men, and he would grant our re- 
qudl; we fhould fpeak it in the 
hearing of none but thofe we could 
truft, for there fhould be no body 
by but ourfelves* 

We made him fully fenfible 
that we knew how obliging that 
compliment was, but begged he 
would admit any whom he thought 
worthy to be trufted with a fecret 
of the laft importance. He then 
carried it as far the other way, and 
told us, that then he muft call in 
the whole fhip*s company, for that 
there was not a man in the (hip 
but he could truft his life in his 
hands. However, upon the whole, 
he fent every body out of the cabin 
but us three and himfelf, and then 
defired we would fpeak our minds 
freely. 

Captain Merlotte, who fpoke 
Dutch, began, but the Dutch Cap- 
tain interrupted him, and aiked if 

the 
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the Englifh Captain^ (meaning me) 
fpoke Dutch ; he laid no^ upoa 
which he aiked Captain Merlotte 
if he fpoke EngliHi, and he faid ycsp 
upon which he let me know that 
he underflood Englifh^ and defired 
I would fpeak to him in Englifh. 

I was heartily glad of this, and 
began immediately with the ftory, 
for we had time little enough. I 
told him that he was particularly 
happy, in having it in his power to 
fay he could put his life in the hand 
of any man, the meaneft in his fhip ^ 
that my men were unhappily the 
reverfe of his ; and then beginning 
at the firft of the ftory, I gave him 
a full account of the whole, as re-p 
lated above. 

He was extremely affc<fted with 
it, and aiked me what he could do 
to ferve me, and afTured me that he 
would not only do what in him 
l^y, but would engage all the (hips 
in the road to do the like, and the 
governor alfo on flaore. I thanked 
him very finccrely, and told him, 

that 
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that what at prefent was the cir- 
cumflance I thought lay before me^ 
was this, viz. that the chief con- 
fpirators would be on fhore on the 
morrow, with one, or perhaps two, 
of our boats, to fetch water, and 
get fome frefh provifions, and I 
&ould be very glad to have them 
feized upon by furprize, when they 
were on ftiore, and that then I 
thought I could mafter the reft on 
board well enough. 

Leave that to me, fays he, I 
will give the governor notice this 
evening, and as foon as they come 
on fhore they fhall be all feized; 
but, fays he, if you think they may 
incline to make any refiftance, f 
will write a line to the governor, 
and give it you now; then when 
your men go on fhore, order two 
of the principal rogues to go and 
wait on the governor with the let- 
ter from you, and when he re- 
ceives it, he fhall fecure them 
there ; fo they will be divided and 
taken with the more eafe. 

In 
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In the mean time^ added he« 
while this is doing on (hove, I will 
come on board your fliip, with my 
lon^ boat and pinnace^ and as ma« 
ny men as you pleafe, to repay you 
the compliment of this vifit, and 
affift you in reducing the reft. 

This was fo kind, and fo com- 
pleatly what I defired, that I could 
hav^ afked nothing more; and I 
accepted his vifit in his bargc^ 
which I thought would be enough, 
but was afraid that if more came, 
our men might be alarmed, and 
take arms before I was ready ^ fo 
we agreed upon that, and if I de- 
iired more help, I fhould hang out 
a fignal, viz. a red Antient on the 
mizen top. 

All things being thus confulted, 
I returned on board, pretending to 
our men that I had fpent fo much 
time on board the Dutch (hip, that 
I could not go on (bore; and in- 
deed fome of my men were fo 
drunk, that they could fcarce fit to 
their oars ; and the cockfwain was 
fo very far gone, that I took occa- 

Vol. I. F fion 
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iion to afk publickly, to leave him 
on board till the next day, giving 
the Dutch Captain alfo a hint that 
he was in the confpiracy, and I 
(hould be glad to leave bim on that 
account. 

The next day about nine o'clock, 
the fecond mate came to me, ^nd 
told me they wanted more water, 
and if I pleafed to order the boat 
on fliore, he would go, if I thought 
fit, and fee if he could get any frefh 
provifions, the purfer being indif* 
pofed. 

I told him yes, with all my 
heart, that the Dutch Captain laft 
night had given me a letter to the 
governor, to defire we might be 
f urnifhed with whatever we had oc* 
cafion for, and that I had thoughts 
of calling for him to go on fhore 
and deliver it, and that perhaps the 
governor might make him fomcf 
prefent in compliment to the Eng- 
lish nation* 

He feemed extremely pleafed at 
this, and even elevated, and going 

but 
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out to give orders about the boat, 
ordered the long boat and the ihaU 
it)p, and came in again, and aiked 
me who I pleafeji to have go along 
with him ; I anfwered, fmilingly 
to him, |)ick and choofe them your- 
felf, only leave the pinnace's crew 
that went with me yefterday, be- 
<:aufe thtf muft go on board again 
to carry the Dutch Captain a little 
^jrefent of Englifh beer that I aai 
going to fend him, and fetch aboard 
their drunken cockfwain, who was 
£o intoxicated, we were fain to 
leave him behind us. 

This was juft what he wanteds 

knd we found he chofe all the chief 

rogues of the confpiracy ; fuch as 

the boatfwain, the gunner, the mid- 

*£hipmen we fpoke of, and fuch of 

♦ the foremaft men as he had fecured 

in his defign, and of the reft, wc 

r judged they were in the plot, be* 

. caufe he took them with him i and 

thus having the long boat and the 

fliallop, with about .fix aod thirty. 

F a , men 
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men with them, away they went 
to fill water. 

When they came on (bore, they 
had prefently three Dutchmen, fet 
by the Dutch Captain, unperceivcd 
by them, to be fpies upon them, 
and to mark exadily what they did ; 
and at the fame time, found three 
boats of Dutchmen at the water* 
ing place, for the captain had pro« 
cured two boats to go on (hore 
from two other (hips, full of men 
al(b, having acquainted them with 
the defign. As foon as our boats 
came on fhore, the men appeared 
to be all very much engaged in 
fomething more than ordinary, and 
inftead of feparating, as it was er^ 
peded they (hould, they went all 
into one boat, and there they were 
mighty bu(y engaged in difcourfe 
one with another. 

The Dutch Captain had given the 
charge of thefe things to a briik, 
bold fellow, his mate, and he took 
the hints the captain gave him, fb 
well, that nothing could have been 

better ; 
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better ; for finding the men thus in 
a kind of a cabal, he takes four of 
his men with mufkets on their 
{faouldersy like the governor's men, 
and goes with them tathe Englifh- 
mens boat, and afks for their ofE- 
cer, the fecond mate, who upoa 
this appears : He tells them he 
comes from the governor, to know 
if they were Engliflimen, and what 
their bufinefs was on (hore there : 
The mate anfwered, they came 
from on bo^d the Engllih (hip, 
that they were driven there by ftrefs 
of weather,, and hoped they might 
have leave to fill water and buy 
neceflaries for their money. 

He told them he fuppofed the 
governor would not refufe them 
when he knew who they were, but 
that it was but good manners to 
aik leave: The Englifhman told 
him, that he had not yet filled any 
water,, or bought any provifions, 
and that he had a letter to the 
governor, fronx the captain, which 
he ilippofed was to pay the ufual 

F 3 civilities 



102 DE FOE*S VOYAGE 

civilities to him, and to give himr 
the civility of afking leave, as was 
cxpefted. 

The Dutchman aafwercd^i that 
was hael weel, that he might go 
and carry it if he plea&d then, and 
if the governor gave them leave,, 
all was right and as it ihould be : 
but that the men could not be ad- 
mitted to come on (hore till his 
return. 

Upon this, away goes the fecond 
mate of our fhip, and three of the 
men with him, whereof the gun- 
ner was one ; for he had aiked the 
Dutchman bow many be might 
carry with him, and he told hiffi 
three or four ; and thofe he took, 
you may be fore were of the par- 
ticular men, whom he had a confi- 
dence in, becaufe of their conver- 
iing together by the way. • 

When they came to the gover- 
nor, the mate font in a meflagc 
firft, viz. That he was come from 
on board the Englifh fliip in the 

roadj, 
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road^ and that he had a letter from 
the captain to his Excellence. 

The governor, who had notice 
given him of the bufinefs, fends out 
word, that the gentlemen (hould 
fend in the letter,, and the gover- 
nor wduld give them an anfwer : 
In the mean time, there appeared 
a guard of foldiers at the Gover- 
nor's houfe, and the four Englifh- 
men were let into the outer room, 
where the door was (hut after them, 
and the foldiers ftood without the 
door^y and mpre foldiers in another 
room between them and the par-- 
Jour which th^ governor fat in^_^ 

After fome tim?, the mate was 
Galled in, and the governor tolcj 
bim, that he had read the letter 
which he brought, and a{ked him, 
if he knew the contents of it j h? 
anfwered no :. The governor repli- 
ed, he fuppofed not, for if he had^ 
he would, fcarce have brought it } 
at the fame time told him, he was 
obliged to make him and all his 
men prifoners, at the requeft of 

F 4 th'eir 
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their own captain, for a confpiracjr 
to raife a mutiny and ran away with 
the (hip. Upon which, two great 
fat Dutchmen came up to him and 
bid him deliver his fword, which 
he did with fome reluftancc; for 
he was a flout, ftrong fellow ; but 
he faw it all to no purpofe to 
difpute or rcfift. 

At the fame time, the three men 
without were made prifoners alfo, 
by the foldiers. When the gover- 
nor had thus fecured thefe men, he 
called them in and enquired the 
particulars of the cafe, and cx- 
poftulated with them very pathetic 
cally upon fuch a horrid, villan- 
ous defign, and enquired of them 
what the occafion could be; and 
hearing all they had to fay in their 
defence, told them he could do no- 
thing more in it, till their captain 
came on fhore, which would be in 
a day or two, and that in the mean 
time, they muft be content to re- 
main in cuftody, which they did, 
fcparatcd from one another. They 

were 
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were very/ civilly treated^ but ftridlly 
kept from fpeaking or fending any 
meflages to one another^ or to the 
boats. 

When this was accompli(Hed^ 
the governor fcnt fix' files of muf- 
queteers down to the watering place^ 
with ah order to fecure all the Eng- 
liflimen in the two boats, which was 
done. They feemed inclined to 
make fome reiiftance at firft, being 
all very well armed; but the fea* 
men of the three Dutch long boats, 
joining themfelves to the foldiers, 
and notice being given the Englifh 
ieamen, that if they fired one gun^ 
they ihould have no quarter, and 
efpecially their two principal men, 
. the chief mate, and the gunner, 
being abfent, they fubmitted, and 
were all made prifoners alfo* 

When this was done, of which 
the Dutch Captain had. notice, by a 
fignal from the fhore, he came off 
in his fhallop, with about fixteen 
fcamen, and five or fix gentlemen 
and officers, to pay his vifit to 

F 5 me» 
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me. I received him with all the 
appearance of ceremony imaginable, 
ordered an elegant dinner to be 
prepared for him, and caufed his 
men to be all treated upon the 
deck, and made mighty preparatl:- 
ons for the feaft. 

But in the middle of all this,. 
Captain Merlotte, with all his 
Frenchman, being thirty- two, ap- 
peared in arms on the quarter 
deck ; the Dutch Captain's attend- 
ants flood to their arms on the 
main deck, and I, with the fuper- 
cargo, the dodror, and the other 
captain, leaving the Dutch Cap- 
tain and fome men in the great 
cabin as a referve, came to the 
fteerage door, cleared the fteerage 
behind me, and ftood there with a 
cutlafs in my hand, but faid no- 
thing; neither was there a word 
fpoke any where all the while. 

In this junfture, the chief mate, 
the faithful midfhipmen, the car- 
penter, and the gunner's mate, with 
about twenty men, wliom they 
• could 
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could truft^ went fore and aft be- 
tween dcck^, and fecured all the 
particular men that we had the 
leaft fufpicipn erf", being no lefs 
than thirty-five more : Thefc they 
fecured^ bringing them up into the 
iicerage, where their hands were 
tied behind them, and they were 
commanded not to fpeak a word to 
one another, upon pain of prefent 
death . . 

When this was done, the chief 
jnate came to me to the fteerag? 
door, and paffing by, went for-r 
ward on with his men, entered the 
cook room,. and pofted himfelf ac 
the cook room door. . There might 
he ftill about eighty men upon the 
forecaille, and midihips upon the 
open decks;, and there they ftoo(i 
flaring, and furprizcd at what was 
doing, but not being able to guefs 
in the. leaft what was meant, what 
was the caufe of it, or what was 
intended to be done farther- 
When I found all things ready, 
I moved forward a ftep or two, and 

F 6 beckoning 
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beckoning to the mate to command 
filence, I told the men^ that I ^as 
not difpofcd to hurt any man, nor 
had I done what I now did, but by 
neceflity^ and that I expefbed they 
^ould all fubmit ; that if any one 
of them made the leaft refiftance, he 
was a dead man, but that if they 
would be eafy and quiet, I (hould 
give a very good account to them 
all, of every part of the voyage, or 
fcheme of a voyage which I had 
laid, and which had been fo ill re- 
prelented to them. 

Then I caufed my commiflioner 
letter of mart to be read to them all, 
by which it appeared, that I wa« 
really chief commander of the (hip, 
and had a right to direft the vo)'age 
as I thought beft ; with a paper of 
written inftruftions, iigned by the 
owners and adventurers, and di« 
re<fted to me, with another paper of 
inftrudlions to all the officers, to be 
directed by me in all things ; which 
indeed, was all news to them, for 
they did not think I was the chief 

captain 
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captain or commander of the (bip 
and voyage. 

- When I had done this^ I gave 
them a long and full account of 
the reafons vrhy- I thought it heft 
as our prefent circumftances werd 
ilated^ not to go to the South Seas 
iirily but to go away to the Phil- 
lipine Iflands^ and what great prof- 
pedl of advantage to the owners 
there was^ as well as to the men ; 
and that I wondered much that 
fuch meafures were taking in the 
fhip as I heard there were; and 
that h v^as not, they might fee, 
unprovided of means to reduce 
every one of them to their duty 
by force, and to punifh thofe that 
were guilty as they deferved ; but, 
that I rather defired to win them 
with kindnefs; and that therefore 
I had refolved, that if any of them 
had any reafon to did ike the voyage, 
they fhould be fafely fet on ihore, 
and fuffefed to go to the fecond 
mate and his comrades : And far- 
ther, I told them what circumftan- 
ces 
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ces they were in, and how offcdu-r 
ally they were fccured. . 

This a(lani(hed them, aad fur—, 
prized theai exceedingly, and fcmie 
of th$m enquire4 mor^ pairticujarly 
into th^ circumftaDC^ of the /aid 
Second mate and hiB , feUows : I 
told thein they were fafe e^ough^ . 
and fhould remain fo: For as I 
could prove they had all a vil-- 
lanous defign to run away with, 
the (hip, and fet mp on ihore, ei- 
ther here, or in a worfe place, I 
thought that only upon acopwot of. 
my own fafety, fuch men were not 
fit to go in the (hip, bci^g once 
capable to cntertajin fuch horrid 
mifchievous thoughts^ or that could 
be guilty of fuch a viUany; and 
that if any of them were of their 
minds, they were very welcome, 
if they thought fit, to go to them. 

At this offer, fome bold rogues 
upon the forecaftle, which I did not 
difcern, by reafon of the number 
that ftood there, cried out. One and 
all^ which was a cry, at the fan^ 
time, of mutiny and rebellion, that 

was 
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was certain, and in its kind very 
dangerous* £J 

However^ to let tfaem iee I was 
not to be daunted with it,- 1 called 
oat to one of the moa among them> 
whom I iaw upon the forecaftle* 
You Jones, iaid I, tell me who 
they are, and come away from 
them, for I will make an example 
^f them> whoever they are. WilL 
Jones flunk in among the reft, and 
made me no anfwer, and immedi- 
ately One and all was cried again^ 
and a little huzza with it, and Ibme 
of the men appeared to have fire 
arms with them. There was a great 
many of them, and I prefently ford- 
faw, that if I went to the extre- 
mity, I fliould fpoil the voyage,, 
though I conquered them^ fo \ 
bridled my paffion with all my 
power, and faid calmly, very well 
gentlemen, let me know what you 
mean by one and all ? I offered any 
of you that did not like to go the 
the voyage, to quit the (hip -, is 
that what you intend by One and 

all? 
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all? If fo, you are welcome, and 
pray take care to do it immedi<<> 
ately y as for what chefts or clothes 
you have in the (hip, you (hall 
jiave them all with you. Upon 
this I made the chief mate, who 
was now come to me again, adi. 
vance a little with fome more men, 
and get between the men upon the 
forecaftle, and thofe who were up*, 
on the main deck ; and, as if he 
Ji^d wanted room, when he was 
gotten between them, he faid to 
them, iland aft a little gentlemen, 
and fo crowded them towards mc. 

As they came nearer and nearer 
. to where I ftood, I had. opportu- 
nity to fpeak to them fingly,. which 
I did calmly and fmiling. 

Why how now Tom, fays I to 
one of them, what are you among 
the mutineers ? 

Lord Sir, fays Tom, not I, they 
are mad I think, 1 have nothing to 
fay to them ; I care not where I go, 
not I ; 1 will go round the globe 
with you, it's all one to me. 

Well 
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Well Tom, fays I, but what do 
you do among them then? come 
away into the fteerage, and fhow 
yourfelf an honeft man. 

So Tom comes in, and after him 
another, and then two more ; upon 
my faying to Tom what do you do 
among them, on^ of the fellows 
fays to one of the officers that 
flood at a little diilance from me, 
what does the captain mean by fay* 
ing among them, what does he 
reckon us to be in the plot ? He is 
quite wrong, we are all ignorant, 
and furprized at it. He immedi- 
ately tells me this, and I was glad, 
you may be fure to hear it, and 
iaid aloud to the man that he fpoke 
to, if they are honeft men and 
would not appear in this villainy, 
let them go down between decks 
and get out of the way, that they 
may have no (hare in the punifli*- 
ment, if they have none in the 
crime. With all my heart, fays 
one, God blefs you captain, fays 
another, and away they dropt one 

by 
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bj one in at the fteerage door, and 
down between decks, every one to 
his hammock or cabin, till there 
were not above five oc fix of then^ 
left. 

By this time, our two boats ap- 
peared from the Ihorc, being both 
manned with Dutchmen, viz. the 
Dutch Captain's mate and about 
twenty of his men, all the water 
calks full, but not a man of mine. 
with them, for they were left on 
ibore in &Sc cuftody. 

I waited till they came on board,, 
and then turning to the men on 
the forecaftle,. I told them they 
fliould go on board the boats im- 
mediate^, as foon as the huts of 
water were hoiiled in. They iljll 
faid One and all ^ they were ready,, 
dcfired they might go and fetch 
their clothes.. 

No, no,, fays I, not. a man of 
you Ihall fet your foot any more 
into the ihip; but go get you into 
the boat, and what is your own, 
iinW be given you into the boat. 

, Aa- 
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As I fpoke this in an angry 
tone^ and with a kind of paflion»! 
that befpoke refentment to a hight 
degree, they began to fee they hdd 
no opportunity to choofe; and 
fome of them flipt down the fcut-- 
tie into the cook room. I had or-- 
dered the officer who was there,, 
who was one of the mid(hipmcn^ 
to wink at it, and let m many 
come down as offered it, and the 
honeft man did more than that;; 
for he went to the fcuttle himfelf,^ 
and as if he had whifpered, fo that 
I &ould not hear him, called them 
oine by one by their names, and ar^ 
gued with them : Prithee * Jack,, 
iays he to one of them, do not you 
be diftradted tod ruin yourfelf to 
gratify a rafh drunken humour ; if 
you go into the boat you are un- 
done, you will be feized as foon as 
you come on ftiorc as the reft are^ 
and will be fent to England In. 
irons, and there you. will be infal- 
libly hanged ; why you are cer**^ 
tainly all mad% 

Jack 
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Jack replies, he had no defigir 
to mutiny, but the fecond mate-' 
drew him in, and he did not know 
what to do» he wiflied he had not 
meddled ; he knew he was un- 
done; but now what could he 
do? 

Do, fays the midfliipman, leave 
them for Hiame, and flip dowir 
here, and I will fee and get yoib 
off if I can. 

Accordingly he pulled him 
down, and after him fo many 
got out of fight the iame way 
that there was not above fevcn- 
tccn or eighteen left upon the 
IbrecalVle^ 

I feemed to take no no^ce of that^ 
till at laft one of the mea that was 
left there with his hat or cap in 
bis hand, fteppiag juft to the edge 
cf the fbrecaitle which was next 
to me, fdid, in a very refpcftful 
nitiiiKT, that I faw how many had 
Ihiiik away and made their peace, 
or lit leali obtained pardon, and 
night, perhapsy know thai 
they 
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they who were left were only fuch a8 
had their duty there, being placed 
there of courfe before the mutiny 
bQgZQ, and that they had no hand 
in it, but abhorred it with all their 
hearts^ which he hoped I would 
^oniider and not join them with 
thofe that had offended, merely 
becaufe they came upon the fore- 
caftle and mixed there with the 
men who had the watch. 

I told him if that was true it 
would be in their favour, but I 
€xpt6tcd he would prove it to my 
fatiefadion before 1 accepted that 
for an excufe. He told me it 
might, perhaps, be hard to prove 
it, feeing the boatfwain and his 
mate, and the fecond mate were 
gone, but the reft of the fliip's 
crew could all teftify that they 
were a part of the men whoie 
watch it was, and that they were 
upon the forecaftle by the neceffity 
of their duty and no other wife, and 
called feveral men who were upon 

duty 
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duty with them to vdtnefs it, who 
did confirm it. 

Upon this, I found myfelf un^ 
der a neccflity, in juftice to the 
men, to approve it : But my own 
manag^nent was a bite upon my- 
ffelf in it; for though I did allow 
the midfliipman to wink at their 
flipping away as before, yet I made 
no queftion but I fhould have fome 
left to make examples of; but as I 
could not go back from the pro*- 
•inife of nvercy which I had allowed 
the mid/hipman to offer in my 
name : So I tricked myfelf by their 
miftake into a neceflity of pardon- 
ing them all, which was very far 
from my defign ; but there was no 
-remedy. 

However, the men, when they 
were fo happily efcaped, defired the 
-midfhipman, who had been ia- 
ftrumental to their deliverance, to 
afTure me, that as they were fenii* 
ble they had deierved very ill at 
my hands, and that yet I had treated 
them thus kindly, they would not 

only 
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only reveal td me all tlie particulars 
•of the confpiracy, and the names 
of thofe principally concerned in 
it, but that they would aflure me, 
they would never more difpute any 
of my meafiires, but were very 
ready to do their duty as feamen 
to what part of the world foever I 
rrright think fit to go, or which 
way I thought fit to carry them; 
whether outward or homeward, 
and that they gave me the tender 
of their duty in this manner with 
the utmoft fincerity and with thank* 
fulnefs, for my having forgivea 
them that conduft which was the 
Ts^orft that a fcaman could be guil- 
ty of -^ 

I took this very kindly, and 
fent them word I did fo, and thkt 
they (hould fee they had taken the 
^wifer Gourfe, that I had an in- 
tire confidence in their fidelity, and 
that they fhould never find I would 
reproach them with, or ufe them 
the worfe, for what had paft. 

I muft 
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I muft confefs, I was very glad 
of this fttbmiffion of the men ; for 
though by the meafures I had 
taken I was fatisfied I (bould con- 
quer them, and that I . was iafe 
from their attempts ; yet carrying 
it on by reioitment, and doing 
juftice upon the ofienders, what- 
ever advantage it had one way, 
had this difadvantage in the con- 
quence; (viz.) that it would ruin 
the voyage, for at leaft half, the 
men were in the plot. ^' 

Having thus conquered them by 
good ufage, I thought my next 
work was to enquire into the mif- 
takes 'which had been the founda- 
tion of all this : So before I parted ' 
with the men who had returned to 
their duty, I told them, that as I 
had freely forgiven what was pail, 
fo I would keep my word, that I 
would never reproach them with 
it ; but that I thought it was ne- 
ceflary their judgments (hould be 
convinced how much they were 
impofed upon, as well as their 

tempers 
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tempers be reduced by my kind- 
nefs to them^ That I was of the 
opinion that they had been abufed 
in the account given them of 
what I had defigned to do, and of 
the reafons I had to give for doing 
it ; and I would defire them to let 
me know afterwards, whether they 
had been faithfully informed or 
iiot ; and whether in their own 
judgement, now when they Were 
freed from the prepofleflions they 
were under, they could objcA any 
thing againft it or no. 

This I did with refped to the 
other men who I had made prifon- 
crs in the fteerage, who I had the 
fame defign to be kind tb as I had 
to thefe ; but upon whom I refolvcd 
to work this way, becaufe, after: 
all, I might have this work to do 
over again if I fliould meet with 
any difappointment or mifcarriagc' 
in the voyage ; or efpecially if we 
fhould be put to any difficulties or 
diftrcfs in the purfuing it. 

In order to this, I caufed the 
Vol. i. G voyage 
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voyage itiiblf^ and the reaibns of itf 
the nature of the trade I was to 
carry on by it, the purfuit of it to 
the South Seas; and in a word^ 
every thing juft as we had argued 
and fettled it in the great cabin^. to 
be put into writing and read to 
them. 

The fellows, every one of them, 
declared they were fully fatisfied 
in the voyage itfelf, and that my 
reafons for it were perfedlly good 5 
and that they had received a quitQ 
different account of it ; as that { 
would carry them into the ifland 
of the Moluccas, which was the 
moft unhealthy part of the Eaft 
Indies ; that I would go away 
to the South for new difcoveries ^ 
and that I would go away thence to 
the South Seas ; which was a voy-- 
age of fuch a length, that no ihip 
could vidlual for ; that it was im« 
poffible to carry frefb water fuch a 
length ; and in a word, that it was 
a voyage that would deftroy us all* 

It was the chief mate aqd the 
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micKhip-oian who took them all 
down the fcuttle, that brought me 
this account from them; £o I made 
him take two of thoie penitent mu- 
tineers with him, and go to the 
men in the fteerage, whom he had 
made prifoners at firft, and fee 
whether their delufions were of 
the fame kind, and what kind of 
temper they were in : Accordingly 
he went to them diredlly, for this 
was not a buiinefs that admitted 
giving them time to club and cabal 
together, and form other focieties or 
combinations which might have 
confequences fatal to us flilh 

When he came to them, he told 
them, the captain was willing to 
do all the juftice poflible to his 
men, and to ufe them on all occa^ 
fions with equity and kindncfs ; 
that I had ordered him to enquire 
calmly what it was bad moved them 
to thefe diforders, and what it was 
which they had been made to be- 
lieve was doing, that they could 
enter into meafures . fo dellru Aive 

G 2 to 
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to them£:lves» and to thofe who 
had cntruftcd them all with the 
(hip and cargo ; for -that in a voy- 
age every foremaft-man, in his de- 
gree, is trufted with the fafety of 
the whole (hip. 

They anfwered it was the fecond 
mate I that they had never fhevvn 
themielves difcontented, much lefs 
difordcrly in the (hip; that they 
had on all occaiions done their duty 
through the whole voyage till now, 
and that they had no ill deiign upon 
any one, much lefs had they any 
•defign to dcftroy the voyage or in- 
jure the captain; but that they 
were all told by the fecond mate, 
that the captain had impofed upon 
them, by propoiing a mad voyage 
to the South Pole that would be 
the death of them all, and that 
they were to lay afide the trading 
and cruifing voyages which they 
came out upon, and were now to 
fpend the whole voyage in new dif- 
coveries ; by which the men could 
propoie nothing to.themfelves but 

hard(hips. 
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hardlhips^ and perhaps perifliing 
with hunger and cold; whereas, 
had they gone to the South Seas as ^ 
was intended, they might all have , 
been made; and that the hazards 
with that profpedt, had fome con- 
folation in them ; whereas in this 
projcd, there was nothing but cer- . 
tain deftrudtion. 

The mate delivered them a copy 
of the fchemc I had propofed, the 
reafons of it, the trade I had de^ 
figned, the return I was to make, 
and every thing as I have already ^ 
mentioned, and bade them take it 
and confider of it. 

As 1 was juftly provoked to fee 
how I had been abufed and mifre- 
prefented to the men, fo they were 
aftonifhed when they read my 
fcheme and faw what mifchiefs 
they had been led into for they 
knew not what, and without any 
reafon or juft confideration : And 
after they had debated things a 
while among themfelves, they de- 
fired the chief mate might come 

G 3 ta 
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to them again^ which he did : 
Then they told him, that as they 
had been thus grofsly abufed and 
drawn into mifchiefs which they 
jiever defigned, by fuch plaufiblc 
. pretences, and by being told fnch 
a long ftory full of lies, and to 
carry on an infernal projcft of the 
fecond mates -, they hoped then^ 
being fo much impofed upon, 
would a little extenuate their fault ; 
that they were convinced, the cap- 
tain had propofed nothing but 
what was very rational, and a voy- 
age that might be very profitable 
to the pwners and to every indi- 
vidual ; and they intirely threw 
themfelves upon the captain's 
mercy, and humbly begged par- 
don; that if I pleafed to forgive 
them, they would endeavour to 
merit fuch forgivenefs by their fu- 
ture behaviour; and that in the 
mean time, they fubmited to what 
puniftiment I pleafed to lay upon 
them : And particularly, that as 
they had forfeited, by their con- 

fpiracy. 
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fpiracy^ all the claim they had 
upoB the fhip^ and might juftly 
have been turned on fhore at the 
firft land they came to, they were 
willing to iign a difcharge for all 
their wages due to them, which 
was now near eight months a 
man, and to be confidered for the 
reft of the voyage as they deferved : 
That they would all take a folemi\ 
Oath of fidelity to me to do their 
dutyj to go wherever I would carry 
them, and to behave with the great- 
eft fubmiflion and diligence, in 
hopes to regain my favour by their 
future behaviour, and to ftjcw their 
gratitude for the pardon I ftiould 
grant them. 

This was indeed juft as I would 
have it, for I wanted nothing more 
than to have fomething offered, 
which I might give them back 
again ; for I ever thought, and 
have found it by experience to be 
thebeftway; aifid men were always 
fecured in their duty by a generous 
kindnefs, better than by abfolute 

G 4 dominion 



ixr DE FOE'S VOYAGE 

dominion and feyerity : Indeed my 
opinion was juftified in all the mea* 
furcs I took with thefe men; for 
as I found they were fufficiently 
humbled, and that J had brought 
them low enough, I let them 
know, that it was not their pu- 
nifhment but their amendment I 
dcfired; that I fcorned to make a 
prey of them, and take that forfei- 
ture they had offered, by putting 
the wages due to them for their la- 
bour in my pocketi I then fcnt 
them word, I was very glad to hear 
that they were fenfible how much 
they had been impofed upon ; that, 
as it w^as not my defign to offer 
any thing to them, which they or 
any honefl men ought to refufe, fb 
it was not my defire to make any 
advantages of their follies, but what 
might tend to bringing them back 
to their duty ; that as I had no 
profpe<a that was inconfifient with 
their fafety and interefl, fo I fcorned 
to make an advantage of their fub- 
miifion; that as to their wages^ 

though 
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though they had forfeited them by 
their mutiny, yet God forbid 1 
fhould convert them to my own 
profit : and fince forgiving their 
offence v^ras in my povvrer, the 
crime being in one particular an 
offence againft me, they fhould 
never be able to fay I made a gain 
of ^ their fubmiflion an4 like the 
Pope (hould fell them my pardon > 
that upon their folemn engaging 
to me never to offer the leaft dif- 
turbance of any kind in the fhip 
for the future, but to do their duty 
faithfully and chearfully, I would 
forget all that was paft ; only this 
I cxpeded, that two of them wha 
were particularly guilty of threat- 
ening the life of Captain Merlotte,, 
fhould be puniflied as they de- 
fer ved^ 

They could not deny but -this 
was moft juft; and they did not fo' 
much as offer to intercede for thofe 
two: But when one of the two 
moved the reft to petition for 
them,, they anfwered they could 

G 5, not 
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not do it, for they had received 
favour enough for themfelvcs, and 
they could not defire any thing of 
the captain for their fakes, fw they 
had all deferved puni&ment as well 
as they. 

In a word, the two men were 
brought upon deck, and foundly 
■whipped and pickled; and they all 
proved very honeft ever after: And 
thelV, as 1 faid at firft were two 
and thirty in all. 

AH this while Captain Merlotte 
with his Frenchmen were in arms, 
and had pofTcflion on the quarter 
deck to the number of 23 ftout men ; 
I had poflefTion of the main deck 
with J 8 men and the 16 Dutch- 
men, and my chief mate, with the 
midfhipman had poflellion of the 
cook room and quatter deck; the 
Dutch Captain, our fupercargo^ 
the furgeon, and the other captain 
kept the great cabin, with a guard 
of r 2 mufquiteers without the door, 
:i!ui about 8 more within, helides 
("f Tvants. Captaid Merlotte's man 
alfo 
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had a guard of eight men * in the 
round-houfe. I had how nothing to 
do but with my men who were on 
fhore ; and of thefe, fix of them were 
no way culpable, being men not 
embarked in the defign, but carried 
on (hore by the chief mate, with 
a defign to engage them with him ; 
£0 that indeed they fell into a pu- 
nifhment before they fell into the 
crime, and what to do with thefe 
men was a nice point to manage. 

The firft thing I did, was to dif^ 
mifs my vifiter the Dutch Captain, 
who I had a great deal of reafon to 
think myfclf exceedingly obliged 
to : And firft I hahdfomely re- 
warded his men, to whom I gave 
four pieces of eight a man ; and 
having waited on the captain to the 
(hip's fide and feen him into his 
boat, I fired him 21 guns at hi$ 
going off; for which Ke fired 25 
when he came on board his fliip. 

The fame afternoon I fcnt my 
pinnace on board him for my 
drunken cockfwaih, and with the 

G 6 pinnace 
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pinnace I fent the captain three 
dozen bottles of EngliOi beer^ and 
a quarter cafk of canary, which 
was the befl prefent I had to make 
him; and fent every one of his 
other feamen a piece of eight per 
man; and indeed the affiftance I 
had from the fhip deferved it ; and 
to the mate who a<3:ed fo bravely 
with my men on fliore I fent fifty 
pieces of eight • 

The next day I went on fliore to 
pay my refped:s to the governor, 
when I had all the prifoners deli- 
vered up to me; tne fix men I 
caufed to be immediately fet at 
liberty, as having been innocent, 
and brought all the reft on board 
tied hand and foot as prifoners, and 
continued them fo a great while 
afterward as the reader will find: 
As for the fecond mate, I tryed 
him formally by a council of war, 
as I was empowered by my com- 
mifilon to do, and fentenced him 
to be hanged at the yard arm : And 
though I fufpended the execution 

from 
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from day to day^ yet I kept him 
in expciftation of the halter every 
hour ; which> to fome^ would have 
been as grievous^ as the hanging 
itfelf. 

Thy^s we conquered this def- 
perate mutiny, all principally pro* 
ceeding from fuffering tne private 
difputes among ourfelves^ which 
ought to have been the Arcana of 
the whole voyage^ and kept as 
fecret as death itfelf could have 
kept it, I mean fo as not to come 
among the feamen afore the mail. 

We lay here twelve days^ during 
which time we took in frefti water 
as much as we had cafks for^ and 
were aible to ftow. On the 13th 
day of Auguft we weighed and 
ftood away to the Eaft, deigning 
to make no land any more tilt 
we c^me to Java-Head, and the 
Streights of Sunda; for that way 
we intended to fail : But the wind 
fprung up at £.. and £. & E. and 
blew fo freflb, that we were obliged, . 
after two d^ys beating againfl it, to 

bear 
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to part with her ; ind the capt»n 
promifed me to go on board the 
ihip that brought her in, and en- 
quire about it, and let me know. 

Accordingly the next mornings 
the captain fent me word I might 
have her; that flie carried eight 
guns, had good ftorc of provifions- 
on board, whh ammunition fufii- 
cient, and I might have her and all 
that n'*$ in her for twelve hundred 
rKCCs of ^^t. In a word, I 
tcfit xax chict mate back with the 
l^me mcflenger and the moq^y; 
giring him commifiion to pay foit 
it and take pofieGion of her if h& 
liked her> and the Dutch Captain,; 
my friend, lent him 12 men to 
bring her off to us ; which they 
did nie fame day. 

I was a little put to it for a mall 
for her, having not any thing on 
board we could fpare that was fit 
for a main-mail; But refolving at 
laft to maft her not as a floop, but 
as a brigantine, we made Ihift with 
— *-"' pieces we had, and a fpare 
1 forctop- 
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foretop-maft, which one of the 
Dutch (hips helped me to, fo we 
fitted her up very handfomely^ 
made her carry twelve guns, and 
put 60 men on board. One of 
the bcft things we found on board 
her, was' cafk, which we greatly 
wanted, efpecially for bprrelling up 
beef and otlier proyifions, which 
we found very difficult; but our 
cooper eked them out with mak- 
ing fome new ones out of her old 
ones. 

After flaying here fixteen days 
more, we failed again. Indeed, I 
thought once we {hould never havcj 
gone away at all; fdr it is certain 
above half the men in the (hip had 
been made uneafy, and there re-, 
mained ilill fome mif-underftand- 
ing of my defign, and a fuppofi- 
tion of all the frightful things 
the fecond mate had put in their 
heads ; and by his means the boat*^ 
fwain and gunner. 

As thefe three had the principal 
management of the confpiracy^ and 

that 



f3« DE FOE'S VOYAGE 

that I had pardoned all the kA, 
I had fome thoughts of making an 
exan^ple of thefe ; I took care to let 
them know it too^ in a manner, that 
they had no room to think it was 
in jeft, but that I intended to have 
them all three hanged ; and I kept 
them above three weeks in. fuf- 
penie about it : However as I had 
no intention to put them to death, 
I thought it was a piece of cruelty 
ibmething worfe than death to 
keep them continually in expecta- 
tion of ity and in a place too where 
they had but little more than room 
to breathe. 

So having been feventeen days 
gone firom the Cape, I refolved to 
relieve tkem a little; and yet at 
the fame time remove thrai out of 
the way of doing me any capital 
injury, if they {hould have any 
fuch dciign ftill in their heads : For 
this purpofe I caufed them to be re- 
niovcd out of the fliip into the brig- 
(intinc, and there I permitted them 
to hivc a little naorc libcrly. than 

they 
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they had on board the great (hip ; 
and where two of them entered 
into another confpiracy, as wild 
and foolifh as ever 1 heard of, or 
as, perhaps, was ever heard of by 
any other, but of this I ihall iay 
more in its place. 
» We were now to fail in compa- 
ny, and w^ went away from the 
Cape the third of September, 1 7 1 4 . 
We found the brigantine was an 
excellent fea-boat, and could bear 
the weather to a miracle^ and no 
bad iailor : ihe kept pace with us 
on all occafions, and in a ftorm we 
had at S. S, Eaft, &>mt days after, 
ibe fhifted as wdl as we did in the 
great (hip, which made us all well 
plcafed with her. 

This ftorm drove ud away to the 
Northward; and I once thought 
we (hould have been driven back 
to the Cape again > which if it had 
happened^ I believe we (hould ne- 
ver have gone on with the voyage i 
for the men began to murmur 
again, and fay wc were bewitched, 
^ ' that 



140 DE FOE'S VOYAGE 
that wc were beaten off firft from 
die South of America, that we 
ccukii ncTcr get round there* and 
Qcw drivfo back, from the South 
ct Africi ; fo that in fhort it looked 
«{ if f-tc hoid dttcrmincd this voy- 
»i« to be rcriutfd ao tarthcr. The 
»i!;ra cccdracd szd Hew cxceed- 
t;':C h-iri ; i:ii In ihcrt, we were 
C-iv^tT :o rir w the North, that 
** nr-aic t^e Sccth point of the 

> ' r r . j~c tiffir i; to be Madag- 
t.c:~ is i-vc IS b; ^:^ « clear view 
^~ ,-^t 'u.-c> mni hni::* baten fo 
V— ; cr '"-- ;i* KK ;? BO purpofe, 
fi-xi >r---^ It wixc -re ^JCT things^ 
»!? r;iL.-.ei to ptt ^; and ac- 
v-,T-i;.-gi7 mace far F^rt St. Au- 
guuLic, on the W-^ c3e of the 
iJand, w'ttnrc we cEzse to an an- 
chor in eleven fathom iratcr, and 
a very good road. 

I could not be without a great 

tmny anxious thoughts upcm our 

coming into this ifland; for I knew 

^11 that there was a gang of 

defperate. 
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defperate rogues here, efpecially on 
the Northern Coaft, who had been 
famous for their piracies ^ and I 
did not know but that they might 
be either ftrong enough as pirates, 
to take uSy or rogues enough to 
entice a great many of my men to 
run away : So I refolved neither to 
come near enough the fhore to be 
furprized, nor to fuffer any of my 
men to go on fhore, fuch excepted 
as I could be very fecure of. 

But I was foon informed by a 

Dutchman who came off to me 

with fome of the natives in a kind 

of canvas boat, that there were 

no Europeans there but himfelf, 

and the pirates were on the North 

part of the ifland ; that they had 

no fhip with them of any force> 

♦and that they would be glad to be 

• fetched off by any chriftian ihip ; 

that they were not above 200 in 

number, their chief leaders, with 

the only ihips of force they had, 

being out a cruiiing on the Coaft 

of 
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of At^^Imj, and the Gulph of Per^ 

ATrar tlais* I went on ihore my- 
dii" wini Captain Merlotte, and 
XMnr cif 3ir cacn whom I could 
Qr4*.tu ^oni iKc foand. it true as 
t;iiit PuftjMnn™ h2d related. The 
ju'^c:;amawi 2:iT« us ar long hiftoiy 
wc JuJ? ^Jf«:r2res, and how he 
vaamt etr ii? i^i there by a (hip he 
caimr ir rr.x:: Exaropc, which, he 
rnini*Tir xr rrro the country for 
:bv?rr, •* i^ rihrac mcffc of his com- 
rades wenr utxt TJfiJicut them and 
lest them amcrrg:ihi natives, who 
hc^vcver uStd ticca cxtxemely well, 
2zd thu no;¥ he icrrcd them for 
an iiiterpreter and a bcxkcr, to bar* 
gain for thecn with the European 
iiiips for prov.iiccs. Accordingly 
he engagtd to bring us what prot* 
riBcas we pleiied, and propofed 
iuch trinkets in return, as he knew 
the natires d££ cd^ and as ifrere of 
valoe little enough to ns, but he 
-^-^•id a conBderatioa for himielf 
y, which though it was of 

no 
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ti& to him there, he laid, it might 
be hereafter; and as his demand 
was but twenty pieces of eighty 
we thought he very well deferved 
them* 

Here we bought a great quantity 
of beef, which having no cafks to 
fpare, we falted, and then cured it 
in the fun by the Dutchman's di- 
rection, and it proved of excellent 
ufe to us through the whole voy* 
age, for we kept fome of it till 
w» came to England, but it was 
then fo hard, that a good hatchet 
would hardly cut it. 

While we lay here, it came into 
my thoughts, that now was a good 
time to execute juftice upon my 
prifoners, fo I called up the offi-> 
cers to a kind of council of war, 
and propofed it to them in general 
terms, not letting them know my 
mind^ as to the manner of it. 
They all agreed it was neceflary, 
aad the fecond mate, boatfwftin 
and gunner, had £0 much intdli* 
gence of it from the men> that 

they 
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th^ prepared for death, as much 
as if I had figned a dead warrant 
fc»r didr execution, and that they 
were to be hanged at the yard arm . 
But in the midtl of thofe reiblves^ 
I told the council of officers, my 
dedgn was to the Nonh part of the 
idan<i, where a gang of pirates were 
uid to be fettled, and that I wa^ 
perfuadcd I might get a good {hip 
amorg them, and as many men as 
we Cc£rcd, tor that I was latisfied 
the gteateit part of them were fo 
wcjiricd of thdr {xetent lituation, 
that tScy w^ottld be glad of an op- 
jvctunitr to come away, and cfpe- 
ctJLlIr fach as hid either by force, 
cr riik h^Li^T relbiutions been as it 
were farpriiVd into that fort of 
lire 5 that I had been informed they 
i^nere very tar from being in fuch a 
tbraiidabk pofture, as they had 
been repreicnted to us in Europe, 
or any thing near fo numerous, 
but that on Yhe contrary we fliould 
lind them poor, divided, in diftrefs, 

and 
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and willing to get away upon any 
terms they could. 

Some of the officers of the fhip 
differed from me in my opinion ; 
they had received fuch ideas of the 
figure thofe people made in Mada- 
gafcar, from the common report in 
England, that they had no notion 
of them, but as of a little com- 
mon-wealth of robbers ; that they 
were immenfely rich, that Captain 
Avery was king .of the ifland, that 
they wfcre eight thoufand men, they 
had a good fquadron of ftout fhips, 
and that they were able to refift a 
whole fleet of men of war, having 
a harbour fo well fortified at the 
entrance into it, th^t there was no 
coming at them without a good 
army for land fervice, to aflift in 
the enterprifc. 

I convinced them how impof- 
fible this was to be true, and told 
them all the difcourfe I had with 
the Dutchman, at the place where 
I now was, who had received a 
fiiU account of the particulars from 
^ Vol. L H fevcral 
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feveral of them who had come 
down to St. Auguftine's in lit-* 
tie boats^ in order to make their 
efcape froni their comrades, and to 
get paflage for Europe; that he 
had always afTiAed, and got them 
off, whenever any fbip touched at 
that port I and that they all agreed 
in their relation of their ftate and 
condition, which was indeed mife- 
rable enough, faving that they 
wanted not for victuals* 

In a word, I foon brought them 
to enter into the reaibn of it, and 
to be of my opinion ; and accord-> 
ingly 1 ordered to get ready, and ia 
three days time weighed anchor, 
and flood away for the North of 
the iiland ; taking care not to com- 
municate our debates and refolves 
to the men before the maft, as had 
been done bejfbre, we having had 
enough of that al ready « 

While we were thus coafting the 
ifland, to the North, and in the 
channel or fea between the iiland 
itad the main of Africa, it came 

into. 
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into my thoughts) that I might 
now make ufe of my traitors to 
mj advantage and their own too^ 
and that I might, if they were 
honeft, gain my end, and get a 
full intelligence of the people I 
had my eye upon, and if they were 
ilill traitors they would defcrt and 
go over to the pirates, and I fhould 
be well rid of them, without the 
neceflity of bringing them to the 
yard arm^ for I was very uneafy 
in my mind about hanging them, 
nor could I ever have been brought 
to do it, I believe, whatever rifque 
I had run from their mutinous dif-* 
poiition. 

I was now got in the latitude of 
1 5 degrees and a half South of the 
line, and began to think of ftand^ 
ing in for the fhore 5 when I ordered 
the fecond mate who lay in irons 
in the brigantine, to be brought on 
board the great fhip, and to be 
called up into the great cabin. 
He came in great concern, though 
he was of himfelf a very bold and 

H z refoUitc 
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refolute fellow, yet as he made 
no doubt, that he was fent for to 
execution, he appeared thoroughly 
foftened, and quite another man, 
than he was before. 

When he was brought in, I 
caufed him to be fet down in a 
nook of the cabin, where he could 
not ftir to offer any violence to 
me, had he been fo inclined, two 
large chefts being juft before him ; 
and I. ordered all my peopje to 
withdraw, except Captain Mer- 
lotte and the fupercargo ; and then 
turning myfelf to the criminal, 
I told him as he knew his circum- 
fiances, I need not repeat them, 
and the fa<fl for which he was 
brought into that condition ; that 
I had hitherto from time to time 
delayed his execution, contrary to 
the opinion of the reft of the chief 
officers, who in full council had 
unanimoufly condemned him ^ that 
I had a fudden thought came into 
my mind, which, if he knew how 
to merit mercy, and to retrieve his 

circum- 
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circumftances by his future fide- 
lity, might once again put it into 
his power, not only to favc his 
life, but to be trufted in the fliip 
again, if he inclined to be honeft ; 
that however if he had no incli- 
nation to merit by his fervice, I 
would put it to his choice, ei her 
to undertake with courage and fi- 
delity what I had to propofe to 
him, in which cafe he might ex- 
^eft to be very well treated, or if 
not, I would pardon him as to 
the death he had reafon to exped, 
and he, wi h his two fellow crimi- 
nals, fhould be fet on (hore to go 
whither they pleafed. 

He waited, without ofFi^ring to 
fpeak a word, tilT I made a full 
flop, and then alked me if I gave 
him leave to anfwer. 

I told him he might fay what- 
ever he thought proper. 

Then he afked if I gave him 
leave to fpeak freely, and would 
not take offence at what he might 
iay; I replied he ftiould fpeak as 

H 3 freely 
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freely as if he had never offend- 
ed ; and that as I had given him 
his life, I how vsrould give him 
my word nothing he could fay 
fliould revoke the grant ; and that 
he fhould not only go freely on 
Ihore, (for I expedtcd by his words 
that he had made that choice) but 
I would give him the lives of his 
two fellow prifoners 5 and would 
give them arms and ammunition, 
and any thing elfe that was reafon- 
able for them to afk, or neceffary to 
their fubfifting on (hore in fuch a 
country. 

He told me then, that, had it 
been any other part of the world 
than at Madagafcar, he would rea- 
dily have chofen to have gone 
on fliore; nay, though the place 
had been really dcfolate and unin- 
habited; that he did not objedt 
becaufe my offer was not very ge- 
nerous and kind, and it would 
be always with regret that he fhould 
look back upon the mercy he 

fhould 
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jflbould have received, and how ill 
he had deferved it at my hands. 

But that as it was at this place 
that I mentioned fetting him at 
liberty, he told me, that though 
he had been mutinous and difor-- 
derly, for which he had acknow- 
ledged he had deferved to die, yet 
he hoped I could not t^ink fo ill 
of him as to believe he could turn 
pirate ; and begged that rather thin 
entertain fuch hard thoughts of 
him, I would execute the worfls 
part of the fentence and^ fend him^ 
out of the world a penitent, and 
an honeft man; which he ihould 
eftcem far better than- to give him 
his life in a condition in which he 
could preferve it upoa no other 
terms than thofe of being the worfl: 
of villains : He added, that if there 
was any thing he could do to de- 
ferve fo much mercy as I intended 
him, he begged me that I would 
give him room to behave himfelf 
as became him, and he would leave 
it wildly to me, to ufe him as he 

H 4 (hould 
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ihould deferve, even to the recal- 
ling the pardon that I had granted 
him, 

1 was extremely fatisfied with 
what he faid, and more particu- 
larly with the manner of his fpeak- 
ing it : I told him I Was glad 
to fee that he hcd a principle of £b 
much honefty, at the bottom of a 
part fo unhappy as he had adted ; 
that I would be very far from 
prompting him to turn pirate, and 
much more frdm forcing him to 
do fb; and that I would accord- 
ing to his deiire put an opportu- 
nity into his hands to fhew him- 
felf a new man ; and by his fide^ 
lity to wipe out all that was 
pad : And then, without any more 
ceremony, I told him my whole de- 
iign, which was to fend him, and 
four or five more men with him, 
on {hore among the pirates as fpies, 
to fee what condition they were 
in, and to fee whether there was 
any apprehenfions of violence from 
them, or whether they were in the 

mean 
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mean circumftances thai I had 
reafon to believe they were in ; 
and laftly whether they had any 
fhip or vcflel which might be 
bought of them, and whether men 
might be had to encreafe ouf com- 
pany ; that is to fay, fuch men 
as being penitent for their rogue- 
ries, and tired with their miferies, 
would be glad of the opportunity 
of turning h'oneft men before they 
were brought to it by diftrefs and 
the gallows. 

He embraced the offer with 
the greateft readinefs, and gave me 
all the afTurances that I could defire 
of his fidelity. I then afked him 
whether he thought his two fellow 
prifoners might be trufled upon in 
the fame conditions. 

In reply, he afked me if I would 
take it for a piece of fincerity, if, 
after a trial, he fhould tell me his 
mind, and would not be difpleafcd 
if he declined fpeaking his thoughts 
till he had talked with them. 

H 5 I told 
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I told him he fhould be at li- 
berty to give his farther anfwcr af- 
ter he had propofed it to them^ 
but I infifted upon his opinion 
firft, becaufe it was only his opi- 
nion that I afked now; where- 
as if he reported it to them^ then 
he had no more to do but to report 
their anfwer. 

He then aiked me if I would 
pleafe to grant him one thing; 
that whatever his opinion (hould 
be^ that what he (hould fay ihould 
be no prejudice to them in their 
prefent condition. 

I told him it was a reafonable 
caution in him^ and I would af- 
fure him, that whatever he faid 
(hould not do them any prejudice ; 
and to convince him of it, I gave 
him my word that I would not 
put them to death on any account 
whatfoever merely for his fake. 

He bowed and thanked me very 
heartily for that grant, which he 
faid obliged him to be the plainer 
with me on that head ; and as he 

faid^ 
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fald, he would not deceive me in 
any thing whatever, fo he would 
not in this eipecially; and there* 
fore told me,, it was his- opinion 
they would not ferve me faith- 
fully ;. and' he referred me to the 
experience I fhould find of it; andv 
added, that he would be fo juft to 
me in the beginning, as that while 
he begged me to be merciful to- 
them, yet for my own fake he 
would alfo beg me not to trufb 
them* 

I took, the hint; and' faid no* 
more at that time, but ordered his 
irons to be taken i off, with direc- 
tion for him to have leave to go to 
his former cabin, and to have his 
chefts and things reftored to him;, 
fo that he was at full liberty in the 
(hip, though not in any office, or 
appointed, to any particular buli- 
ncfs. 

A day or two after this, we- 
made land,, which appeared to be 
the North Weft part of the ifland,. 
in the latitude of thirteen degrees 

H 6 thirty 
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thirty minutes ; and now I thought 
it was time to put our defign in 
execution; for I knew very well 
that it could not be a great way 
from this part of the ifland where 
the pirates were to be heard of: So 
I ordered the boat on (hore, with 
about fixteen men, to make difco- 
veries, and with them my new re- 
ftored man. 

I gave him no inftruftion for 
any thing extraordinary at this 
time ; our work now being only to 
find out where they were : The boat 
came on board again at night, for 
we had now flood in within two 
leagues of the fliore, and brought 
us an account, that there were no 
Englifh or Europeans on that part 
of the ifland, but that they were 
to be heard of a great way farther : 
So we flood away to the North all 
the night, and the next day, the 
wind being fair and the fea fmooth, 
and by our reckoning we went in 
that time about forty leagues. 
The next evening, the fame 

company 
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company went on (hore again, and 
were (hewn by fome of the natives 
where the pirates inhabited; which 
in fhort, was about five or fix and 
twenty miles farther North ftill, 
in a river very commodious for 
fhipping, where they had five or 
fix European built fhips, and two 
cr three floops; but they were all 
laid up, except two floops, with 
which they cruifed fometiqies a 
great diftance off to the North, 
as far as the Arabian Gulph : The 
mate returned with this intelli- 
gence the fame night : and by his 
direction, we ftood in as ciofe un- 
der the {hore, as we could conve- 
niently, about fix leagues farther 
North ', here we found a very good 
road under a little cape, whicli 
kept us perfeftly undifcovered; and 
in the morning before day, my man 
went on (hore again with the boat, 
and keeping only four men with 
him, fent the boat on board again, 
agreeing on a fignal for us to fend 

the 
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the boat for him again when he 
ihould return. 

There was a pretty high ledge 
of hills to the North of the place 
where he landed^ and which run- 
ning Weft made the little cape un- 
der the lee of which our fliip rode 
at an anchor. 

As foon as he came to the top of 
thofe hills he plainly difcovercd* 
the creek or* harbour where the. 
pirate (hips lay, and where they; 
had formed their encampment on- 
the ftiore. Our men took pro- 
per obfervations of the fituation of 
the place they were in, upon the 
hill, that they might not fail to 
find their way back again, thougli 
it were in the night ; and that by 
agreeing in the account they fliould 
give of themfelves, they might be 
all found in the fame tale. They 
boldly went down the hill, and 
came to the edge of the creek ; the 
pirates camp being on the other 
fhore. 

Here they fired a gun to raife a 

kind 
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kind of alarm among them^ and 
then hanging out a white cloth on 
the top of a pole^ a iignal of peace> 
they hailed them in Engliih, and 
afked them if they would fend a 
boat and fetch them over. 

The pirates were furprized at the 
noife of the piece, and came run- 
ning to the (bore with all fpeed; 
but they were much more fur- 
prized when^ltMf^^Milkthemfelves 
hailed in Ehglifh. Upon the whole, 
they immediately fent a boat to 
fetch them over, and received them 
with a great deal of kindnefs. 

Our men pretended to be over- 
joyed at finding them there, told 
them a long ftory, that they came 
on (here on the Weft fide of the 
ifland where, not far off, there were 
two Englifli fhips ; but that the 
natives quarrelling v^ith their men, 
upon fome rudenefs offered to theiir 
wromen, and they being feparated 
from their fellows, were obliged 
to fly; that the natives bad fur- 
rounded the reft, and they believed 

^ had 
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bad killed them all ; that they 
wandered up to the top of the hill, 
intending to make fignals to their 
fhip, to fend them fome help ; 
when feeing fome fhips^ and be- 
lieving fome Europeans were there, 
they came down to take ftielter ; 
and begged of them a boat to 
carry them round the cape to their 
comrades ; unlefs they would give 
them leave to ftay with them, and 
do as they did, which -they were 
very willing to do. 

This was all a made ftory ; but 
however, the tale told fo well, that 
they believed it thoroughly, and 
received our men very kindly, led 
them up to their camp, and gave 
them fome vidluals. 

Our men obferved they had pro- 
vifions enough, and very good, as 
well beef as mutton ; that is to 
fay, of goats flefti, which was ex- 
cellent ; alfo pork and veal, and 
they were tolerable good cooks too ; 
for they found th;y had built feve- 
ral furnaces and boilers, which 

they 
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th^y had taken out of their (hips* 
and dreffed a great quantity of meat 
at a. time: But obferving 'they 
had no liquor, the mate pulled a 
large bottle of good cordial water 
out of his pocket, and gave it a- 
bout as far as it would go, and 
fo did two others, of the men, 
which their new landlords took 
very kindly. 

They fpent good part of the 
iirft day in looking about them, 
feeing the manner of the pirates liv- 
ing there, and their ftrength ; and 
foon perceived that they were in- 
deed but in a forry condition every 
way, except taat they had live cat- 
tle and flelh meat fufficieht. They 
had a good platform of guns in- 
deed, and a covered pallifadd 
round where they lodged their am- 
munition. But as for fortifica- 
tions to the landward they had 
none, except a double . pallifado 
round their camp, and a fort of a 
bank thrown up within to fire 
from, and (land covered from the 

enemies 
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enemies lances^ which was dl the^ 
had to fear from the natives . They 
had no bread but what they made 
of rice, and the ftore they had of 
that was very fmall : They told 
our men indeed^ that they had two> 
ihips abroad, which they expedred 
back every day with a quantity of 
rice, and what elfe they could get ;: 
efpccially feme arrack, which they 
were to trade for with the Arabiaa 
merchants, or take it by force,, 
which fhould firft ofier*^ 

Our men pretended to like their 
way of living mighty well, and 
talked of ftaying with them, if 
they would let them, and thus 
they pai&d their firft day of rneet- 
ing. 

Our men had two tents or hutd 
given them to lodge in, and ham- 
mocks hung in the huts very 
agreeably, being fuch, I fup- 
pofe,. as belonged to fome of their 
company who were dead, or were 
out upon adventure; here they flept 
very fecurely, and in the morning 

walked 
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walked about, as ftrangers might 
be fufFered to do to look about 
them, but my new manager's eye 
was chiefly here upon two things^ 
Firft, to fee if they had any (hip- 
ping for our purpofe; and, fecond^ 
ly, to fee if he could pitch upon 
one man, more likely than the reft, 
to enter into fome confidence with, 
and it was not long before he found 
an opportunity for both ; the man<- 
ner was thu€ : 

He was walking by himielf, hav- 
ing ordered his other men to ftrag- 
gle away, two and two, this way 
^nd that, as if they had not mind- 
ed him; though always to keep 
him in fight ; I fay, he walked by 
himfelf towards that part of the 
creek, where, as was faid, three of 
their largeft (hips lay by the walls,, 
and when he came to the fhore 
right againft them, he flood ftill 
looking at them very earneftly. 

While he was here, he obferved 
a boat put o£F from one of them^ 
with four oars and one fitter only, 

wbomr 
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whom they fct on fhore jufl by 
hihi^ and then put off again ; the 
perfon, whom they fet on £hore, 
waSy it fcems, one who had been 
with our men the evening before, 
but having fome particular office - 
on board one of thofe (hips, lay on 
board every night with about ten 
or twelve men, juft to watch and 
guard the fhip, and fo came on 
.ihore in the morning, as is ufual 
in men of war laid up. 

As foon as he faw our man he 
■knew him, and fpoke very famili- 
arly to him,, and feeing he was 
looking fo earneftly at the {hip, he 
alked him, if he would go on 
board; our man faintly declined it, 
as on purpofe to be afked again, and 
upon juft as much farther prefling 
as was fufficicnt to fatisfy him that 
the gunner, for that was his office, 
was in earneft, he yielded, fo the 
gunner called back the boat, and 
they went on board. 

Our man viewed the fhip very 
particularly, and pretended to like 

every 
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every thing he faw, but, after fome 
converfdtion, afks him this home 
queftion, namely, why they did 
not go to fea, and fcek purchaie, 
having fo many good fhips at their 

command? 

He fliook his head, and told him 
very frankly, that they were in no' 
condition to undertake any thing, 
for that they were a crew of unre- , 
folved divided rogues ; that they 
were never two days of a mind, 
that they had nobody to command, 
and therefore nobody to obey ; that 
feveral things had been offered, but 
nothing concluded; that in (hort 
they thought of nothing but of 
fhifting every one for himfelf as 
well as he could. 

My mate replied, he thought it 
had been qufte otljerwife, and that 
made him tell them the night be- 
fore, that he had an inclination to 
Jday with them.> 

1 heard you fay fo, faid the gun- 
ner, and it made me fmile; I 
thought in myfelf that you would 

be 
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be of another mind when you 
knew us a little better; for in a 
word, faid he, if our people fhould 
agree to lend you a boat to go back 
to your fhip, they would fall toge- 
ther by the ears about who fhould 
go with you, for not a man of 
them that went with you, would 
ever come back again hither, if 
your captain would take them on 
board, though the terms were to 
be hanged when they came to 
England. 

My mate knew that this was my 
opinion before, but he was really 
of another mind himfelf, till he 
faw things, and till he talked with 
the gunner, and this put new 
thoughts in his head ; fo he enter- 
tained the gunner with a fcheme 
of his own, and told* him, if it 
was fo as he related it, and that he 
had f^lly a mind to come oiF from 
the gang, he believed that he 
could put him in a way how to do 
ic to his advantage, and to take a 
, fet of his people with him, if he 

could 
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could pick out fome of them that 
mi^t i>e depended upon« 

The gunner replied^ *' I can 
pick out a fet of very brave fel- 
I0WS9 good feamen^ and moft of 
them fuch^ as having been forced 
into the pirates (hips, were drag- 
ged into that wicked life they had 
livedo not only againft their con* 
faiences^ but by a mere neceflity 
to lave their lives^ and that they 
virould be glad at any price to go 
off-" 

The mate then afked him, 
"^^ Pray, gunner, how many fuch 
tnen can you anfwer for ?'* 

" Why," fays he, after a fliort 
paufe, ** I am fure I can anfwer 
tor above a hundred." 

Upon this my mate told him the 
circumftances we were in, the voy- 
age we were upon, thatwewHi^ea 
letter of mart fhip of fuch a force^ 
but that we were over manned and 
double ftored, in hopes of getting 
a good (hip upon our cruife, to 
man out of the other ; that we had 

been 
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been difappointed, and had only 
got the (loop or brigantine which 
we bought at the Cape, that if he 
could perfuade the men to fell us 
one of their (hips, we would pay 
them for it in ready money, and 
perhaps entertain an hundred of 
their men into the bargain. 

The gunner told him, he would 
propofc it to them, and added in 
pofitive terms, that he knew it 
would be readily accepted, and 
that he fhould take which of the 
three (hips I plcafed. 

The mate then defired that he 
would fend him his fliallop to go 
on board our fhip, to acquaint me 
with it, and bring back fufficient 
orders to treat. 

He told him, he would not only 
do that, but before I could be rea- 
dy to go, he would propofe it to 
the chief men that he had his eye 
upon, and would have their con- 
fent, and that then he would go 
along with him on board to make 
a bargain. 

This 
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This was &$. well as our mate 
couM expeft, and the gunner had 
cither fo niuch authority anicng 
chem, or the men were fo forward 
to fhift their ftation in the world, 
that the gunner came again to our 
mate in lefs than two hours, witli 
an order, figned by about fixteen of 
their officers, empowering him to 
•jfell us the (hip which the gunner 
was pn board of, and to allot fo 
many guns, and fuch a proportion 
of ammunition to her, as was fuf- 
iicient, and to give the work of all 
their carpenters for fo many days 
as were neceffary to repair her, 
calk, and grave her, and put her 
in condition to go to fea. 

She was a Spanish built {hip, 
where they had her the^fofiner iaid 
he did not know ; but (he was a 
very ftrong tight fliip, and a pretty 
good failer. We fnade her carry 
two and thirty guns, though fhc 
had not been ufed to carry above 
twenty-four. 

The gunner being thus impow- 
VoL. 1. ^ I ere4 
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ered to treat with^tny mate^ came 
away in their (hallop, and bfem^t, 
the faid gunner-^and two more of 
their officers with him and eight 
ieamen. The gunner and I foon 
made a bargain for the ihip, which 
I bought for five thoufand pieces 
of eight, moft of it in £ngli(h 
goods, fucK as they wanted, for 
they were many of them almoft 
naked of clothes ; afnd as for other 
things they had fcarce a pair <jf 
•blockings or fhoes among them. 

When our bargain was made, 
and the mate had related all the 
: particulars of the conference* he had 
had with the gunner, we came to 
talk of the people v?ho were to go 
with us : The gunner told us that 
'we might indeed have good reafon 
to fufpedt a gaug of men ' who had 
made themfelves infamous all ovtr 
the world by fa many- pimcies and 
•wicked actions ; bCit if I wou-ld put 
fo TOUph confidence in hina, he 
would afTure me, that as^ he (houM 
have the i power in - his hands to 

pick 
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pick and chufe hiis mcn> fo he 
"Avould anfwer body for body for the 
fidelity of all the men he fhould 
chufe; and that ttit>ft, if not all of 
them, would befuchashad been 
taken by force 'out of 6ther (hips, 
tor wheedled Away when they were 
drunk: And he added, there nevef 
was a fhip load of fuch penitents 
went to Tea together as he would 
bring us. 

When he faid this, he began to 
intreat me that I would plcafe to 
give him the fame poft which he 
held in theihip; viz. of gunner> 
which I promi&d hiai j and then 
he deilred I would permit him to 
(peak with me in private; I was 
not at firft very free to it> but he 
having con (exited to Jet the mate 
and Captain Metlotte be prefont>: 
I yielded^ 

When all the reft Were witlfee^ 
drawn^ he told- ^, that h$n»g 
been fiv,e years in the pirates fer* 
vice/ as he might call it, and bet- 
ing obliged to do as they 6hi, I 

I ft j^ight 
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might be fure he had feme ftiull 
Ihare in the purchafe ; and how- 
ever he had come into it againft 
his will, yet as he had been obliged 
to go with them^ he had made 
fome advantage; and that being 
refolvcd to leave them, he had a 
good while ago packed up fome of 
the beft of what he had got, to 
make his efcape, and begged I 
would let him depofit it with me 
as a fecurity for his fidelity. 

Upon this he ordered a chcft to 
be taken out of the fhallop, and 
brought into my great cabin i and 
befides this, gave me out of his 
pocket a bag fealed up, the contents 
of which I fhall fpeak of hereafter. 

The Shallop returned the next 
day, and I fent back the mate vvith 
my long boat and twenty-four 
men, to go and take pofleffion of 
the (hip, and appointed my car- 
penter to go and fie to the. repairs 
that were neceffary to be done to 
her: And fome days after, I fent 
Captain Merlotte with the fuper- 

cargo 
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cargo in our floop, to go and fe- 
cure the pofTeflion^ and to cover 
the retreat of any of the men who. 
might have a mind to come away, 
and might be oppofed by the reft : 
And this was done at the requeft 
of the gunner, who forefaw there 
might be fome debate about it. 
. They fpent fix weeks and fome 
odd days in fitting but this (hip, 
occafioned by the want of a conve- 
nient place to lay her on (hore in, 
which they were obliged to make 
with a great deal of labour ; how- 
ever, (he was at lafl compleatly fit- 
ted up. 

. When flie was equipped they 
laid in a good ftore of provifions, 
though not fo well cured as to laft 
a great while. One of the beft 
things we got a recruit of here was 
calks, which, as faid before, we 
greatly wanted, and which their 
coopers affifted us to trim, feafon, 
and fit up. 

As to bread, we had no help 
from them ; for they not only had 

I 3 none 
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none but what they made of rice; 
and they had no fufficient ftore of 
that. 

But we had more to do yet ; 
For when the (hip was fitted up,i 
and our men had the poflcflioD of 
her, they were forprized one morn^ 
ing, on a fuddeni with a moft hor^ 
rible tumult among the pirates;, 
and had not our brigantinc been at 
hand to fecuiie the poflfeiQioni, I be-» 
lie ve they had taken the ftup from 
our men again^ and perhaps^ have 
came down with her and their two 
floops^ and have attacked us. The 
cafe was this : 

The gunner, who was a puhc-» 
tual fellow to his word^ reiblved 
that none of the men {hould go in 
the {hip but fuch as he had fingled 
out ; and they were fuch. as wera 
generally taken out of merchant 
Ihips by force : But when he came 
to talk to the men of who (hould 
go, and who fhould ftay, truly they 
would all go, to a man, there was 
not a man of them would ftay be-* 

hind 1 
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hind; and, in a word, they fell 
out aboat it to that degree that 
they came to blows, and the gun- 
ner was forced to fly for it, with 
about twenty-two men that ftood 
to him> and: fix or feven were 
wounded, in tlie fray, whereof two 
cHed. 

The .gunner being thus driven to 
his flbifts made down to the (hore 
to his boat, but the rogues were 
too nimble for him, and had got 
tOihia boat before^ him, and pre- 
pared to.man her and two more, to 
gp on» board and^ fecure the (liip^ 

In this diftrefs, the gunner, who 
had . taken fanftu^ry- in the- woods 
at^ a&Qut a mile diftance, but un- 
happily above the camp, fo that 
the platform of guns was between 
him» and the fiiip, had no remedy 
b^it to fend one of his men, who 
fwam. very well, to* take a compafs 
roiund behind the pirates camp, and 
come to the water fide below the 
cam^p and platform, fo to take the 
water and fwim on board the (hip, 

I 4 which 
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which lay near a league below their 
Aid camp^ and give our men notice 
cf what had happened^ to wara 
them ta fu^er n^me of their men 
to come on boards unlefs the gun- 
ner was with them» and if poffible^* 
to fend a boat on fliore to fetch ofF 
the gunner and his men, who were 
following by the fame way, and 
would be at the fame place, and 
make a iignal to them to come for 
him. 

Our men had fcarce received this 
notice, when they faw a boat full 
of men put ojfF from the platform, 
and row down under (hore towards 
them : But as they refolved not to 
fuffer them to come on board, they 
called to them by a fpcaking trum- 
pet, and told them they might go 
back again, for they (hould not 
come on board, nor any other boat, 
unlefs the gunner was on board. 

They rowed on for all that, when 
our men called to them again, and 
told them, if they offered to put 
off, in order to come on boiard, or 

in 
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in (hort, to row down fhorc any 
farther than ajittle point which 
Qur men named, and which was 
juft a head of them, they would 
fire at them. They rowed on for 
all this, and even till they were paft 
the point ; which our men feeing, 
they immediately let fly a (hot, but 
fired a little a head of them fo as 
not to hit the boat, and this 
brought them to a flop ; fo they 
lay upon their oars a while, as if 
they were confidering what to* do;; 
when our men perceived two boats^ 
more come off from the platform, 
likewife full of men^ and rowing 
after the firft. 

Upon this they called again to* 
the firft boat with their fpeaking. 
trumpet^ and told them if they did 
Qot all go immediately on £hore, 
they would fink the boat. They 
had no remedy, feeing our nifen re- 
iblved, and that they lay open ta 
the (hot of the (hip; fa they went 
on ihore accordingly, and then our. 
men fired at the empty boat till 

I 5 they 



they fpUt her in pieces^ and made 
her ufelefs to them« 

Upon this firing/ our brigantine^ 
which lay about two leagues off in 
the mouth of A little creek, on th^ 
South of that river, weighed im- 
mediately^ and ilood away to thtf 
opening of the road where the ihip 
lay, and the tide of flood being 
ilili running in^ they drove up to^ 
wards the (hip for her afliilanee^ 
and came to an anchor about a ca^ 
ble's length a head of her, but 
within piftol (hot of the (hore ; af 
the fame time fending two and 
thirty of her men on board the 
great (hip to re-infbrce the men on 
board, who were but fixteen in 
number* 

Juft at this time the gunner and 
his twenty-one men, who heard 
the firing, and had quickened their 
pace, though they had a great com-* 
pafs to fetch through woods and 
untrod paths> and fome luggage to 
carry too, were come to the (Eore, 
and made the fignal, which our 

men 



ROUND THE WORLD. 179 

men in the (hip obferving, gave 
notice to the officer of the brigan- 
tine to fetch them on board, which 
he did very fafely. By the way, 
as the officer afterwards told us, 
moft of their luggage confiftcd in 
money, with which it feems every 
man of them wais very well fur- 
nished, having fhared their wealth 
at their iirfl coming on fhore : As 
for clothes, they had very few, and 
thofe all, in rags ; and as for linen, 
they had fcarce a (hirt among them 
all, or linen enough to have made 
a white flag for a truce, if ihey 
had had occafion for it : In (hort, 
a crew fo rich and fo ragged, were 
hardly ever feen befcwe. 

The fhip was now pretty well 
manned, for the brigantine carried 
the gunner and his twenty-one 
men on board her; and the tide 
by this time being fpent, (he im- 
mediately unmoored, and loofed her 
top fails, which, as it happened^ 
had been bent to the yards two 
days before, (b with the firft of the 

I 6 ebb^ 
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ebb, fhe weighed and fell down 
about a league farther, by which 
fhe was quite out of reach of the 
platform, and rid in the open fca; 
and the brigantine did the fame. 

But by this means^ they milled 
the occalion of the reft of the gun- 
ner's men, who having got toge- 
ther to the number of between fe- 
venty and eighty, had followed him 
and come down to the fhore, and 
made the iignals, but were not un- 
derftood by our (hip, which put 
the poor men to great difficulties ; 
for they had broken away from the 
reft by force, and had been pur- 
fued half a mile by the whole 
body, particularly at the entrance 
into a very thick, woody place, and 
were fo hard -put to it, that they 
were obliged to make a defperate 
ftand, and fire at their old friends^ 
which had exafperated them to the 
laft degree. But as the cafe of 
thefe men was defperate, they took 
an eiFe6:ual method for their own 

fecurity. 
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iecurity^ of which I (hall give a 
farther account prefently. 

The general body of the pirates 
were now up in arms^ and the new 
fhip was, as it were, in open war 
with them, or at leaft they had 
declared war againft it : But as they 
had been difappointed in their at-* 
tempt to force it, and found they 
were .not ftrong enough at fea to 
attack it, they fent a flag of truce 
on board. Our men admitted them 
to come to the fhip fide, but as my 
mate, who now had the command, 
knew them to be a gang of defpe- 
rate rogues that would attempt any 
thing, though ever fo ra(h, he or- 
dered that none of them (hould 
come on board the fhip, except the 
officer and two more, who gave 
an account that they were fent to 
treat with us. So we called them 
the ambafladors. 

When they came on board, they 
expoflulated very warmly with my 
new agent the fecond mate, that 
our men came in the pofture of 

friends^ 
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friends^ and of friends too in dif- 
trefs, and had received £ivourfr 
from then)^ but had abofed the 
kindnefs» which had been £hewn 
them ; that they had bought a 
(hip of them, and had had leave 
and aififtance to fit her up and fur- 
ni£h her ; but had not paid for her, 
or paid for what ailiftance and what 
provifions had been given to them : 
And that now to compleat all, their 
men had been partially and un-> 
fairly treated, and when a certain 
number of men had been granted 
us, an inferior fellow a gunner wa» 
fet to call fuch and fuch men out, 
juft whom he pleafed^ to go with 
us ; ^heieas the whok body ought 
to have had the appointing who 
they would or would not give leave 
tOy to go in the fhip : That when 
they came in a peaceable manner 
to have demanded juftice, and to 
have treated amicably of thefe 
things^ our men had denied thenv 
admittance, had committed hofti«- 
againft them^ had fired at 

their 
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their men and fiaved their boat, 
and had afterward received on board 
their deferters^ all contrary to the 
rules of friendfliip. And in all 
theie caies they demanded fatis«« 
faction « 

Oar new commander was a rea^< 
dy man enough ^ and he answered 
all tlieir complaints with a great 
deal of gravity and calnmefs : He 
told them, that it was trae we 
Gome to them as friends^ and had 
receivedifriendly ofage from them, 
which wertiad not in the lead dif- 
honoared ; but that as friends inr 
diflrefsy we had never petended tot 
bCy and really were not > for that 
we were neither in danger of any 
thing, or in want of any thing § 
that as to provifions, we were ftrong 
enough, if need were, to procure 
ourfelves provifions^ in any part of 
the ifland, and had been fereral 
times fupplied fi^om the ihore by 
the natives, for which we had air- 
ways fully fatisfied the people who 
furnished us} and that we fcorned 
: . to 
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to be ungrateful for any favour we 
ihould have received^ much lefs ta 
abufe it, or them for it. 

That we had paid the full price 
of all the provifions we had receiv- 
ed, and for the work that had been 
done to the fliip^ that what we had 
bargained for,, as the price of the 
fhip, had, been paid, aa far as the 
agreement made it due, and that 
what remained^ was . ready to be 
paid as foon as the {hip was iiBifh- 
ed, which was our contraft* 

That as to the people«who were 
willing to take fervice with us^ 
and enter themfclves on board, it 
is true, that the gunner and fome 
other men oiFered themfelves to 
us, and we had accepted of them,^ 
and we thought it was our part ta 
accept or not to accept ot fuch 
men as we thought fit. As for 
what was among themfelvea, that 
we had nothing to do with : that 
if we had been public kly warned 
by them not to have entertain-* 
cd any of their men, but with 

confent 
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CQn£bnt of the whole body, then 
indeied we (hould have had reafon 
tQ be cautious ; otherwife, we were 
not in the leafl concerned about it. 
That it is true, we refufed to let^ 
their boats come on board us, be- 
ing afTured that they came in a' 
hoflile manper, either to take away 
the men by force, which had been 
entered in our fervice, or perhaps 
even to feize the (hip itfelf ; and 
why elfe was the firft boat follow- 
ed by two more full of men armed 
and prepared to attack us ? That 
we not only came in a friendly man-» 
ner to them, but refolved to conti- 
nue in friendftiip with them, if they 
thought fit to ufe us as friends ; but 
that confidering what part of the 
^orld we were in, and what their 
circumftances were, they muft al- 
low us to be upon our guard, and 
not put ourfelves in a conditipn 
to be ufed ill. 

While he was talking thus with 
them in the cabin, he had ordered 
a can of flip tp be made, and given 

their 
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their men in. the boat^ and every 
one a.dram^. but would not fu&r 
t^em to come, on board j however 
one or two of them got leave to 
get in at one of the ports^, and got 
between deckis among our men y 
here they made, terrible complaints 
of theii: condition, and begged hard* 
to be entertained, in our fervice ; 
they were full of money, and gave 
twenty or thirty pieces of eight a- 
mong our men^ and by this- pre&nt 
prevailed for two: ition to fpeal^ to^ 
my mate^ who appeared as captain 
ta take the boats crsw on board. 

The mate very gravely told tbe^ 
tvro atnJbaaSadors of it, and added, 
that feeing they were come with a* 
flag of tsuce, he would not flop 
their men, without their confent, 
but the men being fo earned, he- 
thought, they would do better not 
to oppojfe them. The ambaiTadors, 
as I call them, oppofed it however 
vehemently, and at laft dafired to 
go and talk with the men, which 
was granted them readily. 

When 
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When they came into their boat^ 
their men told them « plainly » that 
One andaii they would enter them-n 
felves with their countrymen, that 
they had been forced already to 
turn pirates, and they thought^ 
they might very juftly turn honefl^ 
men again by force, if they could 
not' get leave to do it peaceably ^ 
and that in fhort, they would go 
en fhore no more ; that if the am-^ 
baffadors delired it, they would fbti 
them, on ihore ^Vith the boat, .but 
as far themfelvos,j the^ WQuld> go 
along with the new capjLain. 

Whent the ambaffadors- faw this^ 

thisy had no more to^dd» but tob^ 

^iatisfied, and fo \mre fet on fhoreji 

where they dbiired, and their men 

ft'ayed on boards 

During this tranfaftion, my mate 
had fent a fnill account to me of al> 
that had pafied,, and had defiFed ma 
to come on board,, and give farthen 
dir^dtions ia all that was to fol-« 
low ; fo I took our fupercargo and 
Captain Merlotte^ along, with mej^^ 

and 
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and fome more of our officers, and 
went to them. It was my lot to 
come on board, juft when the afore- 
faid ambafFadors were talking with 
my mate, fo I heard moft of what 
they had to fay, and heard the anf- 
wer my mate gave them, as above, 
which was extremely to my fatis* 
faction; nor did I interrupt him, 
or take upon me any authority, 
though he would very fubmiffively 
have had me (hewn myfelf, as cap- 
tain, but I bade him go on, and 
fat down, as not concerned in the 
affair at all » 

After the ambaffadors were gone, 
the firft thing I did, was, in the 

Erefence of all the company, and 
aving before had the opinion of 
thofe I brought with me, to tell 
my fecond mate, how well we 
were all fatisfied with his condudt, 
and to declare him, captain of the 
fliip, that he was in ; only de-> 
manding his folemn oath, to be 
under orderis of the great (hip, as 
admiral ; and to carry on no fepa« 

rate 
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rate interefls from us, which he 
thankfully accepted, and to give 
him his due, as faithfully perform- 
ed, all the reft of our very long 
voyage, and. through all our |id- 
vcntures. 

It was upon my feeming inter- 
ceffion, that he gave confent to the 
boat's crew, who brought the am- 
bafladors, to remain in our fervice, 
and fet their ftatefmen on ftiore ; and 
in the end, I told him, that as far 
as about one hundred and fifty, or 
two hundred men, he :(hould en- 
tertain whom he thought fit. Thus 
having fettled.: all things in the 
(hip to our Jatisfadion, we went 
back to our great fhip the next 
day. 

I had not been many hours on 
board, but I was furprized with 
the firing of three mufquets from 
the (hore; we wondered what 
fhould be the meaning of it, know- 
ing, that it was an unufual thing 
in that place, where we knew the 
natives of the country had no fire- 
arms. 
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'«rms, ib we could not teU what 
'to make of it> and therefore took 
no notice, other than as I fay, to 
.wonder at it. About half an hour 
-after, we heard three . mufquetk- 
more, and ftill not knowing any 
thing of the matter, we. made them 
no return to the fignal* Some 
time after, three mufquets were 
fired again, but ftilL we tqok no no'- 
tice, for we knew nothing, of 
what return was to be made to 
It. 

When night came on, we ob-* 
fcrvcd two great fires upon two fe- 
veral hills, on th^> part of the 
fliore, oppofite td us, and after 
that, three rockets were fired, fuch 
as they were, for they were badly 
conftruAed) I fuppofe their gun« 
ner v^as ill provided for fuch 
things, but all fignified nothing; 
"We would have made : any return 
to them, that had been to be un- 
derftood, but we knew nothing of 
any agreed fignal; hovtrever I re-^ 
folved, that I would fend a boat 

on 
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on fhore, well manned^ to learn if 

poffible, what the meaning of all 

this was; and accordingly in the 

morning, I fent our long boat and 

.fhallop on fhore, with two and 

thirty men in them both, to get 

intelligence; ordering them if pof. 

fible, to fpeak with fome body, 

"before they went on fliore, and 

know how things flood ; that then, 

if' it was a party of the pirates, 

they fhould, by no means, come 

near them, brut parly at. a diftance, 

till they knew the meaning of their 

behaviour. 

As foon as my men came near 
the ihore, they faw plainly, that 
it was a body of above ian hundred 
of the pirates, but feeing them fo 
ftrong, they flood off, and would 
not come nearer, nor near enough, 
to parly with them j upon this the 
men on (bore, got one of the 
iflanders canvas boats, or rather, 
boats made of fkins, which are but 
forry ones at beft, and put off with 
two men, to manage the fail, and one 

fitter. 
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fitter, and two. . paddles for oars^ 
and away *they came toward us, 
carrying a flag of truce, that is to 
fay, an old white rag; how they 
came to fave fo much linen among 
them all, was very hard to quefs. 

Our men could do no lefs, thari 
receive their ambaflador, and a flag 
of truce gave no ihadow of appre- 
henfion, efpecially confidering the 
figure they made, and that the 
men on fhore had no other boats 
to fur prize or attack us with ; fo 
they lay by upon their oars, till 
they came up, when they foon un- 
derftood who they were ; viz. that 
they were the gunner's feledlcd 
men j that they came too late, to 
have their fignal perceived from 
the other fhip, which was gone 
out of fight of the place they were 
diredted to; that they had with 
great difficulty, and five days and 
nights marching, got through a 
woody and almoft impaflable coun- 
try to come at us ; that they had 
fetched a circuit of near an hun- 
dred 
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dr^d miles^jtaavidid. being attaoki^d 
by thei^ colmrades, and that they 
were purfued by them, with their 
whole body, laqd^ therefore they 
li>€ggjed to be taken on board; they 
added, if they :ftit)uld be overtaken 
by their. comrades, they (hould be 
all cut in pieces, for that they had 
broke away, from them by force, 
and. .moi*ebvar had been obliged at 
the firft t^f. their purfuit, to- fac^e 
about, and fire among thertv^ • by 
which they had kiUed fix or feven 
of.jhem, and wounded others, and 
that they liad fworn, they would 
givb them no.quarter, if they could. 
comci fj^irlyup with them. * 

>Owr!inen told them, they mtift 
be contented to remain on fhore,* 
where they were, for fome time> 
for >that they could do nothings 
till they had been on board/ and 
acquainted their captain with all 
the particulars, fo they came bach 
immediately to me for orders. 

As to me, I was a little uneafy 
at the thoughts of taking them ;oji 

. Vol, I. K board ; 
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board ; I knew they were a gang 
of pirates at beft^ and what they 
might do I knew not, but I fent 
them this meffage, that though all 
their tale might be very good for 
aught 1 knew, yet that I mull take 
lb much time, as to fend an exprefs 
to the captain of the other fhip, to 
be informed of the faith of it ; and 
that if he brought a {ati^ factory 
anfwer, I would fend for them all 
on board. 

This was very uncomfortable 
news to them, for they .exped:ed 
to be furroundcd every hour by 
their comrades, from whom they 
were to look for no mercy ; how- 
ever feeing no remedy, they te- 
folved to march about twenty miles 
farther South, ^nd lie by in a place 
near the fea, where we agreed to fend 
to them;^ concltxiiiig, that their 
comrade^ not finding thenxnear the 
place where we lay, wiould not 
imagine, they could be gone far- 
ther that way ^ as they guefied, ib 
it proved, for the pirates came ta 

the 
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the (horc, where they faw tokens 
•enough of their having been there, 
but, feeing they could not be 
founds concluded they were all gon6 
on board our fhip. 

The wind proving contrary^ it 
was ^o lefs than four days before 
our boat came back, fo that the 
poor riien were h^ld in great fuf^ 
penfe: But when they returned, 
they brought the gunner with 
them, who had feled:ed thofe men 
from all the^reft for our new fliip ; 
and wha, when he came, gave me 
a long account of them> and what 
care he had taken to pick them out 
for our fervice> delivering me al fo 
a letter from my new captain to 
the fame purpofe : Upon all which 
concuring circumftances, we con- 
concluded to take them on board 1 
fo we fent our boats for them, who 
at twice brought them all on board, 
and very flout young fellows they 
were I 

When they had been on board 
fome days and refrefhed themfelvesi 

K 2 I coij- 
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I concluded to fend them all on 
board the new fhip ; but upon ad- 
vice, I refolved to fend fixty of my 
own men joined to forty of thefe, 
and keep thirty-four of them on 
board my fliip ; for their number 
was jufl feventy-four, which with 
the gunner and his twenty-one 
men, ^nd the fixteen men who 
came with the worthy ambaifadors, 
and would not go ,on fhore again, 
made one hundred and twelve men ; 
and as we all thought were enough 
for us, though we took in between 
forty and jfifty more afterwards. 

We were now ready to go to fea, 
and I caufed the new fliip and the 
brigantine to come away from the 
place where they lay and join us; 
which they did, and then we un* 
loaded part of our provifions and 
ammunition; of which, as I ob- 
ferved at firft, we had taken in 
double quantity ; and having fur- 
nifhed the new fhip, with a pro-, 
portion of all things neceflary, we 
prepared for our voyage. 

I Oiould 
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I (hould here give a long ac- 
count of a feconA infernal confpi-* 
racy, which my two remaining 
prifoners had formed among the 
men ; which was to betray the new 
fliip to the pirates : But it is too 
long a ftory to relate here ; nor did 
I make it publick anwng the (hip's 
company : But a^ it was only, as it 
were, laid down in a fcheme, and 
that they had no opportunity to put 
it in practice, I thought it was bet- 
ter to make as little noife of it as I 
could. So I ordered my -new cap^ 
tain, for it was he who difcovered 
it to me, to puniih them in their 
own way, and without taking no- 
tice of their new villanies, to fet 
them on (hore, and leave them to 
take their fate with a fet of rogues, 
whom they had intended to join 
with, and whofe profeflion was 
likely, fome time or other, to bring 
them to the gallows. And thus 
I was rid of two incorrigible mu- 
tineers ; what became of them af- 
terwards I never heard. 

K 3 We 
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We were now a little fleet, (viz.) 
two large fliips and a brigantinc, 
well manned, and furni(hed with 
all forts of neceflaries for any voy- 
age or any enterprize that was fit 
for men in our fituation to under- 
take ; and particularly here, I made 
a full defign of the whole voyage, 
to be again openly declared to the 
men, and bad them afked, one by 
one, if they were willing and refolv- 
ed to undertake it, which they all 
very chearfully anfwered in the af* 
firmative. 

Here we had opportunity to fur. 
jpifb ourfelves with a plentiful Aock 
of excellent beef, which as I faid 
before, we cured with little or no 
fait, by drying it in the fun ; and 
I believe we laid in fuch a fiore, 
that in all our three veiTels we had 
near a hundred and fifty ton of it; 
and it was of e.xcellent ufe to us, 
and ferved us through the whole 
voyage : There was little cllc to be 
had in this place that was fit to be 
carried to fea ; except, that as there 

was 
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was plenty of milk^ fome of our 
men who were more dexterous than 
others^ made & yeral large cheeks 5 
nor were they very far (hort of 
English cheefe^ only that we were 
but indifferent dairy folks : Our 
men made fome butter alfo, and 
felted it to keep, but it grew 
icank and oily^- and was of little ufe 
to us. 

It was on the fifteenth of De- 
cember that we left this piitccy a 
country. fruitful, populous, full of 
cn^ttlej^ large and excellent good 
beef and very fat; and the land 
abk to produce all manner of good 
things ; but the people wild, naked, 
black, barbarous, perfectly untradt- 
able^ and infiniible of any ftate of 
Iifi$|being better than their own. 

\^e flood away toward the fliore 
of Arabia, till we paft the line, 
and -came into the latitude of eigh^ 
tccn degrees Nx)nth,.and then ftood 
away Eaft, and Eaft by North, for 
the Englifh: factories of Surrat, and 
thfi coaift of. Malabar; not that we 

K 4 had 
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had any bufinefs there, qr defigned 
any, only that we bad a mind to 
take on board. a quantity of rice, 
if we could come at it j which at 
lafi: we effefted by a Portiiguefe 
veflcl,. which we met with at fea, 
bound la Goa from the Gulph of 
Perfia. We chafed herand brought 
her too indeed, as if we reiblved to 
attack and take the (hip ; but find- 
ing a quantity of rice on board, 
\yhicK\was what we wanted^ with 
a parcel of coffee; >R'e took all the 
rice, but paid the fupercargo, who 
was a Perfian or Armenian mier- 
chanr, very honeftly for the ^ivhole 
parcel, his full price, and to;kt$ ia- 
tisfadtion : As for the coffee we liad 
to occaiion for it. We put in at fc- 
veral ports on the Indian Coaft for 
frefli water, and frefli provifions, 
but came near none of the facto- 
ries, becaufe vst had no n»nd to 
difcover ourfelves ; for though 'we 
were to fail through thc3 ycnr 
center of the India trade, yet it 
was perfectly without any.bufincis 
... among 
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sfmong them. We met indeed on 
this coaft with fome pearl fiflhers, 
who had been in the mouth of the 
Arabian Gulph, and had a large 
quantity of pearl on board. I 
would have traded with them for 
goods, but they underftood nor- 
thing but money, and I refufed to 
part with it : Upon which, the fel- 
lows gave our fupcrcargo fome 
fcornful language, which, though 
he did not well underftand what 
they faid, yet he pretended to take 
It as a great affront, and threatened 
to make prize of their barks, and 
flaves of the men ; upon which, 
they grew very kumble ; and one 
of them, a Malabar Indian, who 
fpoke a little Englifliy fpoke for 
them, that they would willingly 
trade with us for fuch goods as 
ue had; whereupon I produced 
three bales of Engliih cloth, which 
I fhev\^ed them, and faid they' 
would be of good merchandife at 
Gombaroon in the Gulph, for that 

K 5 the 
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the Perlians made their long veils 
of fach cloths. 

In {hort» for this cloth» and fbme 
money, we bought a box of choice 
pearls, which the chief of them 
had picked out from the reft for 
the Portuguefe merchants at Goa ; 
and which, when 1 came to Lon- 
don, was valued at two thoufand 
two hundred pounds fterling. 

We were near two months on 
our voyage from Madagafcar to the 
coaft of India, and from thence to 
Ceylon, where we put in, on the 
South Weft part of the ifland, to 
iee what provifions we could get> 
and to take in a large fupply of 
water. 

The people here we found Wil- 
ling to fupply us with provifions ; 
but withal fu fharp, impofing upon 
us their own rates for every thing ; 
and withal, fo falfe, that we were 
often pjrovoked to treat them very 
rudely. However, I gave ftridt or- 
ders that they fhould not be hurt 
upon any occalion, at Icaft, till we 

had 
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had filled all out water cafks^ and 
taken in what frefh provifions we 
coaldget, and efpecially rice/ which 
wc valued very moch: But they 
provoked us at lad beyond all pati* 
ence; f<Mr they were liich thieves 
when they were on board, and foch 
treacherous rogues when we were 
en fhore, that there was no beat'* 
ing with them ; and two accidents 
fell out upon this occafion which 
fully broke tV^e peace between us $ 
one was on board and the other 
on ibore, and both happened th« 
iame day* 

The cafe on board was this: 
there came on board us a fmall hoM, 
in which were eleven men and thret 
boys, to fell us roots, 3rams^ man- 
goes, and fuch other articles as was 
frequent for them to do every day ; 
but this boat having more goods 
of that kind than ufual^ they Wert 
longer than ordinary making their , 
market* While they were thuc 
chaffering on board, one of them 
having wandered about the (hip, 

K 6 and 
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(boner were thejr on fbore, but the]f 
raifed a terrible outcry in all tbc 
villages and towns near them, and 
they were not a few, the coi^try 
being very populous; and great 
numbers came down to the ihore, 
flaring at us, and making confufed 
ugly noifes, and abundance of ar-* 
rows they ihot at the ihip^ but we 
rode too far from the (hore for them 
to do us any hurt. 

While this was doing, another 
fray happened on ihore, where two 
of our men, bwgaining with an 
iilander and his wife for fome fowls, 
they took their money and gave 
them part of the fowls, and pre* 
tended the woman fiiould go and 
fetch the reft. While the woman 
was gone, three or four fellows 
came to the man who was left j; 
when, talking a while together, 
and feeing our men were but two^ 
they began to take hold of the 
fowls which had been fold, and 
would take them away again > when 
one of our men ftep^d- up to the 

fellow 
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fellow who had taken them^ and 
went to lay hold of him^ but he 
was too nimble for him^ and ran 
away and carried off the fowls and 
the money too. The feamen were 
fo enraged to be fo ferved, that they 
took up their pieces, for they had 
both fire arms with them, and fired 
immediately after ^him, and aimed 
his ihot fo well, that though the 
fellow flew like the wind, he fhot 
him through the head, and he drop^ 
ped down dead upon the fpot. 

The reft of them, though terri- 
bly frighted, yet feeing our men 
were but two, and the noife tn-ing* 
ing twenty or thirty more imme- 
diately to them, attacked our men 
with their lances, and bows and 
arrows; and in a moment there 
was a pitched battle of two men 
only againft twenty or thirty, and 
their number increaiing too. 

In (hort, our ooftn fpent their 
(hot freely among them as long as 
it lafted, and killed fix or feven, 
befides wounding ten or eleven 

more, 
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more, and this cooled their cou-: 
rage, and they feemed to give over 
the battle; and our men, whofe 
ammunition was almoft fpcnt, be- 
gan to think of retreating to their 
boat, which was near a mile off, 
for they were very unhappily got- 
ten from their boat fo far up the 
country. 

They made their retreat pretty 
well for about half the way, when,, 
on a fudden, they few they were 
not purfued only/ but furrounded, 
and that fbme of their enemies 
were before them. This made 
them double their pace, and fee- 
ing no remedy, they refolved to 
break through thofe that were be- 
fore them, wha were about eleven 
€>r twelve : Accordingly, as fbon 
as they came within piftol (hot of 
them, one of our men having, for 
want of (hot, put almoft a handful 
of gravel and fmall ftones into his 
piece, and fired among them, and 
the gravel and ftones fcattering, 
wounded almoft all of them ; for 

they 
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they being naked from the waift: 
upwards, the leaft grain of fand 
jfcratched and hurt them, and made" 
them bleed if it only entered the 
ikin. 

Being thus compleatly feared,, 
and indeed more afraid than hurt, 
they all ran away, except two who 
were really wounded with the (liot 
or ftones-, and lay upon^ the ground : 
Our men let them lay, and made 
the beft of their way to their boat; 
where, at laft, they got fafe, but 
with a great number of the people 
at their heels. Our men did not 
ftay to fire fit)m the boat, but put 
cMiF with all the fpee<} they cbu'ld, 
for feaf of poifoned arrows, and- 
the country people poured fo ma^ 
ny of their arrows into the boat 
after them, and aimed them alfo fa 
truly, that two of our men were 
Iwrtwith theiia^i but whether they 
were poifoned or not, oiir furgeons- 
cure^i them both. 

We had enough of Ceylon, and 
having ifto^bu^nefe to makefacKa 
V kiod. 
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kind of war as this muft have been^ 
in which we might have loft, but 
could get nothing, we weighed and 
ftood away to the Eaft. What be- 
came of the fellow that we laftied, 
we know not, but as he had but 
little fle(h left on his back which 
was not mangled and torn with 
our whipping him, and we fup' 
pofe they are but indifferent fur- 
geons, our people iaid the fellow 
could not live ; and the reafon they 
gave for it was, becaufe they did 
not pickle him after it. Truly, 
they faid, that tbfey would not be 
fo kind to him as to pickle him : 
For though pickling, that is to 
fay, throwing fait and vinegar on 
the back after the whipping, is 
cruel enough, as to the. pain it is 
to the patient, yet it is certainly 
the way to prevent mortification, 
and caufes it to heal again with 
the more eaie« 

We ftood over from Ceylon 
Eaft South Eaft crofs the great 
bay of Bengal, leaving all thecoaft 

of 
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of Coromandel^ and ftanding di- 
rt ftly far Acheoj, on the North 
point of the great ifland of Suma^ 
tra» and in the latitude, of fix de-r 
grees thirty-onc minutes North. 

Here we fpread our French co- 
lon rs^ and coming to an anchor, 
fuiFered none of our men to go on 
ihore but Captain Merlotte and hi& 
Frenchmen i and having nothing 
to do there, or any where elfe in 
the Indian feas^ but to take in pro* 
viiions and fre(h waterji we ilayed 
but five days I in which time wc 
iupplied ouriclves with what the 
place would afford ; and pretend-* 
ing to be bound for China^ wc 
went on to the South> through the 
Araits of Malacca^ between the 
ifland of Sumatra,, and the main or 
iflhmus of Malacca, 

We had here a very difficult paf- 
fage, though we took two pilots 
on board at Achen, who pretend- 
ed to know the ftraits perfectly 
well ; twice we were in very great 
danger of being loft, and once our 

Madagafcar 
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Madagafcar fliip was fo entangled 
among rocks and currents, that we 
gave her up for loft, and twice fl^e 
ftruck upon the rocks, but fhe did 
but touch, and went clear. 

We went fcveral times on fliore 
among the Malayans, as well on 
the (hore of Malacca itfelf, as on 
the fide of Sumatra. They are a 
fierce, cruel, treacherous, and mer- 
cilefs crew of human devils as any 
I have met with on the face of the 
whole earth; and we had fomc 
fkirmifhes with thetn,. but not of 
any confequence. We made no 
ftay any x^diere in this ftrait, but 
juft for frefti water, and what other 
frefli provifions we could get, fuch 
as roots, greens, hogs, and fowls, 
of which they have plenty and a 
great variety : But nothing to be 
had but for ready money ; which 
our men took fo unkindly, and ef- 
pecially their offering two or three 
times to cheat them, and once to 
murder them, that afterward they 
made no fcruple to go on fhore a 

handred 



HOUND THE WORLD. 213 

hundred or more at a time^^and 
plunder and burn what they*^c^uld 
not carry off; till at laft we began ' 
, to be fuch a terror to them, that 
they fled from us wherever we 
came. 

On the fifth of March we made 
the fouthernmoft point of the ifth- 
mus' of Malacca, and the ifland 
and flraits of Sincapora, famous for 
its being the great outlet into the 
Chinefe fea, and lying in the lati- 
tude of one degree fifteen minutes 
North latitude. 

We had good weather through 
thefe ftraits, which was very much 
to our .comfort ; the different cur- 
rents, and number of little iflands, 
making it other wife very danger-, 
ous, efpecially to flrangers. We 
got, by very good luck, a Dutch 
pilot to carry us through this flrait, 
whp was a very ufeful fkilful fel- 
low, but withal fo impertinent and 
inquifitive, that we knew not what 
to fay to him, nor what to do with 
Jbim : At laft he grew faacy and 

inlblent. 
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i^Shjij^ and told our chief mate 
^i}\^^lrdid not know but we might 
^♦1^ pirates, or at Icaft enemies to 
TOs countrymen the Dutch ; and if 
we would not tell him who we 
were, and whither we were bound, 
he would not pilot us any farther. 
This I thought very infolent, to 
a degree beyond what was fuffcra- 
ble; and 1 bade the boatfwain pat 
a halter about the fellow's neck, 
and tell him, that the moment he 
omitted to direft the fteerage as a 
pilot, or the moment the fhip came 
to any misfortune, or ftruck upon 
any rock, he ftiould be hung up. 

The boatfwain, a rugged fellow, 

provides himfelf with a halter, and 

coming up to the pilot, afked him, 

H^6at it 'Was 6e wanted to bejatis* 

Jied in ? 

The pilot faid, he defined to have 
a true account whither we were 
going. 

" ^4y," fays the boatfwain, 

** we are a going to the devils and 1 

Jfo all fend you before t9 tell Aim we 

are 
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are comings' and with that„^*hc 
pulls the halter out of his pocket, 
and^^puts it over his head; and ta-* 
king the other end of it in his 
hand, ** Comej** lays the boatfwain, 
** come along with me ; do you think 
we carit go through the Strait of 
Sincapora without your help ? I 
warrant you,^* fays he, ** we will 
do without you.** 

By this time it may be fuppofed 
the Dutchman to be in a mortal 
fright, and half choaked too with 
being dragged by the throat with 
the halter, and full heartily he beg- 
ged for his life: At length, the 
boatfwain, who had pulled him a- 
long a good way, flopped, and the 
Dutchman fell down on his knees 5 
but the boatfwain faid, he had the 
captain's orders to hang him, and 
hang him he would, unlefs the 
captain recalled his orders; but 
that he would flay fo long, if any 
body would go up to the captain, 
and tell him what the Dutchman 
faid, and bring back an anfwer, 

I had 
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I had no defign to hang the poor 
felll^w it is true, and the boatfwain 
knew that well enough : Howi^ver, 
I was refolved to humble him ef- 
fedually, fo I fent back two men 
to the boatfwain i the firft was to 
tell the boatfwain aloud, that the 
captain was refolved to have the 
fellow hanged, for having been fo 
impudent to threaten to run the 
fliip a-ground: But then the fe- 
cond, ivJ^a was to (lay a little be* 
hindf was to call out, as if he 
came fincc the fir ft from me, and 
that I had been prevailed with to 
pardon him, on his promifes of 
better behavioujr : This was all adl- 
ed to admiration ; for the firft mef- 
fenger called aloud to the boat- 
fwain, that the captain , faid he 
would have the Dutchman hanged 
for a warning to all pilots, and to 
teach them not to infult men when 
they are in difficulties, as the mid- 
wives do whores in labour, and 
will not deliver them' till they con- 
fefs who is the father. 

The 
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The boatfwain had the end of 
the halter in his hand all the 
while ; ** / fo/d you fo,'' fays he, 
** before \ comej come along ^ Myn- 
heer ^ I Jh all quickly do your work ^ 
and put you out of your pain i* and 
then he dragged the poor fellow 
along to the main-maft. By this 
time the fecond mefTenger came in 
and delivered bis part of the errand/ 
and fo the poor Dutchman was put 
out of his fright, and they gave 
him a dram to reftore him a little, 
and he did his bufiners very ho- 
neftly afterwards. 

And now we were at liberty a- 
gain, being in the open fea, which 
was what we were very impatient 
iot before. We made a long run 
over that part which we call the 
Sea of Borneo, and the upper part 
of the Indian Arches, called fo for 
its being full of iflands, like the 
Archipelago of the Levant. It 
was a long run, but as we were to 
the North of the iflands, we had* 
the more fea room ; fo we fleered 

Vol. I- L Eaft 
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Eaft h^lf a p^ii\U one way or other, 
for the Maqill^8> or Phill^piao 
Iflands i which was the true d^ga 
of our voyage -, ^nd, perhaps, w© 
wiere the firft (hip that ever capie 
to thofe iflands freighted from. ]^u- 
ropc fince the Portuguefe loft their 
footing there. 

We put in on the North coaft 
of Borneo for frefli water, and were 
civilly ufed by the inhabitants of 
the place, ^ho brought us roots 
and fruits of feveral kinds, and 
fome goats, whiph we were glad 
of : We paid thetp in trifles, fuch 
as knives, fciilars, toys, and feveral 
Ubrts of wrought iron, hatchets, 
hammers^ glafs-work, looking- 
glafles, and drinking- glafles ; and 
from hence we went away, s^ I 
faid, for the Phillipine iflands. 

We faw feveral iflands in our 
way, but made no flop except once 
for water, and arrived at Manilla 
the twenty-fecond of May, all our 
veflfels in very good condition, our 
men healthy, and our fliips found; 
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having met with very few contrary 
i^inds^ and not one ftorm in the 
whole voyage from Madagafcar. 
We had now been feventeen months 
and two days on our voyage from 
England. 

When we arrived we faluted the 
Spanifh flag, and came to an anchor^ 
carrying French colours.. Cap- 
tain Merlotte, who now aded as 
commander, fent his boat on fhore 
the next day to the Governor, with 
a refpedtful letter in French ; tell- 
ing him, that having the King of 
France's commiffion, and being 
come into thofe feas, he hoped, 
that for the friendship which was 
between their Moft Chriftian and 
Catholick Majefties, he fliould be 
allowed the freedom of commerce, 
and the ufe of the port ; the like 
having been granted to his Moft^ 
Chriftian Majefty's fubjedts in all 
the p6rt8 of New Spain, as well in 
the Sputhern as in the Northern 
ieas. 

The Spanifh Governor returned 

La a very 
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a very civil and obliging anfwer, 
and immediately granted us to buy 
what provifions we pleafed for our 
fupply, or any thing elfe for our 
ufe; but added^ that as for al* 
lowing any exchange of merchan- 
dizes^ or giving leave for Euro- 
pean goods to be brought on fhore 
there> he was jiot empowered to 
grant. 

We made it appear as if this an- 
fwer was fatisfaftory ; and the next 
morning Captain Merlotte feat his 
boat on fhore with all French fai- 
lors, and a French midshipman, 
with a handfome prefent to the Go- 
vernor; confifting of fome bottles 
of French wine, fome brandy, two 
pieces of fine Holland, two pieces 
of English black baize, one piece 
of fine French drugget, and five 
yards of fcarlet woollen cloth. 
j This was too confiderable a pre- 
sent for a Spaniard to refufe 5 and 
yet thefe were all European goods, 
which he feemed not to allow to 
ooroe on (bore. The governor let 

the 
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the captain know that he accepted 
his prefent; and the men who 
brought it were very handfomely 
entertained by the governor's order^ 
and had every one a fmall piece of 
gold ; and the olSicer who went at 
their bead had five pieces of gold 
given him : What^ coin it was I 
could not telly but I think it was a 
Japan coin, and the value fome* 
thing lefs than a piftole. 

The next day the governor fent 
a gentleman with a large boat^ and 
in it a pre£ent to our captain ; con- 
•fifting of two cows^ ten fheep, or 
goats, for they were between both ; 
a number of fowls of feveral forts^ 
and twelve great boxes of fweet- 
-meats and confcrves, all of which, 
were indeed very acceptable; and 
invited the captain and any of his 
attendants on fliore,. offering to 
fend hoftages on board for our fafe 
return ; and concluding with his 
word of honour for our fafety, and 
free going back to our fhips. 

The captain received the prefent 

L 3 witb: 
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with very great refped, and indetd 
it was a very noble prefent ; for at 
the fame time a boat was fent tt> 
both the other (hips with provi- 
iions and fweetmeats, in proportion 
to the fize of the vcffels* Our 
captain caufed the gentleman whQ 
came with this prefent, to have a 
fine piece of crimfon Engli(h cloth 
given bim> fufHcient to make a 
waiftcoat and breeches of their 
fafiiionj with a very good hat, two 
pair of iilk ftockings^ and two pair 
of gloves ; and all his people had 
n piece of drugget given them fuf* 
ficient to make them the like fuit 
of clothes ; the perfons who went 
to the other fhip, and to the bri- 
gantine, had prefents in proportion. 

This, in ihort, was neither more 
or lefs than trading and bartering^ 
though, from fupercilious pane-- 
tilio, we had in a manner been de« 
nied it. 

The next day the captain went 
on ihore to vi£it the governor, and 

with 
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with him feveral of our officers, 
ftnd the captain of the Madagafcar 
fhip, formerly my fecond mate, and 
the captain of the brigantine. I 
did not go myftlf for that time, 
nor the fupercargo, bccaufe, what- 
ever might happen, I would be re- 
fcrved on bbard ; befides, 1 did not 
care to 2ippt^t in this part of the 
bufirtef^. 

The captain went on fliore /tie 
a captain^ attended with his two 
trumpeters, and the fhip firing e- 
leven gttns at his going oiF. The 
goverrior received him like hirtifelf, 
with prodigious ftate aild forma- 
lity i iehding five gentlemen and a 
guard of foldiers to receive him and 
hh men at their landing, and to 
condu(ft them to his palace. 

When they came there, they 
were entertained with the utniofl: 
profufibn and magnificence, after 
the Spanifti inanner j and they all 
had the honour to dine with his 
excellence; that is to fay, all the 
officers. At the fame, time the 

L 4 men: 
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men were entertained very hand- 
ibme] J in anothv houfe, and had 
very good cheer: But it was ob- 
ferred^ that they had very little 
wine, except fach as we had ient 
them ; which the Governor apolo- 
gized for, by ikying his ftore, which 
he had yearly from New Spain, be- 
ing^ nearly fpent. This deficiency 
we fupplied the next day, by fend- 
ing hun a quarter cafk of very good 
Canary, and a half hog(head of 
Madeira; which was a prefent fo 
acceptable, that in fhort, after this, 
we might do juft as we pleafed 
with him, and all his men. 

While they were thus converf- 
ing together, after dinner. Captain 
Merlotte was made to underftand, 
that though the governor could 
not admit an open avowed trade, 
et that the merchants woiild not 
e forbid coming on board our 
(hip, and trading with us in fuch 
manner as we fhould be very well 
fatisfied with ; after which, we 
{hould be at no hazard of getting 

the 
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the goods we fhould fell, put on 
•fhore; and we had an experiment 
of this made in a few days as^ 
follows. 

When Captain Merlotte tcok his. 
leave of the governor, he. invited 
his Elxcellence to come on board 
our (hip, with fuch of his attend*^ 
ants as he pleafed to bring with 
him, and in like manner offered, 
hoftages for his return* The go- 
vernor accepted the invitation, and 
with the fame generofity faid, he 
would take his parole of honour 
given, as he was the king of 
France's captain and would come 
on board. 

The governor did not come to- 
the (hore fide with our people, but 
flood in the window of the* palace, 
and gave them the compliment of 
his hat and leg at their going into 
their boats, and made a (ignal to 
the platform, to fire eleven guns 
at their boats putting off. 

Thefe were unufual and unex- 
pected honours, to us, who, but 

L 5 for. 
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for this ftratagem of the French 
commiilioh^ had been declared ene* 
mies. It was fuggefted to me here, 
that I might with great eafe fur- 
prize the whole ifland, nay all the 
iflandsy the governor patting fuch 
confidence in as, that we might go 
on fhore in the very fort unfuf- 
peded. But though this was true, 
and that we did play them a trick 
at the Rio de la Plata, I could not 
bear the thoughts of it here ; be- 
iideSy I had quite another game to 
play, which would turn out more 
advantageous to us and to our 
voyage, than an enterprife of fo 
much treachery could be to Eng- 
land, which alfo, we might not 
be able to fupport from thence, 
before the Spaniards, might beat us 
oiit again from Acapulco, and then 
we might pafs our time ill enough. 

Upon the whole I refolved to 
keep every punftiliQ with the go- 
vernor very juftly, and we found 
our account in it prefently. 

About three days afterwards we 

had 
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had notice^, that thci g^veriiror wOiild 
make us a vifity and we prepared 
to enleftain hid Excellence with as 
much ilate ^s poi&fole. By the 
way wc had private ftoticey that: 
the govtrnot wotild bring >*'itb 
htm fome merchants, ^ho perhap^^ 
might lay out £DKne iDOj^y^ andi 
buy fome of our cargo y not wa^. 
it withoat a fecret imrmation, that 
even the governor himfelf was con- 
oer ncd in the market that fhould bt: 

Upon this inFtelHgence^. 6ut fu- 
pcrcargo caufed feveral balc?$ of 
Engli(h and French goods to h^ 
brought up and opened,, and laid fo 
in. the ftcerageand uport the quartef 
deck of the (hip, that the gover- 
nor and his attendants ftiould fee: 
them, of courfe as they paffed by.. 

When the boats came off from-: 
the Ihore, which we knew bv their 
fort firing eleven guws,^ our fhip: 
appeared as fine as we could make' 
her, having the French flag at the 
main top as admiral, and ftreamers. 
i L 6> and: 



228 DE J?OE'S VOYAGE 

and pendants at the yard arms, wafte 
cloths out, and a very fine awning^ 
over the quarter deck. When his^ 
Excellency entered the fhip, we 
fired one and twenty guns, the 
Madagafcar (hip fired the like num- 
ber, and the brigantine fifteen, hav- 
ing loaded her guns nimbly enough 
to fire twice. 

As^the governor's entertainment 
to us, was more meat than liquor, 
{o we gave him more liquor than 
meat; for as we had feveral forts 
of very good wines on board, we 
fpared nothing to let him fee, he 
was very welcome. After dinner 
we brought a large bowl of punch 
upon the table, a liquor he was a 
ftranger to: However, to do him 
juftice, he drank very moderately, 
and fo did moft of thofe that were 
with him. As to the riien that 
belonged to his retinue, I mean 
fervants and attendants and the 
crews of the boats, we made fome 
of them drunk enough. 

While this was doing, two gen- 
tlemen 
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tlemen of the governor's company, 
took occafion to leave the reft and 
walk about the fhip, and in fo do- 
ing, they feemed, as it were by 
chance, to caft their eyes upon our 
bales of cloth and ftufFs, baize^ 
linen, filks, &c. and our fupercargo 
and they began to make bargains 
apace, for he found they had not 
only money enough, but had a- 
bundance of other things^ which 
we were as willing to take as mo- 
ney, and of which they had brought 
fpecimens with them ; as particu- 
larly fpices, fuch as cloves and nut- 
megs ; alfo China ware, tea, japan- 
ned ware, wrought filks, raw filk, 
and the like. 

However our fupercargo dealt 
with them at prefent for nothing 
but ready money, and they paid 
all in gold : the price he made 
here, was to us indeed extravagant, 
though to them moderate, feeing 
they had been ufed to buy thefe 
goods from the Acapulco (hips, 
which came in yearly, from whom, 

to 
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to be fure^. tbey bought dear 
nougfa.. They bought as ofiany 
goodis^ at this tusie^, as they, paid, 
the value of fifteen thoui^d pieces 
of eight &>Tp butt all in gold by- 
weight. 

As for Garryiiig our gpods ofit^ 
/hore^ the governor beitig prefent^, 
no officer had: any thing to fay to. 
them J. ib they were carried on. 
ihore as prefents>. made by us to< 
the governor and his retinue. 

The nej&t day three Spaniih mer-- 
chants c^ne on board us^ early in. 
the morning before it was light, and: 
deilred to fee the fupercargo. They 
brought with them a box of di^^ 
monds and fome pearl, and a great 
quantity of gpld^ and to work they 
went with our cargo, and I thought; 
once, they would have bought the 
whole ftiip's loading; but they 
confented themfelvesr to buy about 
the value of two and twenty tbou^ 
fand pieces of eight, which did not 
coft in England, one fixth part of 
the money. 

We 
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We bad Ibme difficulty about tbe 
diamonds, becaufe we (Ud not iia^ 
derfland the worth of tbeno, but 
our (upercargo ventured upon them 
at tea thoufand pieces of eighty and 
took the reft in gold. They de-^ 
iked to ftay on board till the next 
nighty when, ibon after it was 
darky a fniall floop came on board, 
and took in all their goods^ and a$ 
we were told^ carried them away 
to fome othec iiland* 

The. fame day and before thefe 
merchants were gone^ cs^me a large 
ihallop on board wi(h a fquare fail^ 
towing after her a great heavy boat, 
which had a deck, but feemed to 
have been a large (hip's long boat, 
built into a kind of yatch> but ill 
mailed, and failed heavily* In 
thefe two boats they brought feven 
tons of cloves in matts, fome chefts 
of China ware, fome pieces of Chi- 
na filks, of feveral forts, and a 
great fum of money alfo. 

In fliort, the merchants fold fo 
cheap and bought fo dear, that 

our 
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our fupcrcargo declared, he would 
fell the whole cargo for goods, if 
they would bring them, for by his 
calcuktion he had difpofed of as 
many goods as he received the va- 
lue of one hundred thoufand pieces 
of eight for, all which, by his ac- 
counts did not amount to, firft coft, 
above three thoufand pounds fler» 
Hng in England. 

Our {hip was now an open fair ; 
for, two or three days after, came 
the vefTel back, which went away 
in the night, and with them a 
Chinefe jonque, and feven or eight 
Chinefe or Japanners ; ftrange, ug- 
ly, ill-looking fellows they were, 
but brought a Spaniard to be their 
interpreter, and they came to trade 
alfo, bringing with them feventy 
great chefts of China ware, ex- 
ceeding fine, twelve chefts of China 
filks of feveral forts j and fome la- 
quered cabinets very fine. We dealt 
with them for all thofe, for oue 
fupercargo left nothing, he took 
every thing they brought. Our tra- 
ders 
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ders were more difficult to pleafe 
than we ; for as for baize, and 
druggets, and fuch goods, they 
would not meddle with them ; but 
our fine cloths and fome bales of 
linen they bought very freely. So 
we unloaded their veffel, and put 
our goods on board; we took a 
good fum of money of them be^ 
fides, but whither they. went we 
knew not, for they both came and 
went in the night too, as the o- 
ther did. 

This trade held a good while, 
and we found, that our cuflomers 
came more from other iilands, than 
from the iiland where the gpver- 
jior refided, the reafon of which, 
as we underftood afterwards, was^ 
becaufe as the governor had not 
openly granted a freedom of com-» 
merce, . but privately winked at it; 
fo they were not willing to carry it 
on openly before his face, or as we 
fay, under his nofe, whereas in other 
iflands, thev could convey their 
goods on more with very little 

hazard,, 
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hazard^ agreeing with the ccrftdm^ 
houfe officer fdr afmall manet. 

Thefe boats canbe and went thus; 
feveral times ^ till in (hort we had 
difpofed ainofl of the whok cafgd; 
and now our men begati to be COli^ 
vincedy that we bid laid out dot 
voyage very rights for never was^ 
cargo better fold; and as w^ re^^. 
iblved to purftte our voyage for New 
Spain, we had taken in a cargo very 
proper to &ll tbere^ and fo pefbags 
to double the advantage we bad al«* 
ready made. 

In the nKam time> all our haftda^ 
were at work to Acre onrfelves a^^ 
new» with foek prcKVifions^^ a6> tfOttld 
be bad hero f(Syr fa long a rtin, afr 
we knew we were to have Mxti 
namely^ over the vaA^ Piacificfc c>cesLti 
or South Sea, a. voyage where we 
might expedt to &e no land for four 
months, except we touched at the 
Ladrones, as it might happen ;. and 
our greateft anxiety was for want 
of water^ which our Whole (hip* 
couM ibarce be able to ftaw fuffi-* 

ciemt 
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cierit. for our Jik, and if they Could* 
our want of eaflcs was ilill as bad 
as the want of water, for we really 
knew not what to put water in 
when we had it. 

. The Spaniards had helped us to 
fomt caiks but not many, thofe that 
they cbuld fpare were but fnxall, and 
at laft we were obliged to make ufe 
of about two hundred large earthen 
jars, which were of lingular ufe to 
us. We got a large quantity of 
good rice hcrc^ which we bought 
X)f a Chinefe merchant, who Came 
in here with a large China vefTel to 
trade, and who bought of us alfo 
ieveral of our European goods. 

Juft.as we Were ready to fail, a 
boat came from the town of Ma-^ 
nilla, and brought a new -mer- 
chant, who wanted more Engliik 
goods, but we had but few left; he 
brought with him thirty chefts of 
callicoes;, muflins, wrought filks^ 
fome of them admirably fine in*^ 
deed, with fifteen bales of romala^, 
and twelye tons of nutmegs.. We 

fold 
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fold him what goods we had left^ 
and gave him money for the rc% 
but had them at a price fo cheap^ 
as was fufHcient to let u« know^ 
that it was always well worth 
whirle, for (hips to trade from Eu- 
rope to the Eafl Indies ; from 
whence they are fure to make five 
or fix of one. Had more of thefe 
merchants come on board, we were 
refolved to have laid out all the 
gold andfiJver we had, which was 
a very confiderable quantity. 

Thelaft merchant, who came oa 
board us, was a Spaniard, but I 
found, that he fpoke very . good 
French, and fome Englifli, that he 
had been in England fome years be- 
fore, and underftood Engli(b wool- 
en manufaftures very well. He 
told me, he had all his prefent 
goods from Acapulco, but that they 
were then exccffive dear. He had 
confiderable dealings with the Chi- 
nefe, and fome with the . coaft of 
Coromandel, and Bengal, and kept 
a veflel or two of his own to go to 

Bengal^ 
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Bfengal, which generally went twice 
in a year. 

I found, he had great bufinefs 
with New Spain, and that he gene- 
Tally had one of the Acapulco fhips 
chiefly configned to him ; fo that he- 
was full of all fuch goods, as thofe' 
ihips generally carried away from 
the Manillas, and had we traded 
with him fooner, we fhould have had 
more callicoes and mtiflins than we 
now had : however we were exceed- 
ijigly well ftored with goods of all 
forts, fuitable for a market in Peru, 
whither I refolved to go, 
. We continued chaffering after 
this manner about nine weeks, dur- 
ing which time, we careened our 
£hips, cleaned their bottoms, rum- 
maged our gold, and repacked fomc 
of our provifions ; endeavouring as 
much as poffible, to keep, all our 
men as fully employed as we could, 
to preferve them in health, and yet 
not to over work them: confidering 
the heat of the climate. 

Some time before we were ready 

to 
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to fail, I called all the warrant of^ 
ficers together^ and told them^ that 
a$ we were come to a country 
where abundance of fmall things 
were to be bought^ and going to a 
country where we might i!K>fribly 
have an opportunity to felt them 
again to advantage^ I would ad-» 
vance to every officer an hundred 
dollars, upon account of their pay, 
that they might lay it out here, and 
difpofe of it again on the coail of 
New Spain to advantaged This was 
very acceptable to them, and they 
acknowledged it ; and here, befides 
this, ty the confent of all our fu- 
perior (^cers, I gave a largefs or 
bounty of five dollars a man, to all 
our fore-maft men ) moA of which 
I believe they laid out in arrack 
and fugar, to chear them up in the 
r^ft of the voyage, which they all 
knew would be long enough. 

We went away from Manilla, 
in the ifland of Luconia, the fif- 
teenth of the month of Auguft, 
and in the year 17 141 and failing 

a while 
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awhile to the South waicU pafled 
the ftrftits between thfit ifUnd aod 
Min4pra« ^aother of the Phillip 
pinee, whew we met with little 
cjctrggrdinay, esirept extraordinaqr 
lightning ^md thunders, fuch as wie^ 
never he^rd or faw before^ though 
it fe^ios it i$ very familiar in that 
climate; till about fixteen days fail^ 
i/ig, we faw the iflie of Guam, one 
of the Ladrone^j or Ifland of 
Thieves^ for jb much the word 
iq^)orts ; here we came to an an-t 
phor, Sept. 3, under the lee of a 
fteep fhore, on the North fide of the 
ifle of Guam ; but, asi we wanted 
no trade here^ we did not at firfl 
enquire after the chief port, or 
Spanifli governor, or any thing of 
that kind ; but we changed our fi* 
tuation the next day, and went 
through the paiT^ge, to the £aft 
fide of the ifland, and came to an 
anchor near the town. 

The people came off, and brought 
us hogs and fowls, and feveral 
fprts of raotj and greens, articles 

which 
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which we were very glad of. Hid 
which we bought the more of, 
becauie we always found that fuch 
things were good to keep the men 
from the fcurvy, and even to cure 
them of it if they had it : we took 
in frefh water here alio, tho' it was 
with fome difficulty, the water ly- 
ing half a mile from the (hore. 

When I parted from Manilla, 
and was getting through the ftrait 
between the ifland Luconia and 
that of Mindora, I had fome 
thoughts of ftecring away North, 
to try what land we might meet 
with to the North Eaft of the 
Phillipines ; and with intent to have 
endeavoured to make up into the 
latitude of fifty or fixty degrees, 
and have come about again to the 
South, between the ifland of Ca- 
lifornia and the main land of Ame- 
rica ; in which courfe, I did not 
queftion meeting with extraordi- 
nary new difcoveries, and perhaps 
fuch as the age might not expedt to 
hear of, relating to the Northern 
* world. 
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#orld> and the poffibility of a paf- 
fage out of thofe feas, either Eaft 
or Weft, both which, 1 doubt not> 
would be found, if they were 
fearched after this way i and which, 
for aught I know, remain undif* 
covered for want only of an attempt 
being made by thofe feas, where it 
would be eafy to find whether the 
Tartarian feas are navigable or not; 
and whether Nova Zembla be- an 
ifland, or joined to the main; whe- 
ther the inlets of Hudfon's Bay have 
any opening into the Weft fea; and 
whether the vaft lakes, from whence, 
the great river of Canada is faid to* 
flow, have any communication thiV 
way, or not. 

But though thefe were valuable 
difcoveries, yet when I began to 
caft up the account in a more fe-^ 
rious manner, they appeared to 
Iiavc no relation to, or coherence' 
with our intended voyage, or with'^ 
thedefign of our employers, which^ 
we were to confider in the firft' 
place; for though it h true, that' 

Vol. !• M we 
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we were encouraged to make alt 
6ich kinds of uTeful difcoveries, 
4S might tend to the advantage of 
trade, and the improvement of 
geographical knowledge and expe-> 
rience.; yet it wa« all to he fo di-» 
rcAtd, as to be fiihicrviemt to the 
profits and advantages of a trading 
and cruiiing voyage* 

It is true^ that thefe Northern 
difcovericfi mighj; be infinitely great, 
and moil glorious to the BiitKb 
3ation« by opening new fources of 
wealth and commerce in general : 
jet, as I have faid, it was evident, 
l^at they tended dire&ly to deflrpy 
the voyage, either as to trading or td 
cruiiing, and might perhaps end ia 
<»ar own deftrudlion alfo; For exan>- 
ple, firfl: of all, if adventuring into 
thofe Northern feas, we fhould, by 
our induftry, make out the difco- 
very, and find 9 p^fTage, either EaA 
or Weft, we muft follow the dif- 
covenr fo as to venture quite thro', 
or elie we could not be iure that it 
ms really a difcovery; for theie 

paf&ges 
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E' a/Tages would not belike doub« 
ng Cape de Bon Efperancc, on 
the point of Africa, or going round 
Cape Horn, the Southernmoft point 
of America, either of which were 
compafTed in a few days, and then 
immediately gave an opening into 
the Indian or Southern oceans> 
tirhere good weather and certain 
refreshment were to be had. 

Whereas^ for the difcovery in the 
North, after having paffed the Nor- 
themmoft land of Grand Tartary, 
in the latitude of fcventy.four> c- 
ven to eighty degrees, and perhaps 
to the very North pole^ there muft 
ht a ftin Weft^ tiiyorrd the moft 
Northerly point of Nova Zembla, 
and on again Weft South Weft about 
the North Kyn and North Cape 
above fiic hundred leagues, before 
we coiild come to liave any relief 
t>f the climate ; a^ter that one han« 
i^red and fixty leagues more, and 
even to Shetland and the North ^ 
Scotland, i^ore vre could meet 
with any celief of proyifions, 

M d which. 
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which, after the length we muft 
have run, from the latitude of three 
degrees and a half, where we now 
were at the Phillipine iflands, to 
fcventy-four degrees North, being 
near five thoufand miles, would be 
impoflible to be done ; unlefs we 
were fure to victual, and furnifli 
ourfelvcs again, with provifions and 
water by the way, and that in fe- 
vcral places. 

As to the other paflage Eaft, to- 
wards the continent of America, 
we had this uncertainty alfo; 
namely, that it was not yet difco- 
vercd, whether the land of Cali- 
fornia was an ifland or a continent, 
and if it (hould prove the latter, 
fo as that we (hould be obliged to 
* come back to the Weft, and not 
be able to fifid an opening, be- 
tween California and the land of 
North America, fo as to come a- 
way to the coaft of Mexico, to 
Acapuico, and fo into the South 
Sea, and at the fame time (hould 
not find a pajQage through Hud- 

fon's 
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Ion's Bay, &c. into the North Sda^ 
and fo to Europe, we (hould not 
only fpoil the voyage that way 
alfo, but (hould infallibly pcrilh by 
the fe verity of thefeafon, and want 
of provifions. * 

All thefe things argued againft 
any attempt that way; whereas on 
the other hand, for Southern dif* 
coveries we had this particular en*» 
couragement; that whatever dif- 
appointment we might, meet with, 
in the fearch after unknown couur 
tries, yet we were fure of an open 
fea behind US; and that whenever 
.we tbodght fit, to run South be- 
yond the Tropick, we (hould find 
innumerable iflands, where . We 
might get water, and fome fort of 
provifions, or come back into a fa-' 
vourable climate, and have, the be- 
nefit of the trade winds, to carry us 
either backward or forward, as the 
feafon (hould happen to guide us. 

Laft of all, wehdd this afTu ranee, 
that^ the dangers of the fea$ except-- 

M 3/':-'^ ' ed. 
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cd, we were Aire of an outlet bcfoie 
us, if we went forward^ or behind 
USf if we were forced back ; and 
faaviikg a rich cargOn, if w^ were ta 
do nothing but go boQie, we fhou^d 
be able to give our employers fucb 
an account of ourfel ves, as that they 
woi|ld« be very far from being loferi 
hy the voyage i but that if wc^ 
tracked fafe to th^ coail of New 
Spain, and met with m open cornet 
anerce there> as we expcdfced, wfi^ 
Oiould perhaps m^^ the oioft groA-. 
perous voyage that was ever made 
round the globe before^ 

Thelb <;onfid^ratipns. pa» m end^- 
to all my thoughts of going Nortfa^'^ 
ward ; fome of qui fetjttt council^ 
for by tha way,^ we coniuked out 
foremafi men ho nxQVc, but had » 
fecret council among our&Ives» the 
refolutions o^ which we foljemnl|r 
engaged not to difcloie? fome of 
thefe, I fay,, were for fteerin^ the 
ufual courfe, from the Philtipines 
to New Spain, viz. keeping in the 
latitudes of eleven ox thirteen de- 
grees. 
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gw<tSy North of the line, and fo 
making directly for California; in 
which latitude they propofed, that 
we might perhaps^ by cruifing there 
about^. meet with the Manilla (hipSy 
goine jfrom New Spain ta Manilla, 
which we might take as a prize^, 
and dien ftand diredly for the coaft 
of Peru. 

Bat I oppoied this ; principalfy, 
becauie it would effe&ually over«- 
throw all my meditated difcoveries^ 
to the Soodiwardf and ibcondly,^ 
becaufe I had obferved^ that on the^ 
North of the liae^ there are no if- 
knds to be met with^ in all the 
kmg F.iin>, of near twa thouTand 
leagues, from Guam one of the 
LadroneS) to the land o£ Califor--- 
fiia$ and that we did not find we 
were able to ibbiift during, fo long 
a. run, cfpecially for want of wa- 
ter; whereas on the. South of the 
line^ aa welL within the Tropick 
jks without^ we were fure to mecfc 
with iilands innumerable, and that 
even all the way; fo that we were 

M-4; fure- 
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furc of frequent relief of frefh wa-* 
ter, of plants, fowl, and fi(h, if not 
of bread and flefh, almoft all : the 
way. * . 

This was a main confideration to 
our men, and fo we foon refolved 
to take the Southern courfe ; yet, 
as I faid, . we flood awiy for the 
Ladrones firft. Thefe are a cluftep 
of illands, which lie in about eleven 
to tliirteen degrees North latitude;- 
North Eaft from the Moluccocs; 
pr fpice iflands^ and Eaft and hy 
North from that part of the PhiU 
li pines where we were> and at the 
diftance of about four hundred 
leagues, and ail the fhips, which 
go or come between the Phillipines 
and New Spain, touch at them, for 
the convenience of provifions, wa- 
ter, &c. thofe that go to Spain, put 
in there, in order to recruit and fur-, 
uirti for, and thofe that come from 
Spain, to relieve themfelves after 
fo long a run as that of fix thbufand 
miles, for fo much it is at leaft 
from Guam to Aqapulco ; on thefe 

' accounts,, 
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accounts, and with thefe reafon- 
ings, we came to the ifles of the 
Ladrones. 

During our run between the 
Phillipine and Ladrone i Hands, we 
lived wholly upon our frefh pro- 
yifions, of which we laid in a great 
fVopk at Manilla, fuch as hogs, 
fowls, calves, and fix or feven cows, 
all alivQ, fo that our Engliih beef 
and pork, which lay well ftored, 
was not touched for a long time. 

At the Ladrones we recruited, 
and partictr'larly took on board, as 
well alive as pickled up, near two 
hundred hogs, with a vaft ftore of 
roots, and fuch things as are their 
ufual food in that country. We 
took in alfo above three thoufand 
cocoa nuts and cabbages; yams^ 
potatoes and other roots for our 
own ufe, and in particular we got 
a large quantity of maize,, or Indiaa 
wheat for breads and fome rice. 

We ftored ourfclveslikewife with 
oranges and lemons, and buying a 
great quantity of very good limes, 

M5 wc 
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Southward, and having ftored our- 
selves as above, with whatever thofe 
iflands produced, we left the La- 
drones the tenth day of September 
in the evening, and flood away Eaft 
South Eaft, with the wind North 
North Weft> a frefh gale; after 
this, I think, it was about five 
days, when having flretched by our 
account about an hundred and fifty 
leagues, we fleered a\yay more to 
the Southward, our courfe South- 
Eaft by South. 

And now, if ever, I expecfted to 
do fomething by way of difcovery^ 
1 knew very well there were few, 
if any, had ever fleered that courfe; 
or that if they had, they had given 
very little account of their travels. 
The only perfons who leave any 
thing worth notice being Corne- 
lius ,Vanfchouton and Francis La 
Mare, who, though they^ failed 
very much South, yet fay little to 
the purpofe, as I fhall prefently 
(hew. 

* 

The fix teen th day after we parted 

' from 



fr6m the Ladrones, being> by ob- 
fervation^ in the latitude of feven- 
teen degrees South of the line^ one 
of our men cried a fail ! a f^il I 
which put us into fonie fit of won- 
der^ knowing nothing of a fhip 
of any bulk could be met with in 
thofe feas ; but our fit of wonder 
was foon turned to a fit of laugh* 
ter, when one of our nien from 
the foretop, cried Oi|t land, which 
indeed was the cafe ; and the firil 
failor was fufficiently laughed at 
for his miftake, though giving him 
his due, it looked at firft: as like a 
fail, &s. ever any lai>d. at a diftance 
could look. , 

Towards evening, we made the 
land very plain, diftance about fe- 
yen leagues South by Eaft, and 
found that it was not an iiland^ but 
a vaft tradt. of land, extended, as 
we had reafon to believe, from 
the fide of Gilolp, and the fpice 
iflands, or that which we call 
;Nova Guinea, and never yet fully 
difcQvered. The. land lying away 

from 



from the Weft North Weft, t© the* 
South Baft by South,* ftill Souths 
«rly. 

I,, that was for making all-pof!!^ 
ble difcovery,. was- willing, hefides^ 
the convenience of water, and per- 
haps frefti provifions,r to put in^ 
here, and fee what kind of coun« 
try it was: So I ordered the bri<^ 
gantlne to ftand in for the (bore : 
They founded, but Ibund no ground^ 
within half a league of the Chore |. 
£> they hoifted out their boat and 
went clofe in with the (hore,. where 
they found good anchor hold in a-- 
bout thirty-fix fathom, and a large 
creek, or mouth of a river j here 
they found eleven to thirteen fa- 
thom foft ouzy fand, and the wai- 
ter half freih at the mouth of the^ 
creek. 

Upon notice of this, we ftood 
in, and came all to an anchor in 
the very creek; and fending our 
boats up the creek, found the wa*^ 
ter perfbdly fre(h and very good 

upon 



ttpon the ebb, about a league up 
the river. 

Among dlV tfee iflktids in tfiis^ 
part of the world, that is to fay, 
from- the Phillipiflcs Eaftward, of 
which there are an infinite nutn^- 
^^r, we never came ne!ar any, but 
we found ourfelves furrounded witli- 
canoes and variety of boats, bring-^ 
ing off to us cocoa nut5, plantancs^, 
foota and' greens, to traffiek for 
Juch thrngs as^ they could get : and* 
that in fuch numbers,, we were tired* 
with them, and fometimes alarm*- 
cd, and obliged to fire at them. 
But here though we law great 
numbers of people at a diftaiice 
froni the (hore, yet we faw not one 
boat or bark, nor any thing elfe 
upon the water. 

We ftayed two or three days tak- 
ing in frefli water, but it was im- 
poflible to reft rain our men from 
going on fhofe, to fee what fort of 
a country it was i and I was very 
willing they ihould do fo : Ac- 
cordingly, two of our boats, with 

( about 
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about thirty men in both pf them^ 
went on ftiore on the Eaft fide of 
the creek or harbour, where our 
£hip lay. 

They found the country looked 
wild and favage, but though they 
could find no houfes or fpeak with 
the inhabitants, they faw their foot- 
ileps and their feats where they had 
fat down under fonxe trees > and 
after wandering about a tittle, they 
faw people, both men and women 
at a diftance^ but they ran away 
from our men, at firft fight, like 
frighted deer ; nor could they 
make any fignal to them to be un^ 
derftood ; for when our men hal- 
looed and called after them, they 
ran again as if they had been be- 
witched. 

Our men gathered a great variety 
of green ftuflF, though they knew 
not of what kind, and brought it 
all on board, and we ate a great 
deal of it; fbme we boiled and 
made broth of; andfome of our 
men^ who had the fcurvy, found 

it 
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it did them a great deal of good ; 
for the herbs were of a fpicy kind; 
and had a moft pleafant agreeable 
tafte ; but none of us could telJ 
what to call them, though we had 
ieveral men on board who had been 
among the Spice Iflands before in 
Dutch fhips. . . ' 

We were very unieafy that we 
could get ^nothing here but a littl<f 
grafs and pot-herbs, as our mctf 
called it, -ind/tlje men importuned 
me to k't them have two boats, and 
go up the river as high as the tidb 
would . carry them : This I con-* 
fen ted to, bejng a$ willing tamake 
the difcovery as they : So J ordered 
the captain of the Madagafcar (hip, 
who had, as I have faid, been for- 
mcrly my fecond mate ; to go a- 
long with them. 

But in the morning, a little be- 
fore the flood was made, I was 
called out of my cabin to fee an 
army, as they told me, coming to 
attack us: I turned outhaftilye- 
aough,^ as may be eafily conjedtured, 

and 
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and fuch an army appeared which: 
&o Hiip was ever atiacked with; 
for we fpied three or four hundred 
black creatures^ cpmc playing and 
Hunibling down the ftream towards 
uSy like fo many porpoifes in the 
watec : I was not iatisfied at iirft 
that they were hiimaa creatures ;. 
but would haite pei^uaded our men^ 
that thtrjr were fea-inoni^r$», or 
fiihes t>f fome ftrange kindi^ 

But they quickly undeccLved us,u 
lor they ^ioic fwimuiing about out: 
fliipSy ftaring and W0ndering> and 
calling to one: aiK)ther^ but faid 
BQt <>nc word to us ) at leaft^ ii^ 
tiiey did^ we cm^ not undcirftaiic^ 
them.: 

Some of them catne very neais 
eur ibip9, add we made &gns ta 
them to come on board, but they 
would not wnture: We tofled 
one of them a rope^ and^ he took. 
Itold of it boldly ; but as ibon a& 
we offered to pull, he let go, and 
laughed at usj^ another of thenv 
did th^ Uke^ and. when he let go, 
- . turn^ 
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turned up his black buttocks, asi 
in fport at us ; the langa^ge of 
which, in our country, wc all 
knew, but whether it had the 
&me meaning herc,^ we were at t 
lofs to know^ 

However, this dumb manner of 
converfing with them, wc did not 
like> neither was it to any purpofe 
to us ; and I was refolred, if pof^ 
able, ta know ibmething more of 
theo^ th^a we coudd get thu« : 8^ 
i order^ out our pvmace with fix 
oars,, and as fnany othei! tQeOi. well 
armed^ to row among t|)ysm ; and 
if poffil^Le,. Uh take (bake of them 
and bring thera on IsMcd.. Tfaey 
went o£l^ but tfatt; &%, oar pinnace^, 
though a very nixi^k b6at, could 
dot tow fo fail^ as they coirld 
ijvim ;. for if pu}]iQg with all their 
might,, they qafq^^near one of thero». 
immediately,, like dog and. duck,, 
they would di^e. and come uj3 again, 
thirty or forty yards oSy fb that: 
our rnca.did not know which* way; 
to. zQyr. after, them,: HowcTer^, alt 

lafti. 
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laft, getting among the thickeft of 
them, they got hold of two> and 
U'ith fome difficulty dragged them 
in ; but think of their furprife, to 
find they were not men— but both 
young women. However, they 
brought them on board naked as 
thcv were* "^ 

When they came on board, I 
ordered they (hould have two pieces 
of linen wrapped round their Nvaifts 
to cover them, which they feemed 
well pleafed with. We gave them 
ftlfo jfeveral brings of beads, and 
X)ur men tied them about their 
xiecks^ and about their, arms like 
bracelets*, and they were wonder- 
fully /deKghted with th^r crna^ 
mtnts^ Others of our men gave 
:each of them a pair of fcifTars, with 
needles, and fome threads and 
threading the needles fhowed them 
how to fow with them : We alfo 
gave them food, and each of them 
a dram of arrack, and made figns 
to know of them where they lived; 
they pointed up to the river, . but 
. - we 
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l¥e could by no m^ans underftand 
them. 

When we had drefled them up 
thus with necklaces, and bracelets, 
and linen, we brought them up 
upon the deck, and made them call 
to their country folk, and let them 
fee how well they were ufed, and 
the girls beckoned them to come on- 
l?oard, but they would not venture. 

However, as I thought the dif- 
covery we were to make,, would be* 
Ipmething the eafier on the ac- 
count of the ufage of thefc two 
young women ; for they were not, 
as we gueffed, above twenty or two 
and twenty years, of age.; we re- 
folved that the boat (hould go on, 
as we intended, up the river; and* 
that, as the two women pointed 
that way, they fhould carry them 
along with them* 

Accordingly we fent two (haU 
Ipps or large boats, which carried 
together fixty men all .well armed. 
We gave them ftore of beads and 
JcniveSi and fcifiars^ andfuch baur*. 

bles 



hla with them, with hatchets and 
naiU, and hooks, lookingglafles, 
and the like ; and we built up the 
iides of the boat and flern, and 
covered them with boards to keep 
ofF arrows and darts, if they (hould 
find occafion; fo that they looked 
like London barges : In this pof^ 
ture, as fbon as the tide of flood 
^as made up, our men went away^ 
carrying a driwi and a trumpet in 
tach boat; add each boat had zKo 
two patererosy or fmall cannon, 
fixed on the gunnel near the bow. 

Thus furnifhed, they went off 
about eleven o'clock in the fore* 
fUHsn, and to my very great uneali* 
nefs, I heard no more of them in 
four days. The whole (hip's com^ 
pany were indeed furpri^ed at their 
flay, and the captain of the floop 
would fain have had me let him 
have failed tip the river with the 
iftoop- as far as the channel would 
fcrve J which really we found was 
(ieep enough. Indeed, as I was 
unwilling to run aiiy more rifques, 

I could 
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i could not perfuade myielf^ but 
that the force I bad already fent 
was fufficient to fight five thouiand 
j;xaked creatures^ fuch as the natives 
ieemed to be ; and therefore I was 
very unwilling to fend : H^wever^ 
I confented at laft to have our long 
boat and two fmaller boats manned 
with fifty, four men more, veiy 
well armed, and covered from ar- 
rows and darts, as the other had 
been, go up the river, upon their 
iblemn promife, and with exprefs 
order, to return the next day at 
;fartheil; ordering them to fire guns 
as they went up tbe river to give 
notice to theip fellows, if they 
could be keard, that they 'were 
xK)ming; and that in the mean 
time, if 1 fired three guns, they 
fhould immediately return. 

They went away with the tidi( 
of flood, a tittle before noon, and 
went up the river about five 
leagues ; the tide running but flow* 
iy., and a ilrong freffa of land- water 
diat checked the current coming 

^own^ 
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down ; fo that when the tide was 
fpenty they came to an anchor. 
They found the river, contrary to 
their expedition, continued both 
deep enough, and was wider in 
l>readth than where the (hips were 
at anchor ; and that it had another 
mouth or outlet into the fea fome 
leagues farther Eaft; fo that the land 
to the Eaft of us, where our men 
went on fhore, was but an ifland, 
and had not many inhabitants, 
if any ; the people they had feen 
there, having, poflibly, fwam over 
the other arm or branch of the ri- 
ver to obferve our fhips the nearer. 
As our men found they could go 
no farther for want of the tide, 
they refolved to come to an an- 
chor; but juft as they vyere found- 
ing, to fee what ground they had, 
and what depth, a fmall breeze at 
North Eaft fprang up ; by which 
they ftemed the current, and reach- 
ed up about two leagues farther,. 
when they hove oyer their grapling: 
in five fathom water,, ibft ground ;: 

fo 
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fb that all this way, and much 
ferther, every one of our fhips might 
have gone up the channel, being as 
broad as the Thanaes is about 
VauxhalL 

It muft be obferved, that all 
along this river they found the 
land, after they came paft the place 
where the other branch of the ri- 
ver broke off, Eaftward> was full 
of inhabitants on both fides, who 
frequently came down to the water* 
fide in hafte to look at our boats. 
But always^ when our men called 
to them> as if they thought our 
men enquired after their fellows, 
they pointed up the river ; which 
was as much as to fay, they were 
gone farther that way. 

However, our men being not 
able to go any farther againft the 
tide, took no notice of that ; but 
after a little while fome of them, 
iii one of the fmaller boats, rowed 
towards the fliore, holdmg up a 
white flag to the people, in token 
of friendfhip : But it was all one, 
• Vol. I. N and 
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and would have been all one^ for 
aught they knew^ if they had held 
up a red flag, for they all ran away, 
men, women, and children ; nor 
could our men by any perfuafionsy 
by geftures and iigns of any kind, 
prevail on them to ftay, or hardly 
{o much as to look at them. 

The night coming on our men 
knew not well what courfe to 
take 5 they faw feveral of the In- 
dians dwellings and habitations, 
but they were all at a diftance from 
the river, occafioned, as our men 
fuppofed, by the river's overflow- 
ing the flat grounds near its banks, 
fo as to render thofe lands not ha* 

« 

bitable. 

Our men had a great inclination 
to have gone up to one of the towns 
they faw, but he that commanded,, 
would not permit it, but told them, 
that if they could And a good land- 
ing place, that they might all go 
on (hore, except a few, to keep 
the boats, if they chofe to venture ^ 
upon which the fmalleft boat row- 
ed 
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ed Up about a mile, and found a 
imall river running into the greater, 
and here they all refolved to land : 
but firft they fired two muflcets, to 
give notice, if poflible, to their com- 
rades, that they were at hand, how- 
ever they heard nothing of them. 

What impreffion the noife of the 
two mufk«ts made among the Indi- 
ans, they could not tell, for they 
were all run away before. 

They were no fooner on fliorct 
but confidering, they had not above 
two hours day; and that the Indian 
villages^ were at leaft two miles ofF, 
they called a council, and refolved 
not to march fo far into a country 
they knew fo little of, and be left 
to come back in the dark ; fo they 
went on board again and waited till 
morning. However they viewed 
the country, found it was a fertile 
foil, and a great herbage on the 
ground : There were few trees near 
the river;* but farther up, where 
the Indian dwellings were, the little 
hills feemed to be covered wi-h 

N 2 wood§. 
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woods, but of what kiod they kn^W 
not. 

In the morning before break of 
day, fome of our men fancied they 
heard a gun fired up the river; 
upon which, the officer ordered 
two mufquets to be fired again, as 
had been done the evening before ; 
and in about a quarter of an hour 
they were anfwered by the like fir- 
ing, by which, our men knew that 
tl\eir comrades heard them ; fo 
without purfuing their intended 
landing, the tide being then run- 
ning upwards, they weighed, and 
fat to their oars, having little qr no 
wind, and that which they had, 
blowing down the ftream. 

After they had gone about a 
league, they heard a confufed noifc 
at a great diftance, which furpriz- 
ed them a little at firfl; but as 
they perceived it drew nearer and 
nearer, they waited a while, when 
they difcovered firft here and there 
fome people, then more, and then 
about two or three hundred men 

and 
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and women together, running, and 
tvery one carrying fomething. 

Where it was they were going 
to, or what it was they carried, our 
men could not tell till they came 
nearer; when they found that they 
were all loaded with provifions, 
cocoa nuts, roots, cabbages, and a 
great variety of things which the 

• men knew little of; and all thefe 
were carrying down to our fhips^ 
as we underftood afterwards, rn 
gratitude for our kind ufage of the 
two young women. 

When thefe people faw our rticn 
' and their three boats, they were at 
a full flop, and once or twice they 
were ready to lay down all their 
' loads and run for it ; but ours made 
figns of peace, and held up a white 
flag to them. 

Some of them, it feems, having,, 
as we found, converfed with our 
men, had a little more courage 
than the reft, and came to the (hore 
fide, and looked at the boats. Orte 
of our men thought of a ftratagem 

* • N 3 to 
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to make known our defire of peace 
with them. Taking a firing of 
beads and fome toys, he held them 
up at the end of the boat-hook 
ftaiF, and fhewed them to the In- 
dians^ pointing to them with his 
handy and then pointing with the 
other hand to what the Indians car-* 
ried, and to his mouth, intimating 
that we wanted fuch things to eat, 
and would give him the beads for 
them. 

One of the Indians prefently un- 
derftood him, and threw himfelf 
into the water, holding a bundle 
of plants, fuch as he had truiTed 
up together, upon his head, and 
fwimming with the other hand, 
came fo near the boat where ouf 
men held out the ftaiF, as to reach 
the end of the ftafF, take off the 
firing of beads and toys, and hang 
his bunch of trafti, for it was no 
better, upon the hook, and then 
went back again, for he would 
come no nearer. 

When he was gotten on fhorc 

again. 
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again, all his comrades came about 
him to fee what he had got; he 
hung the ftring of beads round his 
neck, and ran dancing about with 
the other things in his hand, as if 
he had been mad. 

What our m€n got was a trifle 
of lefs worth than a good bunch of 
carrots in England, but yet it was 
tfeful, as it brought the people to 
converfc with us ; for after this, 
they brought us roots and fruits 
innumerable, and began to be very 
well acquainted with us. 

By that time our men had chaf-^ 
fered thus four or five times, th^ 
firft heard, and in a little while a^ 
ter faw, their two great boats with 
their fellows, coming down the 
river, at about two miles diftance^ 
with their drums and trumpets, 
and making noife enough. 
. They had been, it feems, about 
three leagues higher up, where 
they had been on fhore among the 
Indians, and had fet at liberty the 
two maidens, for fuch they under- 

N 4 flood 
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ftood they were ; who letting their 
friends fee how fine they were 
drefled, and how well they were 
ufed, the Indians were fo exceedr 
ingly obliged, and (hewed them- 
felyes fo grateful, that they thought 
nothing too much for them j but 
brought out all the forts of provi- 
fions which their country produ- 
ced, which, it feems, amounted 
to nothing but fruits, fuch .as plan- 
tains, cocoa-nuts, oranges and ler 
mons, and fuch things, and roots, 
which we could give no name to^ 
but that which was moft for our 
ufe, was a very good fort of maizcj^ 
oi' Indian corn, which made us 
excellent bread. 

They had, it feems, fome hog« 
and fome goats, but our men got 
only fix of the latter, which were 
at hand, and were very good. But, 
that which was moft remarkable, 
wa5, that whereas in all the iflands 
within the Tropicks, the people 
are thievifh, treacherous, fierce, 
and mifchievous; and are armed 

with 
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with latlccs, or darts, or bows arid 
arrows; thefe appeared to be ^ 
peaceable, quiet, iriofferifive peo- 
ple • nor did our men fee any wea- 
pon among them, excfepf a long 
ftaiF, which moft of th6 man car-» 
ried In their hand^ ; being made of 
a cahe, about eight foot long, and 
an inch and hdf diameter, much' 
like a quarter ftaff^ with which 
they would leap ov6r fmall brooks 
bf water,, with admirable dexte- 
rity. 

• The people wer6 black, or rather 
bf a tawny dark brown; their hair 
long, but curling in very handfome 
ringlets : They went generally 
quite naked, both men and wo- 
men;, except that in two places,, 
our men faid, they found fome of 
the women covered from the mid- 
dle downward. They feemed to 
have been ftrangers to the fea, nor 
' did we find fo much as any one 
boat among them ; nor did any of 
the inhabitants dwell near the fea; 
but cultivated their lands very well, 

N ^ in 
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in their way ; having abundance of 
greens and fruits growing about 
their houfes ; and upon which, we 
found, they chiefly lived. The 
climate feemed to be very hot, and 
yet the country very fruitful. 

Thefe people, by all we could 
perceive, had never had any con* 
verfe with the reft of the world by 
fea, what they might have by land 
we know not; but as they lie 
quite out of the way of all com-^ 
merce, fo it might be probable^ 
they never had feen a fhip or boat, 
w^hether any European (hip, or fo 
much as a periagua of the iflands. 
We have mentioned their neareft 
diftance to the Ladrones, being at 
leaft four hundred leagues; and 
from the Spice iHaTids, and the 
country of N^w Guinea^ much 
more; but as to the European (hip- 
ping, I never heard of any that 
ever went that way, nor do I be-. 
Jieve any ever did. 

1 take the more notice of thefe 
people's not having converged, as I 

fay. 
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iky, with the world, becaufe of 
the innocence of their behaviour^ 
their peaceable difpofition, and their 
way of living upon the fruits and 
produce of the earthy alfo their 
cultivation, and the manner of their 
habitations -, no figns of rapine or 
violence appearing among them. 
Our ftay here was fo little that we 
could make no enquiry into their re- 
ligion, manner of government, and 
other cuiloms ; nor have I room to 
croud many of thefe things into 
this account. They went indeed,^ 
as I have faid, naked, ^fbme of them 
ftark naked, both men and women ; 
but I thought they differed in their 
countenances from all the wild 
people I ever faw ; that they had 
fomething lingular honeft and fin- 
cere in their faces; nor did we 
find any thing of faifhood or trea- 
chery among them. 

The gratitude they expreffed for 
our kindly ufing the two young 
women 1 have mentioned, was a 
token of generous principles; and 

our 
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bUr men told us, that thtey Vyrouldt 
htlve given theni whatever they 
ceuld hav* aflced,. that was in their 
power to beftoW. 

In a word, it wias on their ^c- 
count, fhey fenk that Httle army of 
people to ds load6n ivith provi- 
iionb, which oiir men met before 
the two (hallcps came down. But 
all the provifiona they had, con- 
fided dhiefly in fruits of the earth,, 
cocoa-nuts, plantains, oranges, le- 
mons, &c. and maiz^, or Indian: 
corn. We had not any fuflitient 
time with them, to enquire after 
what traffic they had, or whether 
any thing fit for us. They had fe- 
veral fragrant plants, and fomtf 
ipices, particularly cinnamon,, 
which we found, but what elfe 
the country produced, we knew 
not. 

We came away from hence after- 
feven dxiys ftay, having obferved 
little of the country,, morc^ than; 
thit it feemed tD be very pleafant,, 
but very hot 5 the woods were all 

flourifhing 
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flpurid^i tig .«and gre.6fi ; and the Ifoil 

rich) but » no great matter, that 
could be the fiibjeft of trade : But 
an excellent place, to be a bait 
land, or port of refre£hment in 
any. voyage, that might afterwards 
.be Undertaken that way* . . 

We fet fail, I fay, from hence 
in feven days, and finding the coaft 
lie fairly on our ftarboard fide, kept. 
the land on board aH ithe way dif- 
tance about three leagues^; and it 
held, us thuJ, about in -hundred and 
jtwenty leagues due-EaA^ when oh 
a fudd^n, we. loft fight of the land; 
whether it broke off, or whdtbcr 
k only dre.W:off farther South, we 
could aet tell 

We went. on two or three days 
inore, our courJfe Soiith Eafl:, ^iieh 
we made land again : but found it 
to be only two fmall iflands, lying 
South and by Eaft, diftancd nine 
leagues. We ftood on to them, 
md two of our boats went on 
fhore, but found nothing for our 
purpofe; no inhabitants, nor any 

living 
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living creatures^ except fea fo>^l9^ 
and fome large fnakes ; neither was 
there any frefli water. So we called 
that land Cape Difn^al. 

The fanme evening, we ftood 
away full South, to fee if we could 
£nd out the continuance of the 
former land : But as we found no 
land, fo a great fea coming from 
the South, we concluded we (hould 
find no land that way. And vary- 
ing our courfe Eafterly, we ran 
with a fair frefli gale at North 
Weft, and by Weft, for feven days 
more ; in all which time, we faw 
nothing but the open fea every 
way ; and making an obfervation, 
found we had pafted the Southern 
Tropick ; and that we were in the 
latitude of fix and twenty degrees 
and thirteen minutes; after which, 
we continued our courfe ftill South* 
crly for feveral days more ; until 
wc found by another obfervation^ 
that we were in two and thirty de- 
grees^ and twenty minutes. 

Thb 
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This evening we made land 
over our (larboard bow, diftance 
fix leagues, and flood away South 
and by Eaft : But the wind flack- 
ening, we lay by in the night : and 
in the morning, found the land 
bearing Baft and by South, diftance 
one league and a half; a good 
ihore, and on founding, about five 
and thirty fathom, flony ground. 
We now hoifled our boat out, and 
fent it on (hore for difcoveries, to 
found the depth of the water, 
and fee for a good harbour to put 
in at. 

Our people went quite in with 
the fliore, where they found feveral 
men and women, crowded toge^ 
thcr to look at us. When our 
men came clofe to the land, they 
hung out a white flag; but the 
wild people underftood nothing of 
the meaning of it ; but ftood look- 
ing and amazed ; and we have great 
reafon to believe, that they never 
had feen any (hip or bark of any 
nation before* We found on oiix 

landingji 
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kndirig, no boats or fails, 6r any* 
thing they had, to make ufe of on 
the water: But fome days after, 
we law feveral fmall canoes, with 
three or four men in each. 

Our men not being able to fpeak 
a word for them to underftand, or 
to know what was faid to them, 
the firft thing they did, was to 
make figns to them, for fomething 
to eat : Upon which, three of them 
leemed to go away, and coming a- 
gain in a few minutes, broiightwith 
them feveral bundles or bunches of 
roots, fome plantains, and fome 
green lemons, or limes, and laid 
-down all upon the coaft. Our 
men took courage then to go on 
fliore, and taking up what they 
brought, they fet up a ftick, and 
upon the end of it hung five 
bunches or firings, of blue and 
white beads, and went on board 
again. 

Never was fuch joy among a 
wild people difcovered, as thcfe 
natives (hewed,, when they took the 

beads; 
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beads oiF the ftick : They da^ped^ , 
and capered aod made a thoufand 
antick geflures.; and inviting our 
men on fbore^ laid their hands up>« 
ofX their breads acrofs ; and then 
looked up, intimating a £:)ka)n 
oath not to hurt us. 

Our men made figns> by which 
they made them undcrftand, that 
they would come again nea;t morn- 
ing, and alfo that they {hould bring 
u^ more eatables ; accordingly, we 
fent three boats the next mocning, 
and our men carried knives, fcif- 
fors, beads, looking glafles, combs, 
and any tdys they had,, not for- 
getting glafs beads, and glafs ear- 
rings in bundance. 

The Indians were very ready to 
meet us, and brought us fruits and 
herbs as before; but three of them, 
who flood at a diftance, held each 
of them a creature exaftly like a 
goat, but without horns or beard ; 
and thefe were brought to traffick 
with us. 

We brought out our goods, and 

offered 
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(^ered every one fomething, but 
the variety was furprizing to them, 
who had never feen fuch things be- 
fore. But that which was moft 
valuable of all our things, was a 
hatchet, which one of their prin- 
cipal men took up, and looked at 
it, felt of the cdge^ and laid it 
down ; then took it up again, and 
wanted to know the ufe of it : 
Upon which one of our men took 
it, and ftepping to a tree that flood 
near, cut off a fmall bough of it 
at one blow: The man was fur- 
prized, and ran to the tree with it, 
to fee if he could do the fame, and 
finding he could, he laid it down, ran 
with all his might into the country, 
and by and by returning, came 
with two men more with him, to 
(hew them this wonderful thing, a 
hatchet. 

But if they were furprized with 
the novelty of a hatchet, our men 
were as much furprized' to fee ' 
hanging round the ears of both 
the men that he brought with him/ 

large 
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large flat pieces olF pure gold. The 
thread which they hung by, was- 
made of the hair of the goats 
twiftedvery prettily together and 
very ftrong. 

. Our men offering to handle them^ 
to fee if they were gold, one , of 
the men took off his two gold 
l%i|>^; and oflFered them to our 
men for the hatchet j t)ur men 
feemed to make fome difficulty of 
it^ as if the hatchet was of much 
greater value than thofe trifles;; 
upon which, he being as we found, 
fuperior, made the other who came 
with him, pull off his two ear- 
jewels alfo; and fo our unreafon- 
ahle people took them all four^ 
being of pure gold, and weighing 
together fome grains above two 
ounces, in exchange for an old 
rufly hatchet. However unrea- 
fonable the price was, the purcha- 
fer did not think it fo; and fo over 
fond was he of the hatchet, that 
as foon as he had it for his own^ 
he ran to the tree, and in a few 

minutes 
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minutes had fo laid about him 
with the hatchet, that there was 
not ^ twig lc& on it that was within 
reach. 
This exchange was a particular 
hint to me > and I prefently direift- 
cd my chief mate, and Captain* 
Mfirlotte, to go on {hore the next 
day, and acquaint themfel^rw as 
much as they could with the na- 
tives, and if poffible, to find out 
where they had this gold, and if 
any quantity was to be found* 
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